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„ HE Reformed Part of Europe Ha- 
A PAR ving come under ſo many diſfe- 
ren Denominations, and being de- 
viaded into ſo many Sæcts and Par- 
=== ties, armed with Virulence and 
the moſt bitter Animoſities againſt each other; 
1 purpoſed to pubhſh the Life of Wickliff, 


x 


= Hufſs, and Jerom of Prague, as an Eſay to- 
= wards à general Attempt of retrieving the 


Honour of the Reformation, which, by the 
& promiſcuous Uſe of the Word Proteſtant, bas 
Fc ſuffered very much. Some P eople are Vary 

ond of lumping all thoſe Religions together, 
which are oppoſed to Popery  inſpmuch that 
Muſſelmen, Jews, and Infidels, bid very fair 
te be taken into this grand Alliance, A Pro- 
Jef of this Nature in Civil Politicks might paſs 
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. riſtian Church : They Have not F 
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. Cenſure; but it will by no Means 
agree with Religion, which, as it bas higher 
Views than temporal Imereſt, can by no meant 
bend. to ſuch” Arts, but mis W or fall by 


one general Teſt or Standar e its  Sufficiency 


to obtain its Votaries immortal Hap) pineſs. If 
it fails in chat\, the gr End of its Inftitu- 1 


tion is entirely loft. 


T am very confident; we ſoould ae Day 


gain more Ground upon the Papiſts, ifs it was 


net for three Reaſons : Firſt, The Reformers 
abroad uſe too much Latitude in relation to 
the Government and Diſcipline of the Church; 
and ours at home too little. The firſt cannot, 
or will nat, diſtinguiſh the. Abuſes of . Eecle- 
ho 8 Power, and the regular Inſtitution £1 
Epiſcopacy, and the ſacred Rights. of. the 


Max to withdraw from 255 Church of Ra: 
without Mob - Reformations, pulling down 


Churches, and levelling all her Out- works, 


by which ſhe is ſecured from the Attempts of 
 Schiſmaticks and Infidels. And as to our Re- 


formers at home, they are too ſtrait laced, and 
confine the Chriſtian Inſtitution within the nar- 


: rom Sphere of an Af of Parliament, and 


make it no more than a State Plan : Which 5 
however it may conduce to keep up the Face of 
4 Religion in a Kingdom, it can have no great 
Influence upom the Minds of Men : And is, in 
Het, making an Idol * the State, and falling 


down 
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down, and worſhipping it when we have done; 
a Flight of Fancy not muck unlike the Hait- . 


Brain d Nebuchadonoſor! 
. Secondly, By taking into our Progeflion all 


thoſe. mad. Entbuſoaſts, who vent their own 
private Opinions for the Dictates of the Spi- 
rit, and under the Umbrage of Zeal againſt 


Pepery vent their wi ld Extravagancies,' we 


get only Diſgrace for our Pains, and make our 


Adverſaries of Rome believe we are as bad 
as our Friends. 


Third. „ For _ moſt Part ( 3 I will 


not ſay entirely) we argue againft the Papiſts 
upon a wrong Hypotheſis Me ſometimes at- 


tack their Infallibility in ſuch' a manner as to 


leave evenChriſtianity precarious. When'they 


boaſt of their Catholiciſm, we ſeem to redicule 
even the Notion of a Catholick Church. Nor 
do we ſufficiently. play the Greek Church againſt 
their pagtended Univerſality; or we do it ſo 


 unshilfully, we take even that corrupted Part 
of the Church into the Body of Proteſtants ; 
neither do we imagine our Ends ſufficiently 


gain'd till we have proved the Pope Antichriſt, 
and given the Turk an Opportunity to ſlip bis 


Neck out of the Collar. By the ſame Means 
our Endeavours to regain the unhappy deluded 


Papiſts to the Boſom of” the Carbolick Church 


are render'd vain. We borrom Arguments 


from Calvin and Luther, when we have 4 


much richer Store of our own, Though they 
have 


2K . -g. 


vi Preface by the Engliſh Editor. 
deus been gyreſi d by the Exorbizanee of the 

li Regale, and the Encroachments of Politictans, 

1 let us follow that noble Scheme of Church Go- 
 wernment laid down by Dr. Hickes, and let me 

ſee the Papift who can make. good his Part 
againſt us, But this we may depend upon 
the Eccleſiaſtical Supremacy of the Prince, 

I while we make uſe thereof, will do us more | 
'/ Hurt than Good, It can only ſerve in che | 
if Triumphant State f the Church; and even | 


_ then it gives our Adverſaries a large Field to 
| raw up numerous Forces againſt ut. 
Nor are weupon.a much better Lay with our 
nem Allies the Lutherans, Calviniſts, and 
Wickliffians: They are our ſecret Enemies, 
while they pretend to be on our Side They 
envy the Beauty of our Sion, and would ſee 
her Gleries buried in the Duft.. How can they 
| be Friends to us, when they are not Friends | 
© amongſt themſelves ! The Calviniſt nd Lu- 
theran damn each other, and have not been | 
wanting to beſtom the ſhe Complement upon 
us in our Turn. And what amumerous Spawn 
of Proteſtants haue we in this Kingdom, who 
have, and do load us with the Fpithets of the 
Scarlet Whore, Ant ic hriſtian 'Beaſts, and the 
like ? Have they not monopoliz'd Salvation to 
1 themſelves with their Notions of Predeſtina- 
ion, and damned us conſequently to the low- 
eft Hell? With what Aftoniſhment have I 
ſeen a Bool publiſhed with the ſacred Stamp 
+ 0 
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dna . Engliſh Editor. vii 
Fs Aubority,' in which à Jew is recorded as 
a Martyr, and ſtandt in the midſt of ſome 
Hundreds M Chriſtians on each Side? Bur 
does any one think the Jeu, if he had fore-. 
ſeen ſuch an Honour to be beſtowed upon him 
5 Fox, be. would not haue conſented. to. ſub- | 
mit 27 to be hung in Chains till the Mind | 
= and Rain had diſperſed: bim ih Oblivion, 
* chan to be. ſo immortalized 8: \. u T7; 
Ihe Reader, if he views chi Hiftory with. 
an inipartial Eye, will be convinced that 
Wickliff, Hoſs, and Jerom, are little better, 
though a modern Writer, and one who would. 
be thought a modern Saint, has imniortaliz'd 0 | 
em, 4 eee Lo being their Ador- | 


caciuit - 

M ben Wick is 45 cb abe i wid | 
ſball be obliged with a Garth Account of 
ſome more Reformers. They are under the 
_ Curſe of the Amalekites; not even an A828 
ſhall be ſpared. 

One grand ObjeFion 15 Sno aſe ! 
the forcitn Reformers; That they ever laid 
the Foundations of their Religion in Blood. 
The Reader in this Hiſtory will ſee a Speci- 
men of this Nature > Wickliff's Cauſe war 
frſg patroniz'd by one who endeavoured to be 
a. vile Uſurper, and by an Whore, and thas 
carried on I no better 2 to its Period. 

The firſt 0 Motive in Wickliff to reform Was 

| Revenge for the a of a Biſboprick : _ | 
re 


viii | Prefab thi 1 En eh cl itor 
the Hererick Valehtinus, 10 Teftullian Bar 
fudiciouſly "obſerved," Ut ſolent animi pro 
Prioratu accendi: Ambition Sener ally being we 
Parent of novel Opinions.” The Man's 
point ment matte him rail againſt Prelacy ir. 
fel. - rt et not sere at 'rbe Ho- 
nau. n : e . 
| "The Duke of weder war bi thief Pas 
| tron whom all Hiſtorians" agree to have been 
| 4 ſecret Rebel, and would habe paved the 
May to the Throne al the Expente of the na- 
ea Right of the Heir Apparent his Nephew. 
fi _ His. Difpeſt tion mas plainh ſbewn in his ap- 
Fearing before the Biſnep'of London in Be- 
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4 balfi of Wickliff, -awing us goor Biſhop with 
}.  Menaces, threatening to bring down the Pride 
4 F all the 'Prelacy 22 and to pluck 
lt tbe venerable Eiſbop by cher _ out 14 the 
th Cburch. 
þ | - © Modine Spirit 2 = gun „Wicklir v 


Reformation, animated his Fellen after hir 
Death to rebel under Sir John Oldcaſtle in 
England, and, as the Reader will ſee in tbe 


! ollowing Hiſtory, to convey the ſame Spirit 
it 25 . Bohemia, and male Po 
{l unhappy Country 4 Scene of n and 
i Horror for-;ſeveral Teur. „ 
bat I here alledge may perhaps not in- 
Ts fluence ſome People, who look upon Rebellion N 
ih to be no Crime. But as theſe Ven have evi- 


_— 8 the urmoſt Contempt of Chri- 
ſtianity 


Preſace by the Engliſh Editor. ix 


* 1 | fianity,. it is no wonder they ſlight the Do- | 
O 3 #rine of the Croſs, and the Precepts peculiar | 
4 o our moſt Holy Profeſſion. They are Men of | 
ard Conſtiences, who regard neither the | 
Lao F God or Man. 1 | | 
Bur to return to Wickliff: Dr. KENNETT 
eme to blame our Hiſtorian Daniel as too hard 
and too injurious to his Character: He quotes 
" #3 Woovp's Antiquitates Oxonienſes to prove he 
was 2 Man of Figure, and Preſident of a Col- 
ee in Oxford: But he is pleaſed to omit that | 
be was turnd out of that honourable Poſt; 
IR 2obich might be one Reaſon of his future Re- | 
= /[entment. " 
5 Hut whatever were his Motives, tis evident | 
be went on through all his Conduct with evi- 
maden Sions of being a wicked Man: He ought 
rather to have died than ſuffered a venerable 
3 Prelate, his- Superior, to be treated in that 
| opprobrious manner by @ Lay-Man. h 


| The Reader in this Book will find perhaps @ 

oy Scene opened to his View entirely new. The Bi- 

uy 2oited Papiſt on one Hand, and the Latitudina- 

Nrian Proteſtant on the other appear in their pro- 

er Colours The one by malicious Prejudice, I 

and the other by an over fond Partiality, had 

W caft ſuch a Cloud over the Affairs of this Age, 

that noMan of ordinary Judgement could perceive 

on which Side the Fault was to be imputed. Put 

Iwill venture to ſay this Aut hor has made no 

ſmall Progreſs in ſuch a deſirable Work, with 
| 
| 
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160 more Candour than thoſe can juſtly boaſt of, who 
15 fondly call themſelves Impartial Hiſtorians. 4 
1130 He has very juſily obſerved. in relation to 
[1718 our Parliaments, That they have brought 
11 their Kings under Subjection, in obliging them 
(Hs to communicate to them thoſe Deſigns, which 
[ without them they could not execute And the 
People too have prevailed over them in refu- # 
ing to open their Purſes towards the defray- % 
ing the Charges of the War, unleſs they were 
called into thoſe Councils which were aſſembled 
to declare it, See Pag. 17. I 
10 T cannot but confeſs, that if Parliaments 
VE bad kept themſelves within their own Sphere, 
1'H as it had been enlarged by the Indulgence of i 
it our | Monarchs, and not move too much like 
| Comets, and burnt all near them with their 
ſcorching fiery Tails, our Conſtitution had not 
been diſorder'd like a Sick-man's Dream, with 
broken Iden's of Chimerical States, Kinz's De 
facto, and Original Contracts. But ſurely tis 
very hard that Kings alone ſhould be tied down 
to Contracts, and their Subjects to none, 
tl! T can compare an Ancient Engliſh Monarch 
10 to nothing more adequate than a Man with a 
{tn Rope tied to each Hand, and two ſtrong Men 
tis pulling him different Ways, till at laſt they 
tear him Limb from Limb. Thus was Hen- 
Fr | ry II. between the Encroachments of his Ba- 
fy rons, and the Pretenſions of his Clergy, re- 
I duced to an Inglorious Reign; and Monarchy, 
1 "mp through 
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Preface by the Engliſh Editor. xi 
through his Means, has ever ſince been upon 
he Decline, A Monarch who had made 
France tremble, would often ſneak and cringe 
to the Lords himſelf had made: Such was 
the Power of Faction in thoſe Days. Uh 
that I could ſee it abated now! Our Kings 


o ballance this immenſe Power in the Lords, 


erected an Houſe of Commons. But what one 


yſt, the other gain , and they were ſure al- 
= ways to unite upon Occafh ion againſt their King, 
== ho had the ſame Power to ſtruggle againſt, 


though in a different Channel; and he had che 


= Moriification moreover to bins his own Foot- 


A men, Valets, and choſe fed at his Table, in- 


7. lr over him, and preſcribe to the juſt prero- 


Y gatives of bis Crown. This was all he got 
in his Endeavours ts reſtrain the Laity. 


With the Clergy he had more Succeſs after 


= [everal Repulſes ; and finally laid them under 
bis Feet. But what the State has got there- 
8 let our exil'd Monarchs, our gaping Wounds 
and Diviſions, our Immorality and Atheiſm, 
"Nx declare, 


When Kings make a Property of Religian, 


BY :beir Subjects in the End have only the Hap- 
12 Pine ſa to lie under the Curſe of — and 
70 have Plagues entailed upon them from Ge- 
= neration to Generation. ( 


This brings me in naturally 70 contemplate 


upon the Folly of Edward TH. to let ſuch a 


L Poiſonous Weed as Wickliff grow. *Tis true, 


(b 2) 


8 
1 


2 


* SO EO 9 OT — 
—— 2 ea —— — 
- 


— — 
WEE 


— 4 
B IB ak. ah 4% ey 2 — » 2 
RI SR * — 


: — 
1 — * * 
P 


r as 2 


T7 : S * N « - 
— = 3 It a l 
—: ²˙ m ͥMLN-N — O WMQ A. 


. 
Ave 


3 


— — 
9 


TAs 
— 


- rere 


— 


— 
— 


— 
- 
— . —ů * Rs ee. ö 
: Pd 


haue ſuch a 


I hall prove fi 


* P A A cr ———r5ð—‚ceN — —. 


xii E by th Engliſh Editor; 


be mortified the Clerey 3 3 bus it proved 4 * 


vere Revenge. 
The . Manner of proſecuting Wickliff was 
fo cool, ic puts me in mind of Dr. Clark and 


Ma Whiſton: 4 Frown from the Court ſhall 


frrike a Convocation dumb and Wade e, . 


'T bey ſhall gape and yawn, and eee & now 


what Hereſie means. "1 
The Clergy in our Days out- 40 all 8 ; 


plaiſance : They are ſo far from frowning at 
Hereſie, if their Superiore ſeem to favour it, 
that rhey can write Books, and prove that He- 


Tom. 


ce ſome will 2 7 that wickliff 7s 
wrong'd ; he is not the Perſon he is reported 
70 be But to clear this beyond all Diſpute, 
rom unconteſted Facts that 
Wicklift*'s 
11. 


Notions Were wicked and Ami 


main Pillars, viz. Sacrilege and Rebellion : In 


relation to the firſt be taught, That Endow- 
ing Churches was Paganiſm, and that- Tempo- Fr, 
ral Lords might ſubſtra4 whatever was 2 . 


ven to ſuch ſuperſtitious Purpoſes. 


The Account Wallingham gives of Wickliff 


and his Doctrines I ſhall briefly lay down 


other 


ſtupiſying Magick therein as to 


* 
26 $i 


reſie is a Chimera, and eek i an ay Phan- 


His Religion Was chinfy Suppon red by o 5 


in ſuch a Manner, that every Article may i 
be referred 0 and compared with what 


2% & 


Pfau by the Engliſh Editor. X11 
ſe- A} other Hiſtorians are FO zo ſay N 0 


bim. 


»d I. He * the Shew of kiuniliy. 
all and taught his Followers to go without 


Shoes. eg 
II. That the Pope of Rome had no more 


Power of the Keys than a common Prieſt, | 
III. If there is a God, Temporal Lords 
may lawfully take _ the Temporals 5 


at an offending Church. 
i IV. If a Temporal Leal knows that the 


Church does offend, he is obliged under Pain 
of Damnation to take away her Temporals. 

V. That the Goſpel alone is ſufficient for 
Piety; and that all "Monaftick: Rules and Re- 
Wm Diſcipline * no more to the Perfe- 
ction 


w__ 


ä . tte 


I. tee atq; 1 Weids unius ; fete 5 in ſimul Oxoniis & 
alibi commorantes, talaribus indutos' veſtibus de Ruſſeto, 
8 in ſignum profeſſionis amplioris incedentes nudis pedibus 
qui ſuos errores, in populo ventilarent, & palam a= publice 
45 in ſuis ſermonibus prædicarent. Walſingh. Het. Angl. 
188. 
O II. Item quod Papa Romanus non habet majorem po- 
teſtatem in clavibus Eecleſiæ, quam quiſcunq; alius in 
ordine ſacerdotis conſtitutus. Mid. 
III. Si Deus eſt, Domini Temporales poſſunt legitime 
ac meritorie auferre bona fortunæ ab Eccleſiæ delin- 
quente. Ibid. 
IV. Item ſi Dominus Temporalis noverit Eccleſiam 
delinquentem, tenetur ſub pena damnatione ejus ab ea 
temporalia auferre. 163d. 
V. Item quod Evangelium ſufficit ad regalandum 1 in 
vita iſta WW Chriſtianum, & quod omnes aliæ 
gulæ 
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xiv Preface by the Engliſh Editor. 
ction of Chriſtian Piety, than Whiting adds 
to the Subſtance of a Wall. WR 

VI. That the Pope, and no other Prelate, 


ought to have Priſons for the Puniſhment of 
Qlfanders : : But that they ought to have 


free Liberty to do what they pleaſe. 
VII. That God cannot Cane perpetual 
Dominion to one Man, and to his Heirs. 
VIII. Whether⸗ the Church in an offend- 
ing State is left in the Breaſt: of the Temporal 
Lord; and he is bound to act in Purſuance of 
his own Determinations, | 
IX. A Man cannot be 1 un- 
leſs he is firſt Excommunicated by himſelf. 
X. No Power is given by Chriſt to Excom- 
municate Perſons, eſpecially not for the Sub- 


ſtraction of Temporal Dues ; but rather on 
the contrary. 


6＋— — 


XI. *Tis 


gulæ Warum ſub quarum obſervantiis Ds 
religioſi non plus perfectionis addunt Evangelio quam ad- 
W albedo parieti. 1bid. 

I. Item, quod nec Papa nec alius Prelatus Fccleſiz 
deberet habere Carceres aut puniendum delinquentes, ſed 
quilibet delinquens poſſet libere quocung; vellet tranſire 
& facere quæ fibi placeret. bid. 

VII. Deus non poteſt dare homini pro ſe & kneedius 
ſuis imperpetuum Civile Dominium. 1bid p. 205. 

VIII. Nunquid Eccleſia eſt in tali ſtatu vel non, non 
eſt meum diſcutere ſed Dominorum Temporalium exami- 
nare & poſito caſu confidenter agere, & ſub pœna dam- 
nationis æternæ ejus temporalia auferre. bid. | 

IX. Non eſt poſſible hominem excommunicari niſi prius 


& principaliter excommunicatur à ſeipſo. Ibid. 


X. Non eſt exemplificata poteſtas à Chriſto vel ſais: 
diſcipulis excommunicandi ſubditos, precipue propter 
negationem tem poralium; fed L contra. Hid. 

XI. Non 


Preface hy the Engliſh Editor. xv 

KI. Tis impoſſible even in the Nature of 
God to grant that the Pope, or any other Per- 
ſon, who pretend to bind or looſe, ſhould by 
that ver Act bind or looſe. 
XlII. We ought to believe that he only 
binds and looſes while he conforms himſelf 
to the Law of Chriſt. | 

XIII. A meer Clergy-Man cannot, with- 
out mortal Sin, aſpire after Civil Dominion. 

XIV. All Civil Government, properly 
ſpeaking, is a State of Sin, 

XV. God cannot exerciſe Civil Govern- 
ment; ſo neither could Man in a State of In- 


nocence; nor can a Clergy-Man without 
Guilt do the fame. 


XVI. It is a mortal Sin for a Body of 
Clergy-Men to acquffre the Goods of For- 


| tune. 


XVII. Irs 


<—Y 


_ CFE "= 


«4 


XI. Non eſt poflibile de potentia Dei W quod 


= <1 Papa vel alius pretendat ſe quoviſmodo ſolvere vel li- 


gare eo ipſo ſolvit vel ligat. id 
XII. Credere debemus quod ſolum tunc ſolvit ve ligat 
quando ſe conformat Jegi Chriſti. 7% : 
XIII. Non ſtat pure Clericum abſq; mortali peccato 
Civiliter Dominarium. Bid p. 209. 4 
XIV. Dominium Civile formaſiter dictum ſapit inſe. 
peraliter peccatum. Bid. 2 
XV. Sicut Deus non poteſt exercere actus civiles nec 
homo in ſtatu innocentie, ſic illicitum eſt alicui pure 
Clerico actus civiles exercere. bid. 
XVI. Quodcung; Collegium Clericorum quod acquirit 
bona fortune. Redditus vel proventus, ac eis civiliter 
dominetur peccat mortaliter. 16/4, 


XVII. Eft 


_ o 
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VNXVII. It's abſolutely impoffible in the Na- 


Civil Dominion. ORs 
XVIII. If the Laws of England were to 
take Place, the greateſt Part of the [Riches 
and Endowments in the Hands of the Reli- 
gious would be taken away. 


1 XIX. God ought to obey the Devil. 
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ſhop, while they continue in a mortal Sin. 
XXI. Subjects ought not to obey Humane 
Laws not founded on Scripture. 


nicated but with a Proſpe& of his Amend- 
ment. e ee e 
f XXIII. If a Prelate egcommunicates a Per- 
mite ſon appealing to the State, he is a Traitor. 


XXIV. It's 


o 6 
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* 
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regnaſſe civiliter. 1b:d. | | | 
XVIII. Major pars accumulationis bonorum fortune in 


0% gliæ eflent debite Executa. id. 8 bY 
TH XIX. Deus obedire debet Diabolo. id. p. 33. 
1 | XX. Nullus eſt Dominus, ſimul nullus Epiſcopus, nul- 
i tus eſt Prelatus, dum eſt in peccato mortali. id. 
XXI. Ubi leges humanæ non fundantur in Scriptura 
% facra ſubditi non tenentur obedire. 14d. 1 
0 XXII. Nullus debet aliquem excommunicare niſi ex 
i.) charitate & pro ſalute animz ſue. Mid. © 
144 XXIII. Prælatus excommunicans clericum qui appellat 
110 ad Regem & Conſilium „ eo i 1 i eſt 
g nſilium Regni,, eo ipſo traditor Dei eſt 


"ol & Regis Regni. bia. | | 
0 | | | XXIV. Contra 
7 
f 


ture of God, that Chriſt ſhould exerciſe 


XX. There can be no Lord, nor no Bi- 


XX1I: No Perſon ought to be excommu- 


XVII Eſt impoſſibilede Dei potentia ne bi 


manibus religioforum eſſet diſſoluta, fi jura Regni An- by 
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Preface by Eng liſn Wld xvii 
3 XXIV: It's againſt — old and new Law, 
cife that Glergy-Men ſhould have temporal of. 
* ſeſſions. pts | 
XXV. There will never be Happineſs or 


to 
ns 1 Penne in a Kingdom till thoſe Temporals are 
li- taken away from Eccleſiaſticks. 


3 XXVI. If the Pariſhioners know their 
Curate to be a wicked of an immoral Man, 
"X they are obliged to ſubſtract his Dues; other- 
wife they are Partners in his . 
XXVII. That Tythes are mere Alms; and 
W if the Curates are wicked, . they may be ſud- 
= ſtrated. 

MO XXVII. The Bap til * an Infant ! is in- 
aalid, if the Prieſt or Godfathers or Godmo- 
1 ther are in a mortal Sin. „„ 
4 | * IX. If 


wy wt 
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- * dy. 1 13 
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XXIV. Contra antiquam legem ſt; & contra novam, 
quod viri Ecclefiaſtici habeanr poſleſſiones temporales. 
Ibid. 

Re 6 Nunquam erit bona pax & plenaria in Regno 
iſto quouſq; iſta temporalia auferantur A viris Eecleſi- 
aſticis. 1bid. 

XXVI. Quod fi Parochani eienr Curated! Som | 
incontinentem eſſe & malum, debent ſubſtrahere ab ev 
decimas, & alias ſunt fautores criminis & conſentientes | 
ceius malis operibus. Id p. 34. | 

XXVII. Quod decime ſunt pure eleemoſir ine, & in 
caſu quo Curati fuerunt mali, poſſunt licite eas alis con- 
ferre. bid. 
XXVIIL. Si aliquis Capellanus, vel Compatres vel Com: 

matres Infantium puerorum temporibus, quibus hujuſ- 
modi pueros ſive Infantes baptizaverunt & levaverunt de 
ſacra fonte, fuerint in aliquo mortali peccato derenti, 

Infans hujuſmodo ſive puer, non eſt baptizatus, nec re- 


cepit — hujuſmodi ſacramentum Baptiſmi. IbBid. 
| © £1 XXIX. Qui- 
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Orders of wk Prieſthood, he that i is per 


is not reſerved to Biſhops. 


xvili Peace hn * Engliſh 8 

XXIX. a, Biſhop confers the ſacred 
Ma 
ly ordained is no Prieſt, unleſs. he be all 1 
ordained . 9 

XXX. If a Man is truly contrite, all 
manner of Confeſſion | is {unneceſſary and im- 
. 047 


XXXI. The Sgcramens. of Confirmation | 


XXXII. In the Ap #1304] ies tiere were 
but two Orders i in the Church, Naeh and 9 
Deacons. 3 

XXXIII. Arctis. Bilhops, Arch dea 
cons, C. c. are the Pimps of Antichriſt, . 

XXXIV. All Matrimonia] Contracts are br 
void which are enter'd into upon the Conſi- 7 


© 


OP. of Comfort, mutual Aſſiſtance, or 
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XXXIX Geh Epiſcopus Gölles alicui fierss 


ordides F hujuſmodi perſonaliter ordinatus, 


non eſt Preshyter ratione collationis hujuſmodi ſibi 


JE facta, niſi ſit eleftus 4 Deo. id. 


XXX. Qndd ſi homo fuerit debite contritus omnis con- 


1 5 kee exterior eſt ſibi ſuperflua & inutilis. 7bd p. 30 


XXXI. Collatio Sacramenti Confeſſionis non eſt Epiſ- . 
copis reſervata. 4rtieyle imp · à Job. ., Art. 3. 


pu Orth. Grati um. 


XXXII. Quod tempore Pauli Cafficiebanr 400 ordines 4 
Clericorum, Sacerdos, & Diaconus. Ibid: Art. 6 oo 
„ XXXIII. Quod iſti duodecim ſint procuratores Anti- 
i Papa, Cardinales, Patriarchz, Archie; iſcopi, 1 


Præſules, Epiſcopi, Archdiaconi, Officiales, & Decani, 
_ &c. - 1bid. 


XXXIV. Quod antiqui qui. ex cupiditate rerum tem- 2 


'poralium, ex ſpe mutuarum juvaminum aut ex cauſa ex- 


? eue 


- 


= Preface by the Engliſh Editor. xix 
Convenience of Life, by Perſons who had no 

Uopes of Children. 

= XXXV, Divorce by Reaſon of Conſan- 


guibity is an Humane Ordinance, 
XXXVI. Whoever is Meek and Humble, 


he is the Greateſt in the Church, and the 
viear of Chriſt. | 
-XXXVIE All Things which: happen come 
Wn to paſs by unavoidable N eceſſity. 1 EPL 
= XXXVII.L For Temporal Dominion, the 
Iuſtice of the Perſon who governs is ſo re- 
gqoiſite, that no Perſon who is guilty of a 
wortal Sin can claim any kroperty in the 
Goods of Life. 

k | XXXIX. Peop le may at their Pleaſure 
= puniſh their Rn Governors. 


XL. Univerſities, Colleges, ec. are Haw 


FF rheniſh, and _ as niuch Hurt to the Chun 
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XVI 
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== cuſandz libidinis, licet de prole deſperent * 
invicem, non vere matrimonialiter copulantur. 
. XXX V. - Cauſe' Divortis ratione Conſan 
Affinitatis ſunt infundabiliter humanitus ordinate. A7. 8 

Us. 1 quod ſuam Eccleſiam, ambilior ille tam in Ec- 
lei: 


Art. 7. 
uinitatis vel 


I. Quicunque eſt humilier ſervivilier in amors 
jor & proximus eſt Chriſti Vicarius, Art. 15. 


II. cy omni quæ evenient abfolute necefſario 
Art. 1 


XXXVIII. Quod ad verum Dominium ſeculare requi- 


ritur juſtitia Dominantis fic quod nullus in PRO mor- 
trali eſt Dominus alicujus rei. 


Art. 16. 


XXXIX. Populares poſſunt ad ſuum arbitrium Domi- 
nos de linquentes corrigere. Art. Con. à Con. Conſt. Art. LF...” 
XL. Univerſitates, Studia, Collegia, Graduationes, & 


Magiſteria f in eiſdem, &c. 


Art. 29. 


Ce 2) Theſe 


/ 


xx Preface by the Engliſh Editor. 
. Theſe are the moſt material Articles againſi 
John Wickliff, in which we find a plain le: 
velling Scheme both in Church and State, © 
He was ( ſays Wallingham) ſummon'd to 
anſwer to ſuch Articles as were alledged 
againſt him: And he gave in the following 
equivocating Defence, which. I ſhall here ex- 
bibit to the Reader as I find it in the above- 
mentioned Author. Hiſt. Angl. p. 206. 1 
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I. That as to what he ſaid concerning Per- 
petual Dominion, he meant, That the Church 
could not eſtabliſh any perpetual Political 
Dominion for ever; nor that the Laity could 
eſtabliſh a perpetual Civil Power; nor could 
God himſelf be the Author of any ſuch 
Power, becauſe he had promis'd a Diſſolu- 
tion of the Empire of this Warld, and ano- 
ther more heavenly one to commence in its 
Ey the firſt Solution John Wickliff ſeen'd 
7 have in his Eye, That the Pope's Leaſe to 
the Patrimony of St. Peter might expire in 

Time, and an Opportunity might bæ taken to 
refuſe renewing the ſame. But this was 
the leaſt of his Faults : T ſhall proceed to the 
II. Whereas he ſaid, If there is a God, 
Temporal Lords may lawfully take away the 
Temporals from an offending Church, the Pro- 

* « | poſition 
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4 


ege; 4 Bait which could not Tata ro "0 


ee the Engliſh Editor. xæxi 
poſition meant no more, than, That God 


oh command thoſe Temporal Lords to pu- 
niſh the Church with a F orſeiture of her 


Teupen enn, 0a 
Ie would be very difficult | to Se 40 


Exp Ianation with the Grammatical Conſtrufion 
* fe the Words, of the Reader may evidently 
2e 


bis ſbuffling' and winding, and wreſi- 


ing his own Senſe. However, this Article 


was eviden the contrived to encourage Sacri- 


with the Duke: of Lancaſter. 


In. That it is not poſlible for any Mai to 
be Excommunicated, unleſs he firſt Excommu- 


nicated bimſelf, he meant no more, than, 


That Excommunication could not take Effet 
clave errante; but there muſt be ſome pre- 
vious Crime in the Offender, which muſt 


WW draw down that Sentence upon him. 


IV. He did not deny abſolutely the Law- 


| fulneſs of Excammunication for Civil Ri ghts: 


But he denied that they ought purely to be 


che Motive of ſending People to Hell; but 
the Cauſe of God muſt in ſome Meaſure be 
affected before ſuch a Sentence ought to be 


paſſed upon him. | 
V. Asto that Article, 2 2 "ks 2 * 


he only binds and looſes while he conforms 


hd 10 che Law of Cbriſt, he only meant, 
That 


xxii Prefate by the Evigliſh Benn 

That he ought in his Cenſure to have the 
Rules of the W th of Ye Oe in 
his Eye. 


VI. That Kings may tale away 1 
from thoſe Clergy who abuſed them, he 
meant no more chan that the Civil Power 
might puniſh Eccleſiaſtical s - 1 


The Reader iy: 2 1 perceive that Wick 
uff only ſhuffled off 42 Proſecution in this An- 
fied.” But his Propoſitions, nakedly examin 2 
in themſelves, are ä Wicket. 


The Firſt Article is the groffeſt Prevanie- 
Zion that ever was. knows. < He takes away 
all Church Government „ and tells you. he 
meant the State He Then. takes. away tbe 


Civil Power, and . in the ene traum. 
phant to explain bis Meaning. GH 


The Second is not much: benter - 4 If thors i is 
a NY” Temporal Lords may ſubſtract the 
Temporalites of the Church, I grant. "chat | 
the Temporal I Lords may take ava the Goods b, 
of the Church; and they may l. thewiſe. rake 
' way the private Property EF the Laity <, But 
7 cannot do the firſt ut Sacrile e, Nor 
the laſt without A . Tajuftice, Th 15 1 ws | 
of God are ſuperior to the Laws of Men 
Nor can the Civil Power alienate what is di- 
reftly made the Property of 'God, unleſs they 
_ 18 God JT to the Civil Pavers A 
which 
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= Preface h the Engliſh Editor, xxiij 
ol 2obich-.is Blaſphemy to aſſert. Accordingly 
ve find in * Gratian, That. a King, nor no 
other than Eccleſiaſtical Property; nor ſhall he 
0 exchange but with another _ Monaſtery ; no 
all he expoſe the ſame to Sale. 
= 7 conclude Wickliff maintained a moſt eraſe 


SS , N 


. /zcrilegious Notion, That the Tempora 


0 | Nation, ities 
might be taken from an offending Church; 
v» hich will juſtify all che Sacrilage of Heu- 
Wo ry VIPs Reign, and give @ fair Pretence to 
baue the, ſame put in Execution this Day. 
= His Salvo, Provided God commands, wil 
= do no Service; becauſe this Juppoſes Divine 
= Revelation to concur; which can be no ſtand- 
ing Rule to ſerve theſe Exigenciea, becauſe it 
bar long ſince ceaſed, and in all Probability 
will nat be reaſſum'd'in this N 
by 1 Bui however, he HIVES a fair Oppor tunity 
10 Pretenders to Inſpiration to rob the Church, 
W £727ng even bis own Euplanat ibn to ſignify 


Fl 


any Thing. a Any 
a The Third Article is ambiguous, and con- 
BY irivedto bear two Senſes to ſerve either Turn, 
which Wickliff ſhould pleaſe" to favour: It 
= 1:97 without any Violation of the Senſe ſup- 


are > =" 4 8 * * — — 
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= * Nemini regum aut cuiquam hominum in proprium 
= jus liceat monaſterium tradere, nifi ad aliud monaſterium, 

vel commutare niſi cum alio monaſterio, quocung; com- 
mercio vendere, Dec. p. 2. Cauſ. 16, 17. c. 40. 


xxiv Preface by b 11 Ene gu Edi itor. 
port the e Worin, That every per. 1 
ſon has the Power of the Keys, and cannot 
be excommunicated without his own Con- 4 
ſent. 5 | 
be fourth Article is olelatel © to encou- 
rage robbing the Church F her Revenues : 
For if ſhe is not ſupported by the State, and 
cannot infiie Spiritual Confirts upon the Ob- 1 
ſtinate, ſhe is left in a dd naked and de- 10 
V e eee Wb. 

The Fifth Article foumds all Spivitual Do- 1 

minion upon Grace; and con zſegquentiy invali: i 1 
Wares Bll the Minifterial Ones performed by 
Traps in a mortal Sin. 5 

His Evaſion is biit a poor Shift, not ſup- 
ator? by the Grammartical Cynſtriction of the 
ords, nor Ffaucur d with the leaſt Shadow 
of Probability that it was his Meaning He 


0 
„ 
A > © 


could not bave ſuch an awkard Way "of ex- 
preſſi Ing NJ as 70 ſpeak contrary to com- 
mon Senſe,” and the Notions he would deliver . 
„ +. on 
* The Sixth Article wanted à more parti cular 9 
Dilatation, becauſe he did not ſtate whether 
the Goods ſoould be compleatly taken away, or 
converted to ſome other Ecclefiaſtical Uſe. 
The latter would have done but little Service 
to Wickliff 4 Patrons at that Time, who bad 

orher Views than to do either God, or their _ 


4 


OE 


„% 
= 7 would ack, Whether any Man will ſiqp- 
Poſe Woodford only rais'd Phantaſms in his 
== wn Brain, and Tock ſuch Pains only to\ an- 
== [wer his own Chimerd*'s £ Woodford muſt be 
W ccregiouſly guilty of falſe Quotations ,, which 


* &* 
* L 
# 
* TY 
1 N Fy 
* - 2 
33 


Preface by the Engliſh Editor. xxv 
To tonclude If the, Reader turns over 
theſe Articles with an impartial Eye, he will 
eaſily perceive the Spirit of thoſe pretended 
Reformers + The Levelling. Scheme was cloſe- 
ly purſued © Moreover, a Vein of Policy and 


Cunning run through the whole. The Bait 
war laid to bring Princes into the Story, and 
allo ꝑbem upon the Church; which they 
dere likely to purſue when they were offer'd 
ber Vitals for their Prey, and 4 Reward of 
= wWalſingham, much to our Purpoſe, obſerves, 
That Wickliff, when he was called to an Ac- 
count, ſoften'd bis Propoſitions : But when he 
pre ached before the Laity, he gave them their 


full EHu æꝓꝙ/ꝓꝶf—́QT‚eqgq 0% | 
To prove the Articles upon Wickliff will be 


0 difficult Tack, if we conſider, 


Jahn Woodford bad Wickliff*'s Books by 
bim: He extracted his Articles from the 
id Writings. The only Queſtion remains, 
I ; 0 


"hether he perform d the Work faithfully, 


Cheats would prevail but a very ſhort Time, 


i Walſingh. Hiſt. Angl. p. 290. 


2 _— 


xxvi preface 5 the Engliſh es. 


when Wickliff*s Boobs were eaſy to be recur d 
to, and would blaſt the faut Nr Anſwer for. 
ever, But not only Woodford, but even the. 
Council of Gamer barmoniouſy agreed in 
the ſame Accuſations. Here was no room 
for Malice or falſe Repreſentations + The ve- 
Words are quoted brought upon the pub- 
2 ck Stage of the World; expoſeæd go the com- 
mon Cenſure. Such an Appeal would have 
made only the Council ridiculous, if their 
Aſſertions could have been ſo eafily convicted 
F Falſebood. _ | 
I would ask whether any Aan in future 
Ages will queſtion whether 55 Biſhop of Ban- 
gor maintained ſuch particular Notions, as 
are not only charged upon him by particular 
Writers ; "iN perhaps ſpec ified by the Lower 
/ Houſe of Convocation in Their Remonſlrance 
| againſt bo. TH 
The Council of Con ſtance declares, That 
they commanded Wickliff's Books to be carefully ly 
excamined by the Doctors and Maſters of the 
Univerſity of Oxford, who made Report of | 
Forty five Articles, which in their Opinion 
were directly Hererical. And theſe Articles 
were accordingly condemned by the Council, 
as the Reader may ſee Sel Bp. 
The ſame Articles are recited in Pope 
ly Martin the 5:h's Bull, at the End o 45 - 
Council ; and whatever war by the Council 
. done in that Caſe, he ſolemnly ratified, : 
1 | | | a - "TOO 
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Preface by the Engliſh Editor. xvii 


= The very ſame Articles, in Number forty 
ve, were acknowledged ever after as Wick- 


liff 5, and Aer maintain d by Huſs and 


Jerom, as 1 proved in the Letter to the Biſhop 


JF Ely. So that we have the Teſtimony of 
Wi Papiſts and Proteſtants in this Caſe. 


Moreover, to return to John Woodford, 


He, as * Labbee obſerves, was commanded 
be Archbiſhop of Canterbury to oppugn 
1 | eighteen Errors F John Wickliff*s 4 taken 
our of his Trialogue, and which were con- 


demn'd by a Synod at London in the Tear 


1397. The Subſtance of them I need not here 
= recite, hecauſe they have been inſiſted upon 
before, and arevcomained in the Body of the 
ba. Articles exhibited againſt him in this Pre- 
face, except one, which ſtruck at Infant Bap- 


Surely. no Man can pretend to ſay that all 


Wy theſe are Forgeries of the Papiſts, becauſe 
= Wickliff's Books were candidly appeal d to 
Loth by the Council of Conſtance and by 


John Woodford. 


Pie have the Corroborating De of 
=Y 4 Hnod at Cologn, Anno 1423. which ap- 


E (& 2) proves 


_— 


Labbee, Con. Tom. 11. par. 2. p. 2080, | 
T Hereſes, Hereticorumq; Johannis Wickliff, Johannis 
Huss, & Hieronymi de Praga, DoQrinas erroneas, Ana - 
themgtizamus, Reprobamus, & Coraliter Condemnamus ; 
aſſerentes cum Concilio Generali Conſtantienſi quod om- 
5 | | nes 


xxviii preface by U the Fn liſh Editor. 


proves of the Cenſure of Fr Council of. Con E 


ſtance as juſt and righteous... 


; If the Papi 35 were Never ſ 0 partial, they 8 
could not poſſibly impoſe  ſach Falſhoods . — 


Wickliff when bis Books avere publickly to 
ſeen in the World; and Wickliff's B 


have nothing to alledge-. an their Side 1 


port oftive Artie ions, without the Ae S Regen * 


of 18 
eil an that of Conſtan ce to be equiyglent ro 


fifty authors. And e are not. wanting on 


our Sides... 
_ What hall we - ſay ro Yhomas Waldenſis, 


who does not on ly rect ice 7 bg. Errors aboue 1 (: 10 


mentioned, but gravely refutes them, | 

. Harpsfield agrees entirely with him, nor 
FRY ſo much as pretend to diſpute his Aut ho- 
rig; from-whom he extrafs the lief Heads 
of. Wickliff? 's Emors. . _ 
A Council held at * 3 Anno 1329, 
forms, Tears before that in which William Wood 


ford was employed, recites bis Errors about Ex- 


communication, Dominion of Grace, &c. Some 


| Bs Wicklif 's Ellen viz. .N icolas- Here- 
i | | ford, 


„r 


nes Pied Articuli aut ſunt piarum Aurium offen. 


fivi, aut Seditioſi, aut Scandaloſi, vel manifeſtea fide Devii 
ſeu expreſſam Flereſim in continentes, prout in ſententia 


Jata contra Dietos hæreticos & ipſorum perverſa Dogmata 
plenius continetur. * Colon, os N with oo 


Tom. 1A. P. 363, 364. 
2 2 See this ook, p. 32, 33. 
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Preface by the Engliſh Editor. xXix- 
bord, Philip Rapyndon, and John Ayſheton, 


' were ſummoned to the Council, and renoun- 


ced the Errors charged upon them by the 


10 Council in a great meaſure. However, "to 


particular Articles they did not an ifu wer 


= with that Cindour and * as was re- 
UT I quite : Upon which 4 Day prefixed, in which 
„ they were to appear, and be admoniſhed to 
return 4 poſitive Anſiver, under Pain of be- 
7. ing otherwiſe deemed: Hereticks. 


Some 2 o_ erticies 1 70 Ph — refuſed 


"Fo che Article, * That \ mu 


me Devil, zbey ſuid, God did in Cn. Me. 

ſure owe the Obedience of Charity to the 
Devil: Which was as much as to ſay, God 
was obliged to love the Dæuil. 


They were alſo required to give an ex preſe 


= 4n/wer to the Queſtion, Whether a Poll te 
could excommunite a Godly Man? Ey which 
ve may perceive they founded all Church 


Cen ſures, as well as Civil Penalties, hon 
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by — an bn Jebeur aliquem e obedi- 
entiæ Diabolo dixerunt quod ſic. Scilicet obedientiam 
charitatis quia diligit eum & punit eum ut debet. Conc. 


| Lond, * * Tom, 11. Par. 2: = W TELLS. 
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xxx Preface by the Engliſh Editor. 


Jo the Queſtion, Whether a Religious ö 


was obliged to get his Bread with the La- 
bour of Hands; they refuſed to give any 
+» We muſt obſerve in all this Proceſs the 
Criminals did not pretend to dehy the Errors 
charged upon them : But ſome they recanted, 
and others they pertinaciouſly inſiſted upon 
and maintain d; which, in my Opinion, is 
as firong Evidence that Wickliff maintain 
thoſe Notions, as can be produced, 
Moreover, Harggfield gives us an Account, 
from the Regiffmm Herefordenſe, of one 
John Treſvauntius, Biſhop of Hereford, who 
proſecuted a Prieſt and a Lay-Man even to 
a Recantation, for ſcattering ' ſome of Wick- 
liff : Notions: Amongſt the reſt two were 
remarkable, viz. That none could be a Prieſt 
in a mortal Sin; and, That it was unlawful 
upon any Account to wage War. 
He alſo gives another Relation of Court- 
ney, Archbiſhop of Canterbury, who redu- 
ced a Lady back to a Numnery, who had 
been ſeduced from thence by the Poiſon of 
Wickliff®s Notions. From whence I conclude, 
the ſame Spirit of Luſi, and Contempt of 
the moſt ſacred Vows, animated Wickliff, as 
_ &fterwards inſpired the Siſters of the German 
0 ee , ee LOOT 
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Herpißelds Hiſt, Wickliffiana, c. 16. 
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babe by the Engliſh re xxxi 


Reformation; rather to turn M. bores ban keep 
ber Pow of Chaſtity. 


But in uch Caſes as cheſe, 1. 0 of 


Argument is made up with the Strength and 


Prevalence of Nature; and Luther found a 


ere Hof of ſuch Converts 


| The ſame learned and diligent Eccleft 4 i. 


Hiſtorian has obliged the World with ano- 
ber Recantation of the Lord Clifford's : The 
WY Subftance of which was, That the ſeven. Sa- 
craments are only dead Signs, and work no 
real Effect: That Marriage was an indi- 
| ſpenſable Duty both in the Laicks and Reli- 
=# gious ; whoever neglects being married when 
he can get a Wife is worſe than a Murderer, 
| deſtroys the Seed, and does his beſt to thin 
not only the Kingdom of Heaven, but. the 
= Regions of Eternal Darkneſs: That Chil- 
= dren are the worſe for being baptized by 
ga Prieſt. 


He likewiſe, . the Arundel Reg iſter, 
tells us of one John Becket, a zealous Wick- 


= litfite, who maintain'd, That neither King 
or Biſhop were to be obeyed if involved in 2 
J mortal Sin: That Marriage ought not to pre- 
vent an amicable Aſſociation between a Man 
and a Woman, if they like one another: 
That Vickiif's Doctrine was the moſt pure 
of my taught in a . . 
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Hiſtory. He alſo ſubjoins the Teſtimony of 
the Author of the Antiq. Oxon. which con- 
mends him for a Learned and Induſtlricus Hi- 
ſhorian; and yet the Biſhop cannot help ſnar- . 
ling at a Character he is reſolved never to 
arrive at himſelf „ 
Another corroborating Circumſtance to con- 
firm us in the Opinion Wickliff was nor 
wrong d, is the Proprofitions Wickliff laid be- 
: + Bs . fore 


ſp for in compiling his Wl 


. 
*” 


8 Preface belongs. rde 
= Cnmncil of London above mentioned. in the 
7 | Tear 13 82, recanted ; and that bis Recanta- 
rn war ſuppreſſed by Sir Henry Spelman; 
64 was alſo 4 Decree of tbæe Univerſity of 
== Oxford, repeating the Decifions- of tbe 
Council of London, which may be evintet 
Een Wingeon, an 4urbor who lived ar that 
4 Time, and who is above all Exceptions in 
bis Matter for that be fet down in bis 
== 7ournal whatever happened in England as 
ni came to bis Knowledoe, 
babe to the Candid Reader whether 
all this Evidence ſummond together, is not 
ar. ſtrong as can be defired ; or whether all 
as Wickliff's Friends put together can ever" 
clear him of the Errors charged upon him. 
I leave what I have ſaid to every ſeriots 
= Man's Reflection. Wickliff could not be the 
Y Glory of our Iſle, unleſs we glory in Impiety 
aud Enthuſiaſin, in obviating' all the Laws 
AF God and Man, and roving the Peace of 
E ORR 
Luan a worſe Notion be entertained in the 


F 


World, than that both Prieſtr and Kings ceaſe 

r be, and loſe all their Power, in a mortal 
Sin ? Could ever any Notion be more effe- 
#2! contrived to expoſe the Church to 
= | | ( e ) | Enthiu- 


MO Preface bythe Engliſh Editor, xxxlii 
. 29, 30. / dhe Boote, to which this 


He alſo tells us, That Wiekliff, in the 
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If t be Saint is gui lty of complicated M. icked-' 


ing into the Light, and expanding their little 
Foliazes over the Surface of the Earth, — | 
= RT i Our 


©»; hh 
"+, IEEE 


eaten working through t 


; er different Characters. 


The ſame Spirit animated all the Rebelliont 


Be babe bad ſince: It work'd up the Lanca- 
trian Uſurpation, with the Murder of Edward 
6 Fourth's Sons, and poured fourth innocent 
bod upon the Ground, wall rhe Reign of” 
eenry the Eighth.” 


Under him it Mhendored Churches, deſtroy 15 


1 2 Monaſteries, and, in ſbort, wrought fuch 
"5, Fe as babe ſhock'd Religion ever \ 


In Queen Elizabeth' s Time it brought 4 a 


1 Duzen tb the Scaffold; and aug he a Precedent. 
x br bich will never be Forgotten We want on- 


ly Power, not a wicked perverſe Mill, to ac 
2 ſame again at this Day. | 
What it has done fince, let every Man 
now The Aged can tell the Young ; and 


be Truth can experimentally and wn in- 
Lruct their Poſterity. 


We are every Day in danger of reducing 


= Irhe wicked Notions of Wickliff into Prafice - 


WE Even Chriſtianity is in the utmoſt Danger of” 


ne entirely ruined, while it is ſo vigorouſly 
attacked on the one Side, and ſo lazily de- 
ended on the other + Her Bulwarks have been 
chroun down, her intrinſick. Powers de- 
| rived : 3 


e. ce by the Engliſh Editor. xxxv 
9 Our Soil, tho for, "ſome Hundred of Years ' 

Wares from wickliffitiſm, expreſly ſignified by 
ar Name, yet bas been wiel, by the 
f 2 whole Maſs un- 


b 


XxVI Preface h the Engliſh Editor; I 
Tived, and her external. Diſcipline, in fact, i 
taken away. H bat a dark; Proſpe have qu 
Children before. them. of. Times, not unlite 
thoſe threatened in the Holy Scriptures, when 
the Abomination of Deſolation ſhall poſſeſs 
the Tabernacle, aud fit in the Holy Places. 
Perhaps the Spirit of Wickliff may be mare Wi 
evidently ſeen. in the preſent Biſvop,of: Ban- 
gor's Performances; who bas. convinced rh 
World, tbat when Men begin to break into one 
Article of Faith or Religion, the Devil will 1 0 
not let them. flop there 3 but if. they. have 
taken bis Earneſt, he expe&s they ſhould com- 
pleat the Work, and go. through with their Wi 
Bargain. "Fl OD V 
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I baue no, more to add, onh to wiſh the 
Reader Impartiality, Candour, and Good Na- i 


ture, and bid him Farewell. _ 
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Of THE 


? lor ohn N. 0 e, John Hus, 
1 . Jerom i: Wy: x 


4 AND OF THE 
L F OHEMIAN WARS 
6 Which happened herpes 
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0 HE RE is "nothing more difficulr 

JS than to write the Hiſtory of the 
later Hereſies; for beſides that it 
is too large and intricate to be 
treated of with that exactneſs it 
„ 3 ought : This Hiſtory is ſo extra- 
_ vagant in its Original, and ſo ſurprizing in its 
x PRocipel Circumſtances, that the nearer Ap- 
| B n 


tay. 


proaches we make to Truth, the farther we e ſhall 
ſeem n Reaſon. VE 
5 6. 1. In the followide | Pages you. will "ee, 
that the Hereſie, of which I write the Hiſtory, 
took its Riſe in England; from the Diſappoint- 
ment of a certain Prieſt, in not being advanc'd 
to the Biſhoprick of Wincheſter. It was upheld 
by the Duke of Lancaſter, as favouring 54g De- 
ſigns of excluding his Brother's eldeſt Son from 
the Succeſſion to the Crown. The King gave 
it leave to increaſe, to the end that he might 
thereby recover the Authority over the Perſons 
and Revenues of the Church, which-he pretend- 
ed a Right to from the Laws of Milliam the 
— — His Miſtreſs receiv d it into her 
Protection, as giving Countenance to her De- 
baucheries: So that in vain its Progreſs was op- 
pos'd by the Pope, and Exliſb Biſhops. . Nor did 
the vile Puni ment of Heaven upon the King, 
ſtir up more Prudence and Caution in his Succeſ- 
ſor. And the Primate of Eugland, for having 
conn. at its Eſtabliſhment, "became the firſt 
Victim to that Error. 
The Seditions, Murders -and Rebellioils, here- 
by occaſion'd, were all incapable. to ſhake off 
from the Encliſmen the Lethargy they had 
fallen into, or to make them ſee, that the Down- 
fal of that Hereſte was no leſs the Intereſt of the 
State than of the Church. Not did the terrible 
Death of its Author, or the Vengeance of 
Heaven, which ſhew'd it ſelf in ſo viſible a man- 
ner upon him, prevent his paſſing for a Saint 
amongſt his Diſciples and Followers. 
The Contagion ſpread it ſelf into Bohemia, by 2 
Decree brought from the Univerſity of Oxford; 


into . of Prague. The Suſpictons, * 
L the 


Il 


Tp 
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xk Bbbeais an Doctors had contracted a gainft 


thoſe Germans, who were in Poſſeſſion of the beſt 
Preferments in that Univerſity, brought it into 
the publick Lectures. And Hus and Jerom of 
Prague openly profeſs'd themſelves its Defenders. 
From hence ſprung new Troubles, and new In- 
ſurrections, inſomuch that 7/; nceſlaus loſt his 
Crown, by not wy able to "Pe: a op to 
them 
The Heat and Numer of the Council of 
Conſtante ſerv'd only to give new ' Life to the 
Aſhes of Jahn Hus and Ferom of Prague And a 
furious Zeal to revenge their Deaths cauſed a 
great Defection in Boheme. 
Ziſca, ſo famous for his Victories, placed him- 


| ſelf at the Head of the Revolters, and came off 


triumphant in many pitch'd. Bartels againſt the 
whole Forces of *Bohejria and Germany, beingal- 
ways' Conqueror, and never conquer d. His 
Succeſſors at the firſt maintain d their Hereſie with 
like Succeſs: But not being Heirs to his good 
Fortune, any more than to his Credit and Autho- 


rity among the Huſſites, they at length loſt many 


Battels ; yet were they not thereby diſcourag A, 
nor did the Fury of their falſe Zeal abate, - till 
they turned a well-peopled Nation into an horrible 


: and deſolate W tlderneſs. 


'The-Catholick League, 8 by means of 


the Council of Bal, at length oppreſs'd them; 
and the charitable Condeſcenſion of the Church, 
in admitting the Remnant of that Sect to a Re- 
conciliation, gave Peace to Bohemia, and was 
the laſt ſtep towards the utter aboliſhing of this 
Hereſie. 


This Hiſtory cannot end more agreeably, than 
in the Reconciliation of the Huſſites to the 


Church, ſince it was that which in effect ſup- 


=» preſs d 


„ „ 
preſs'd the Spirit of Rebellion in this Hereſie; 
and convinced the Maintainers of it, that to 
live quietly was their chief Security. This, 
however, is certain, that ſince that time they 
have made no Diſturbance; nor hath their Re- 


2 


Parts of Ariſtotle, and the leſs intelligible Topicks 
of School- Divinity. This he taught publickly 
at Oxford, in the Quality of the King's Profeſſor. 
And as he excell'd amongſt his Collegues, his 
Auditory was generally more crowded than that 
of the reſt. A Biſhoprick was the ordinary Re- 
treat of this ſort of Men; and if any of them, 
after having for ſo many Years receiv'd the Ap- 
plauſes of the Univerſity, ſhould haye the Am- 
bition to think himſelf deſerving of it, the thing 
wes ſo common, and appear'd ſo reafonable, 
that no Body was offended at it. The Chapters 
too, upon whoſe Voices the Election abſolutely 
depended, were diſpoſed to prefer the Divinity- 
Profeflors to all others, as ſuppoſing them Toy 

| a vers d 


= A ; II 5 14 | . n | 
vers'd in Quirks and Cavils, and conſequently leſs 


capable of conteſting their Privileges. 


Fg. 3. Bu ras the Court of Rome did often in- 
tervene in Affairs of that Nature, by reaſon of 
the concern they had in having the Sees filled 
with Perſons true to their Intereſt, that they 
| might meet with no Oppoſition in levying the 
Peter-Pence, a Tribute which was exacted yearly 
upon every Chimney in the Kingdom: It hap- 
pened, that the Miniſters of that Court oppos'd 
the Election of Mickliße, either becauſe he was 
ſuſpected by them, or that they had ſollicited for 
another. It is not exactly known whether his 
= Excluſion was ſolely owing to that Cauſe : How- 
= ever tis certain, HY/ickliffe wholly imputed it to 


the Holy See, and ſought for means to avenge 

=—_ himſelf of the Pope. To do this there was only 
one Method practicable, which conſiſted in blaſt- 
= ing his Reputation : But herein he knew, that 


Caution and Addreſs were neceſſary ; and that 
his Deſigns muſt at preſent be diſſembled. He 


1 | fear'd to be immediately oppreſs'd, if they ſhould 


happen to be diſcover'd, before he had ſecur'd 
himſelf of a powerful Protector. Thus was 
IVickliffe well aware of the abſolute Ncceſſity he 
lay under to keep Silence, until it ſhould be per- 
mitteg him to ſpeak with Impunity. © He choſe 
therefore to wait for a favourable Conjuncture; 


and in the mean time applied himſelf to the Pe- 


ruſal of the Schiſmatical Writings of thoſe, who 
had defended the Emperors and the Anti-Popes 
againſt the] Popes : He carefully fill d his Mind 
with the Sentiments of the later Hereticks, who 
had ſeparated themſelves from the Communion 
of the Church; and from theſe two envenom'd 
Fountains he ſuck'd in ſuch Errors, as might — 
44 „ eaſily 
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eaſily be inſinuated into the Hearts of the Engiifh- 
men, upon account of the relation they bore to 
their natural Inclinations. At length he reſolv'd 

to preach againſt Tranſubſtantiation; Church-Go- 
vernment, Religious Houſes; and the unequal 
Diſtribution of temporal Goods. But before that 
he had explained himſelf upon theſe four Heads, 
which were equally deſtructive to the State, *as 
to Religion, he advanced certain Propoſitions, 
from which he hop'd to dra Conſequences no 
leſs prejudicial to the Church than the former; 
and of the Falſity of which the Eng could not 
eaſily be convinc d. He taught, that Engliſhmen 
were not bound in Conſcience to pay the Peter- 
Pence; and that if any one had, through Craft 
or Subrilty, - freed himſelf from that Tribute, he 
was under no Obligation to make Reſtitution. 
He brought into difpute the ige, by. vertue 
whereof the 3 of the Holy See ex- 
acted that Tribute: But as he wanted Proof: to 
he w it to be falſe, he took upon him to aſſert; 
that it was unjuſt on both ſides; #: e. as well on 
the part of Ne Innocent III. who accepted it, 
as on the part of Kin John, who had ſubjected 
his Kingdom to it. For: that his Holineſs had no 
right to impoſe a Tax upon England, which he 
had never conquered by Force of Arms, nor de- 
livered from any Tyranny: And that as to King 
Pe how ſovereign a Prince ſoever he might 
eſteemꝰ' d, yet did not his Power extend ſo far, 
as to make "bis/Crown Tributary for-the ſake of 
his own particular Intereſts ; or that if he could, 
yet that the Tribute ought not to continue 
longer than his Life, nor paſs to his Succeſſors, 
Who had not in like manner, as he, murder d 
their Nephews, and conſequently ought not to 


be reduc d to the Necellity of purchaſing ſo dear 
an 
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n 0 


for their Crimes. 


25 wy 


an Abſolution from thoſe Cenſures which they 


had never incurr'd. Then did Wichliſſe examine 
into the Revenues of the Church, and maintain, 


that though the Piety of thoſe Chriſtians was 
excuſable, who were moved to give them by 


| the good uſe the Church made of em in their 


Days, yet the Abuſes which had fince been in- 
troduc'd were fo exceſſive, that the Parliament 


W ought to retrench them, and employ the better 


part of them in ſupplying the Neceſſities of the 
State, wherewith the meaner part of the People 


nad been burden'd. He added, that the Church 


poſſeſſing two third parts of the Kingdom, it was 


S {range that it ſhopld be exempt from all Con- 


tributions, and enjoy a Repoſe, which in the 


greateſt part of its Miniſters, degenerated into 
ſoftneſs, and which was not in the leaſt charge 
able to them: And he would often wonder, that 
the difference of Miniſters ſhould rather proceed 


from the Character that was given them, than 


Tom the Sanity of their Lifey and Purity of 


their Doctrine : And he taught, that to work 


WT with their own Hands had been impoſed upon 


the Clergy, as well as upon all others ever ſince 


me Fall of Adam; That Tythes were but Alms, 


which might be refuſed to thoſe who demanded 
them only, that they might glut themſelves with 
Voluptuouſneſs, inſtead of doing publick Penance 


6. 4. Tnuzsz new Doctrines, delivered with 
an artful Vehemence, by a Man naturally apt to be 
tranſported, paſs'd with eaſe among the Populace 


for an extraordinary Zeal ; and acquired to Meck- 


liffe ſo great a Reputation, that the Duke of 
Lancaſter became deſirous to hear him, and was 
almoſt as ſoon his Diſciple, as his Auditor. Be 
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was a Prince, whoſe Intereſts went had in hand 
with the Doctrines Wickliffe taught; from whence | 
he was able to draw great Advantages : He was 
at that time the eldeſt of the King's, Sons; but 
had not been originally. ſo ; for the Prince of 
Wales, ſo famous in Hiſtory for taking Priſoner 
John King of France, and for re-eſtabliſhing Peter 
the Cruel on the Throne of Caſtile, was born be- 


fore him. But that young Hero was now dead, 
and had left behind him but one Son, and him 


ſo young, that the Duke of Lancaſter had ima- 

in'd to himſelf, that it would not be impoſſible. 
to exclude him from the Crown. The Princi- 
ples he went upon were, that the Right of Suc- 
ceſſion was not ſufficiently explain'd in the Laws. 
of William the Conqueror; and that the younger 
Son of the ſame King William had ſucceeded to 
the Crown, to his elder Brother's Prejudice. But 
his principal Reaſon conſiſted in the famous Pro- 
ceſs, in a like Caſe, for the Dutchy of Bretagne, 


which the Batt& of Aurai had effectually divided. 
For the Engliſhmen having taken part with the 


Conqueror, and pretended that Bretagne was held 
in Fee of them, they muſt either be oblig'd to 


follow that Law, which they had defended by 


Force of Arms ; or at leaſt confeſs themſelves, by 
a contrary Proceeding, to have committed an 
evident Injuſtice. The eldeſt Son of the Duke 
of Bretagne died before his Father, and left Iſſue 
only one Daughter, who was afterwards mar- 
ried to Charles of Blois : The younger Son, Count 
de Monfort, put in his Claim to the Dutchy 
(though he had been already condemn'd by the 
King in Parliament) to the Excluſion of that 
Princeſs, and accordingly took Poſſeſſion of the 
Dnkedom. The Count de Blois loſt his Life in a 
Combat; and his Widow made an Hon 
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dation with the Son of him who had deprived 
her. The Deſign of the Duke of Lancaſter was 
in like manner to treat the Son of his deceaſed 
Brother the Prince of Wales : But as England was 
far more cdnſiderable than Bretagne, ſo the Duke 
was ſenſible that he ſhould meet with greater 
Obſtacles than thoſe which Count de Montfort 
had ſurmounted. The chief whereof ſprung from 
the Ad miration the Engliſhmen had for the Virtue 
of that Prince, and the good Inclinations that 
nad inſpir'd in them towards him; and which 
yet ſo 5 prevailed upon them, that nothing could 
be more in ſupportable to them, than to ſee his 
Son ſupplanted; and thoſe Hopes caſt away, which 
chey had conceived of the Infant, that he would 
ve no leſs valiant or ſucceſsful chan us Father. 
his popular Love could not be rooted out of 
Nhe Hearts of the People, unleſs by two Expe- 
Wdicnts, which twas neceſſary ſhould ſpeedily be 
put in execution, for-that their Operation oughe 
to be of long continuance. The one was to ac- 
Wh cuſtom the People of England to ſpeak ſo often, 
and ſo favourably of the Duke of Lancuſter, that 
W they ſhould not have leiſure left them to entertain 
themſelves with the Heroitk Ackions of the Prince 
of Wales. And the other was; to tie the People 
vithout thinking ef it, in ſd Ittong a Bond to 
che Duke bf Lantaſter „that they ſhould be ſo far 
from refuſing 4 im to be their King, as even 
chemſelves to demand him. And'this imaginaty 
Bond wis the Hereſie of Wickliffe - For if by any 
means he could bring ietto paſs, that the immenſe 
Lands and Treaſures, which the Clergy were 
poſſeſsd of, [ſhould be once taken away, that he 
knew would deſtroy their Authority; which'was' 
the chief Authority of Parliament; and in like 
mY enerrate that of the Nobility, "whoſe great 
85 C Kuppory 
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ſapport ſprung from the fillingup Eccleſiaſtical Pre- 
ferments : So that the whole eil almoſt. devolve 
upon the People, of whom the lower Houſe Was 
compos d. This became an invincible Tempta- 
tion to Wickiiffe, to defend the Duke of Laxcaſter's 
Pretenſions to the Crown, in hopes that that 
Prince being in the ſame Sentiments with himſelf 
would ſacrifice to him the Intereſts of the Clergy 
and Nobility. And theſe were the true Motives 
which prevail d upon the firſt Prince ot the Blood 
in England, to declare A a Fa avourer of 
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6. 5. Tu uE "Reaſons pon which 1. Nliſtreſs 
of the King ſoon after embraced the ſame Coun- 
ſels, were geither ſo concealed, nor of ſuch Con- 
fequence.. She was a Saniard, by Name Alice 


Pierce, of whom Edward III. — ſolenamdur- d 


that ſhe alone governed all things under the Name, 
and with the. Conſent of 252 old King: She 
was under no Apprehenſions of a Fall dating his 
Life, ſo confident was ſhe in her n Charms. 
But it was by no means probable that the King 
could- live leng; and the Parliament being in 
Poſſeſſion, had zit in their Power to call 1 ac- 


count the Favorites of the deceaſed King, who, I 


though- indirectiy, had meddled with publick :Af- 
fair s. If the- Prince of ales ſhould ſucceed to 
the Crown, the King's Miltrels; gguld expect no 
Protection from an Infant, who WAs himſelf- un- 
der Guardians. But if the Duke of Eundaſter 
| ſhould: be advanced to the Regal Dignity, then 
indeed ſhe” might take occaſion to eſcape out of 
England before the Parliament could ſeize upon 
— Perſon; and during that Abſence might re- 
concile her ſelf᷑ to the Members, of which that Aſ- 


* beseelt The King himſelf, in whoſe 
hearing 
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bearing his Son and his Miſtreſs were continually 
extolling the extraordinary Eloquence and Merit 
of Wickliffe, gave Credit to the new Doctrines; 
and though he forbore publickly to eſpouſe them, 
yet that ſeem'd owing to his fear of irritating 
the Pope, whole Power was certainly at that 
time much more formidable than it is at preſent. 
For though the Eſtates of the People were then 
of leſs value, yet, in caſe of a Rupture between 
the Pope and their Sovereign, the moſt part of 
them thought themſelves bound in Conſcience to 
adhere to the Intereſts of the Holy See, without 
conſidering either the Juſtice or Injuſticc of the 
Cauſe: However, the Infe&ion began to ſpread 
it ſelf, and many were ſubje& to its Influence; 
even thoſe, whoſe chief concern it ought to have 
been to ſuppreſs it, conniv'd at its Increaſe. In- 
== deed, thoſe Men who knew how to dive into 
the Secrets of Affairs, and who had reflect- 
ed upon the eaſy Conduct of Edward, ſo con- 
trary to the Violence of his natural Temper, 
imagined that his Deſign was only to avenge 
himſelf of the Holy See, to which he imputed 
the loſs of Guienne. And in truth, whether it 
vas that the Advancement of the Engliſß Gran- 
deur became ſuſpected to the Popes, after that 
they were convinced that Edward had held Intelli- 
gence with their Enemies; and the Pretenſion of 
that King to the Empire had perſwaded the moſt 
incredulous, that his Ambition was unbounded ; 
yet that Prince ſaw thoſe very Meaſures diſcon- 
certed by the Popes, which before they had appro- 
ved of, and found that the Germans, out of Fear of 
Eccleſiaſtical Cenſures, had delayed to execute 
the Promiſes they had made to elect him King of 
the Romans. The Duke of Lancaſter his Son, after 
having leyied an Army capable of making the 
5 C4 „5 Ron 
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Claim of his Wife to the Kingdom of Caſtile con- 
ſiderable, was conſtrained to disband it in dread 
of the fame Thunder. And a Cardinal Legate had 
reconciled. the Dutch with the King of France, 
after having disjoined them from a League with 
England: So that the Enghfþ were no longer con- 
ſidered as a Support te the Holy See, or reckon'd 
"amongſt the number of its Confederates. The 
- moſt Chriſtian King 'Charſes V. hereupon made 
no Scruple to declare War againſt them, and to 
confiſcate the Dutchy of Guienne, at the ſame 
time that the: Scots, weary of their Allegiance, 
had revolted, and ſent into the Field the num- 
ber of thirty thouſand Men. Edward, Who 
march'd himſelf in Perſon to enſlave that valiant 
Nation, receiving Intelligence of the Attempt 
Charles had made to recover Guienne, finding 
himſelf unable to arrive ſoon enough with Suc- 
cours, had recourſe to the Pope, and preſs'd the 

Ex communication of Charles; for that in the late 
Treaty between France and England, it had been 
in expreſs Terms agreed by the two Crowns, 
That he who ſhould violate that Treaty ſhould- 
be cut off from the Communion of the Church: 
But his Holineſs refuſed to caſt the eldeſt Son of 
the Church into that Extremity; which neverthe- 
leſs did not ſo much enrage the Engliſh, as the 
Refuſal to levy a Subſidy of a Tenth upon the 
\ Clergy of that Kingdom, towards the Mainte- 
nance of the War: To do which the King had 
ſent to Rome to demand Permiſſion, and which 
the Sieurs d' Albert and d Armagnac had by their 
Inſtructions from thence èxacted from the Clergy 
of France. Twas in vain that his Miniſter re- 
monſtrated to the Pope, that without that Subſidy 
Giienne would be infallibly loſt. + His Holineſs 
was reſolved neither to yield te — 
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of a Prince ſiſpefted to enfeeble the Authority of 


the Sacred See to the utmoſt of his Power, and 
who would not have put himſelf i into the Poſture 


of a Suppliant, unleſs reduced to the utmoſt Ne- 
ceſſity; nor to the Cabals of the Officers of the 
Apoſtolick Chamber, whoſe Intereſt it was to 


ſupport the Engliſhmen in the Poſſeſſion of Guienue; 
for that the Penſions which they drew from Eng- 
land, were aſſigned to them out of the Revenue 
of that Province. 


But the King Was COON RE tint the Pope 


for another more apparent Reaſon. After that 
he had met with this Refuſal from Rome, he im- 
mediately addreſs'd himſelf to his Clergy, and 
demanded of them the Money by way of Loan. 


The Clergy exculed themſelves, for tear of Cen- 


ures from Rome. The King, who. was not in a 


Condition to compel them, had diſſembled his 


'Diſ pleaſure, until 2 could diſcover it withour 
hazard to his Authority : And this fo wiſh'd-for 
Opportunity preſented it ſelf in the Perſon of 
Wicklife, ſince tliat it was but to favotir Wicklife, 
to depreſs the whole Clergy of England under 


the Colour of Juſtice. 
To underſtand rightly the bottom of the whole 
Affair, it will be expedient to know, that be- 


fore Nilliam Duke of Normandy had made a Con- 


queſt of England, the Laws of thae Country were 
not written Laws, but conveyed down by the 
Tradition of che. Magiſtrates. But after that 


Prince had taken Peſſeſſion of the Kingdom he 


càuſed to be made a Collection (which is yet 
extant) of thoſe Laws he thought fit to change; 
and left the reſt, which he either thought invio- 
jable or favourable to his Authority, in the ſame 
Condition he found them. This difference, in 


Lern cauſed 2 neglect of the unwritten Laws 5 
or 
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for that the Magiſtrates no longer troubled them- 


ſelves to retain them with the ſame exactneſs as 


before: And the Eccleſiaſticks, whoſe Juriſdiction 
was bounded by them, gave way to the T reſpaſs 
eee had been made upon them. e 


6.6 6. Tn os Laws, with relpeck to 98 King 


declared 3 it belong d to him to decide Controver- 
ſies concerning the Preſentation: to Benefices : 
That the Clergy, in what manner ſoever cited 
before the King's Tribunal, ought to appear at 
leaſt once, that it might in their Preſence be de- 
termined, whether the Affair ſhould be detain'd 
there ſtill, or-referr'd to the Official, who was an 
.. Officer of the King's, appointed to aſſiſt in Ec- 
cleſiaſtical Cauſes, and to ſee Juſtice impartially 
adminiſter'd. That the Clergy, who held large 
Preferments, ſhould not depart out of the Realm 


without the King's Leave. That Perſons Ex- 


communicate might be abſolv'd without any 
other Warrant than that of Submiſſion to the 
Sentence of the Church; and that all Clerks 


ht to be deliver d over to the ſecular Arm 
for what Crimes ſoever they ſhould commit. 
That no Feudatary of the King ſhould be ex- 


communicated without the King's being adver- 


tiſed of it, and entreated to employ his Authority 


a final Judgment in Cauſes brought before them, 
though the Parties concern'd had made an Ap- 
peal to the Court of Rome. | That 'the King's 
Judges ought to take Cognizance of ſuch Te- 


until 


towards the Amendment of the Offence; and that 
he had Right to oblige the Arch-Biſho s to give 


* 


nures as twas doubted of, whether they be- 

long d to Clergymen or Laymen. That the 
Right of the Regale over Biſhopricks and Abbeys 
cook Place from the Day of their Vacancy, 
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1 | 
until the Time that a Succeſſor had been elected 


in the King's Chappel, and with the Council of 
his Miniſters, and that he had paid the uſual 


Homage of Liege- Men, but this without Preju- 


dice to his Character. That Clerks were no 


competent Judges in Caſes of Debt; and that | 


they could not alienate, without his Permiſſion, 
any Part of the Revenues which they held of his 
Liberality, or that of his Predeceſſors. That 
the Evidence of ſecular Witneſles ſhould be re- 
ceiv'd by the Arch-Deacons, provided that no 
Exceptions could be made againſt them. That 
the Clergy, who were poſleſs'd of the larger 
Feuds, ſhould not be exempt from aſſiſting in 
Criminal Cauſes, until the Sentence of Death 
ſhould be pronounc'd : That in caſethey were op- 
preſs'd by the Peers gigs Realm, they had a Way 
open for Juſtice, by Addreſſing themſelves to 
the King; that his "Majeſty might ſeize upon, 
in Churches and Church-Tards, over and above 
what belonged unto him. That Vaſſals ＋ 
not be admitted into Holy Orders without the 
Conſent of their Lords, to whom they were 
mortaillable. a 
If theſe Laws, which 1 have here abridg d, 

had been religiouſly obſerv'd, England had been 
eyer treated as a Captive Country, ie. the Kings 
would ever have preſerv d an abſolute Authority 


cooer their Subjects, which the Right of Arms 


had given them. For on the one ſide the Engliſh- 
men had loſt their Liberty, and the immenſe 


Foſſeſſions, which the Church held in the King- 


dom, ſerv d only to maintain the Miniſters of it 
in their Dependance upon the King, inſtead of 
inſpiring them with the Reſolution X exempting 
themſelves therefrom ; ſince that they could 
neither poſleſs nor exerciſe throughout their — 
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ceſes.that Juriſdiction, which appertained to chem, 
without the King's Conſent. But the Differences 
Which -happen'd among the Deſcendants © of 
William the Conqueror, oblig 'd them to decline the 
invidious Pxetenſions of Right by Conqueſt : 
Firſt, in favour of the Clergy and Nobility, and 
then out of regard to the People, that by that 
Uſage they might draw over the three Eſtates of 
the Beam to their Intereſts, T he two Eſtiemmes 
ok: no care that the unwritten. Laws ſhould be 
obſery'd, either becauſe they perceiv'd themſelves. 
not to be ſo well eſtabliſh'd in the Throne, as to 
enter upon ſo nice an Affair; or that the Num- 
ber of thoſe who had tranſgreſs'd. them, was too 
great to be enquir'd after, without involving the 
Nation in a Civil War. In fine, the Neceſſity 
which the Plantagenets of. Hnjou (the eldeſt Son 
of which Family had married the Pope's Heireſs) 
lay under of imploring the Aid of the Holy See, 
pea putting he into Poſſeſſion of The 8 5 2 


— put an End to the Ui of hoſe Laws, 3 
for that the Legates had appropriated to them- 
ſelves one Part of the, Eccleſiaſtical Matters; the 
Cognizance of which had aforetime been re- 
ſerv'd to the King's Judges, and had referr d | the 
other to the Biſhops, to engage, them the more 
readily in the Maintenance of hat Revolution 
they had wrought in England. 
From hence ſprung The Difference hich: afrer- 
ward paſs d berwixt Henry the IId. and St. Thomas. 
a Becket of Canterpury ; the Cauſe of which has not 
perhaps as yet been ſufficiently diſcover d. The 
Yobility, however, as well as the Clergy. have 
e their Kings under Subj ection, in "TY 
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them to egen to them thoſe Deſigus, 
which without them they could not execute: 


And the People too have prevail'd over them, in 


Fane to open their Purſes towards the defray- 

ing the Charges of the War, unleſs they were 
call'd into thoſe Conneils, une were aſſembled 
to o declare it. 3 „ 


„ TA Us was the Patidmbar of Eng Py 
dern, which in à little time, by Unite no 
Opportunity of aggrandizing it felf, render'd the 
Monarchy more enfeebled than it was before 
the Conqueſt of the Duke of Normandy, and left 
little more to their Kings than 'the Regal Title. 


_ Henry the IId. was the firſt who attempted to 


ſhake off the Yoke, or recover thoſe unalienable 
Privileges of Sovereigtity, which his Predeceſſors 
had Joſt.” As the Clergy were at that time in the 
Foſſeſſion of the moſt eſſential Parts thereof, he 
firſt began to deprive them of their Power; '2nd 
the Ft Oppoſition he met wii from Pope 
Alexander the Third, gave in 3 to believe, 


that he would have infallib "i ſucceeded in his 
ſtructions equally | 
1 


bold Undertaking, if two 
unevitable and unforeſeen had not croſs'd 
Deſigns. The one was occafion'd by certain in- 
diſcreet Soldiers, who too rigoroufly interpreti 

a few Words, which fell from that Prince aul 
the Arch-Biſhop of Canterbury, (who alone de- 
fended the Caule of the Clergy) flew him at the 


Altar, Fi gave the Pope 4 plauſible Motive 


to Exc0 mmunicate Henry; who in fine, being 
abandon'd by the En lib Men, was conftrain 'd 


to bay his RoconMat on with th the Church, upon 
what Conditions ſoever the Pope ſhould think fit 
to impoſe. The other Obſtruction was, Thar 
* own Sons had __ againſt him, and had 
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| drawn from Guieune, which belonged to th 
* Rightof their Mother, ſo conſiderable an Army, 
that they preſcribed Conditions to their Father; 
which, as Sons, they, ought to have received 
from him, and compell d him to make an abſo: 
lute Renunciation of his Project, to re- eſtabliſh 
the Crown of England in its ancient Power. His 
Son John was yet more unhappy, both with re- 
ſpect to himſelf, and the Exgliſ Monarchy. For 
when the .þarbarous Aſſaſſinatien of his eldeſt 
Brother's Son, who was:a,Bar to him in his Suc- 
ceſſion to the Throne, had obliged his Subjects to 
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render him not uncapable one Day or other of 
ſuppreſſing the two Houſes; the one of which, 
called the Upper: Houſe, was made up of the 
Nobility, the other the Lower-Houſe, was 
- wholly: compoſed: of. Perſons: elected out of the 
People. But nothing was held more expedient 
by Edward, than to avoidothe Rocks of Eccle- 


ſiaſtical Cenſures, upon which the Wiſdom of his 


Predeceſſors had ſo often been wreck d, 1. e. nei- 
ther directly, nor indirectly to incur thein by 


6 . the Pope, that ſo his Holineſs, not hav- 


"Any Pretext to lay Exglaud under an Interdict, 
| 15 Malady might be effectuahy heal d; and that 
might be preleruit to the Authority Royal, which 


of all other things gains it the moſt reſpect; to 


wit, the Obligation the Popes muſt lie under to 
-have recourſe to it, and to deſire its forcible In- 
terpoſition ;:which: thing they would readily do, 
when they perceiv'd: that the Thunder of. their 


Excommunications was little regarded by the 
meaner ſort of People. Thus Micbliſſe, aſſured 


«that he might declaim againſt oY, Clergy i on 155 
pen the Abuſes 


of the Clergy of England, both in the Chair and 
Pulpit preach'd and taught, that the Englih Lords 
might conſcientiguſly take back the Lands, which 
their Predeceſſors had given to the Church; that 
neither the Pope, nor the Biſhops, had Authority 


to Excommunicate or Interdict; and that the Sa- 


eraments adminiſtred by Prieſts of il | Lives, were, 


to all Apine Purpoſes, invalid. 


| 3. 8. Pope Grigory the XII ch, orm'd of this 
new Doctrine, writes to the Biſhop of London, 


and Archbiſhop of Canterbury, by all means to 


ſtifle it, even drr ſhould require the moſt 


violent Remedies. 5 b and Archbiſhap 
B write 


r 
write back in ſuch Terms as ſuppoſed, that nothing 
ſhould prevail with them from treating Wickliſfe 


with all the Severity the Holy Canons preſcrib d. 


But as the Reſolution of thoſe two Prelates was 
chiefly founded upon the falſe Opinion that the 
Court would ſecond their Zeal; as ſoon as they 


-perceiy'd the King to be unmov d therewith, and 
that the Courtiers flock'd to hear the Sermons of 


hav'd themſelves ſo. as that their eaſy Conduct 


-might ſatisfy the Holy See, and not expoſe them- 
ſelves to the Diſpleaſure of the Court. They 
cited WWickliffe, according ro Form;to appear before 


% 


them, and give an Account of his Doctrine, and 
B ton ds Paxmitagutn wick o 
ſWaded, that that Hereſiarch would not dare to 


appear: But they were miſtaken, for he did ap- 


ipear. Tis true, it was in the poſture of a Man ho 
rathet expected a Reward, than ideferv'd Cha- 
ſtiſement. He was attended with the Duke of 


Tuntuſter s Friends, and the Followers of the 


King's Miſtreſs, who in a publick Manner ſolli- 


cited for his Acquitment: And thoſe Prelates 
were ſo aſtoniſfi d at the Number and Quality of 


+ his Interceſſors, that they ſuffered themſelves to 


be perſwaded by the Diſcourſe Mickliſſe had 


prepared: Which was, That he never had ſo 
much as a Thought: to alter any of the Truths of 
Chriſtianity; that if any Propoſition, contrary 


to his Intention, had fallen from him, he was 
ready ſincerely to revoke it, and ask Pardon 
for it; that he would endeavoùr eternally to ſup- 


preſs it, and ſubmit himſelf to publick Penance 
and Diſcipline. Then they put into his Hand 2 
Scroll of the three Errors hg had advanced; the 
frft of which he explain d in this manner: That 
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the Lords of Eg land might regain the Lande: 


which the Church held of theLiberality of their 
Anceſtors, for that the ſame Church hadallowed 


to them the Enjoyment thereof for a certain 


Space of Time, on account of the great Services 
they had already done, or twas hap'd would do. 
He interpreted the ſecond, as if he 21 only ſaid, 


that the Power of Elcommunication did not apper- 


tain to the Pope and Biſhops preciſely," as Mini- 
ſters of the Church, but as Depokttaries and Diſpen- 
ſators of the Authority of Jeſus Chriſt; and which 


the Ohurch, aſſembled in Council might take away 


from them without 1 to their Character. 
By the third (he ſaid) he meant no more, than 
that the Sacraments, adminiſtred by Prieſts of 
ill Lives, were invalid with reſpect to thoſe, who 
adminiſtred them, not thole who in bond Jie 


recew'dithem.. 


Upon this the two Pielgtes diſmiſs'd Wikbife 


awhkind a plenary Abſolution, aſter be had given his 


Word, that he would no more preach up any am- 
biguous Doctrine. But that vain Man, encou- 
tag'd by his Succeſs, abus d the Mildneſs of 
his Judges, and :raughgy that the Body of Jeſus 
Chriſt, did not remaiſf under the Species of the 
Bread after Confecration That 5 Church of 
Rome Was in no reſpect ſuperiour to that of other 
Churches; and that the Power ſhe had over them 
was: all / Uſurpation : That the Temporal Londs 

would be infallibly damn'd, unleſs they depriv 
the Clergy of thoſe Polleſſions which they ſo mueh 
abus d: And that Biſſiops onght not to have Au- 


'thority to impriſon. 


The Pope, inform'd of this Relapſe, blames 


the Indulgence of the Engliſb Prelates, and to fhew' 


what they ought to have done, he condemns tiſe 
ee of Wickliffe. The/Prelaves, han — 


Lan! 
to have been ſd prevented, aſſenble themſelves 
in Council ar Calterkury, and there, by the Mouth 
of Thomas; Archbiſhop! of «Canterbury, their Pri- 
wate, they Anithematize "IFickliffe and his Do- 
&rine. But the Number of thoſe. who had flock'd 
to him was ſo great, that it was . er for 
them to ſeize upon his 4 . £21: Poo, ee tb 
0 437 1” #876 ILSS 2 * 9 5 E10 14 97 
= Fs 9. Ti u. King ad fot — 5 a Sod. before he 
was Punitm d for the Favour, which he hadſhewn 
to cklife, in à manner which cannot be ex- 
prteſs d without Horror. He was ſeiz'd With a 
| Talgnidicg: Fever in his Houſe at Shene, uhere 
he went to take the Diverſions of Hunting: 
though his Phyficians:did immediately judge:th 
cis Diſtemper would be of long continuanee wy 
did they not apprehend it to be:mortal:;\ for that 
he did not appear to haye loſt much of his 
Strength. thereby And befides they were Afraid 
of diſpleaſing the King SY Miſtreſs,” wha: never 
went out of his ſight, aud, would: not permit 
them to make 2 doubtful Judgment. That Cout- 
teſan, Who could eaſilz imagine that things 
Wee as ſhe deſir d, it not content Herſelf 
with believing, as tru the fine Word the 
Phyſicians gave her, That the King weuid do 
well, bur had ſocfully perſwaded- herſelf of bis 
Recovery, that. when they convinc d, by a Mul. 
rtitude of Symptoms, that his; Death was at hand, 
had chang'd their Opinions, and fore warn'd het 
of che Approach of her Lover's laſt Hour, -ſhc 
would give no credit to them: In the mean time, 
his Sight and Speech began to fail him; and that 
fatal Frolage,/ jon d to the Decreaſe of natural 
"Hear, in the entreum Patts of. chis Body, gave 
Madam notice, that twas time for her to think 


| Oktal Retreato ! Sheftakes the Rings from off the 
|; e 


2 


* FO 


I — 7 


n e 


beſt, except the Chaplain, ho gither being gef 
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King ON Fugs, Gd goes out of the ad 


There of the Domeſticks. fellow her Example, 
in furnzhing - themſelves: With what they ; 


covetous, or leſs audacious than the others, ſtixs 
not from his Ma ter, but preſents; before him a 
Crucifix. It is difficult: 0 dersgmine, 1 
that deplorable Prince was at chat thr in fluench d 
by che extraordiary Grace of God ; or whether 
it was the Indign@ign- 1-50 e kimſalf.fo ang 
thily treated and d in his laſt Moments: 
by a Woman, whom 5 8 'd.dearer, chan 
hamfelf, that made him have recourſe to Heaven. 
Bat: tis certain; that he tosk the Crucifix, and 
aying kiſs d 4 thouſand; times the Feet thereof, 
he bark'd it in his Tears, and go his laſt Breath 
he gave all the Markts of, Penitence, that the 
Prieſts could require in ſuch Paſes, to ſupply the 
outward Act of 3 He had taken more 
Care of the Affairs of his Crowa, chan of Bis 
Health: For although be 11 lydovd the Nuk Nas 
of. Lancaſter, and had giyen him clear Proofs 
his Deſign to leave him his Crown, yet 1855 
was nevęttheleſs . ſound a. Will wrote and | 
by his own Hand, which render d Juſtice to __ 
deceas'd-Pringg:of Wales in the Perfon of his Son 
Richard, who Was; then - only,eleven. Tears 5.010 
and Which declared him his: Sycceflor, to the Ex- 
cluſion of the Duke of » Lancafers: aud his Bro- 
thers the Dukes of Gloceſter and Canbridę e. The 
Parliament approv'd the Will; and the "Dicp of 
Lancaſter, finding e, unnble to defend his 
Pretenſions by Force of Armsg was. one of; the 
firſt who ſubmitted henkel 2 the Anchorky 
* his 1 „ bat od, n der 
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v6. TU E * Alice Pier eſeapydoth hi 
| Nee gen which had been prepared for herz in 
„in a good Hour, With alk hat tho 
held Jar" in 4 Due Veſſel, which: landed her 
upon the Coilts'of Gulkbis: Aud the Guardians 
King made no Tadel a Her, 


the youn 


or r that | e 
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proper 
the Mi- 


woe —. us 12855 elt gebe of violent 


Remedies, which mi Bases put 2 Stop to the Malady, 
by hihdring of its 


of keeping fair 
with the Duke of” Laticaſter, to the end that he 
git, with the lefs Diſguſt, allow) down the 
Bitrernels. of his Diſappointment, and not ' thro! 
Deſpair involve the Nation in = Civil War, did 
at this time zugment the Followers of Wicklaff, 
to rhe number of more than one hundred thon- 


ſand: And their Chief having nothing now to 


be afraid of, Went on to publiſh the reſt of 
his Hereſie, and to attack the e of the 


y Wh 


eſs deprive Men of their temporal Goods, than 
of the "Benefits of race, and concluded, from 
that Principle, chat if any Lord had fallen into 
any deadly Sin, he had no longer à right to exact 
any Service from his Tenants. He made the 


ſame Perſons Judges of the Conſcience of their 
Lords, 
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2 and taught, that it was ſufficient to hear 
them ſwear, or be g 1 any other Offence, 
remarkably bad, to be from thenceforth free of 
their: Obligation 18 do them Homage. Nor was 
that ſeditious Tenent limited by him to Crown d 
Heads, but he extended it all to Prieſts, Biſhops, 
and the Pope: He degraded them for the leaſt 
Fault. Nay, to ſuch an height of Impudence 
_ ay he atriv'd, as to teach, that worldly Goods 
ought, to be. equally diſtributed amongſt Men, 
held in common by them; and Ur no Man 
. 2 properly polleſs any thing of his own with- 
out Sin. Theſe laſt Op pinions -brought over to 
his Party one of the mal turbulent and ſedirious 
Spirits throughout all Exgland. He was a Prieſt, 
named John Bal, who had eſcap'd out of Priſon, 
where he had been thrown 57 his Biſhop : He 
was under ſome Apprehenfions of being retaken ; 
and asche had not a-Capacity able to provide for 
himſelf a Subſiſtance in any other Country, except 
England, ſo neither could he continue there with- 
out embroiling the Nation in War. To one of 
thoſe Circumſtances was he reduc'd, when he 
went to ſeek out Wick; N, who receiv d him with 
open Arms; and after two or three Conferences 
gave him leave ta preach his Doctrine. The Diſ- 
ciple roſe in a ſhort time above his Maſter, and 
made himſelf the more conſiderable, by adding 
to his Impudence, an open Rebellion. He ex- 
plain:d that Text in the Goſpel of Rooting gut 
the Targs, leſt they ſhould choak the Wheat, by 
applying it to the Engliſh Nobles and Ae | 
without any. reſpe& had to their Birth and C 
lity. He 8 that it was abſolutely e . 


te begin with exterminating the Principal of thoſt 


two Bodies; for that it would then be much 


mare caly ro oppreſs * and to re- eſtabli 1 | 
t * 


1 


the People in that Happineſs, which n 
they had enjoy d, before thoſe Extortioners had 
fatren' a themſelves upon the pureſt of their Sub- 
ſtance. Poſterity will ſcarce believe, that. of two 
Kündred thouſand Perſons, who followed the new 
Prophet, there was not one | who ſuſpected him 
of Fraud; though twas evident that his Aim 
was Tyranny, under the falſe Pretext of eſtab- 
liſhing al imaginary Equality: amongſt Men. On 
the contrary, the Audaciouſneſs of his Diſciples 
increaſing in like proportion with their Numbers, 
they had judg d him worthy. of the two: firſt Dig- - 
nities of England both in. Chutch and State, and 
had reſolvid to place him in the Stead of. Sudbury 
Archbiſhop/ of 1 Canterbury, and Chancellor of 
England. Fhat Prelate had poſſeſs d all the Qua- 
lifications of a compleat Clergyman, before he 
had engag'd himſelf in che Büſtle of a Court: 
And although, by breathing that infectious Air, 
he had remarkably departed from his firſt Inno- 
cence, yet was he not totally corrupted. Indeed, 
he but faintly oppos d the Beginnings of Vi ch- 
life's Hereſie; becauſe i that on the one fide he 
Was afraid to fall under the Hatred of two the 
moſt mighty Perſons about che Court, Fh had 
declared themſelves in his. Favour; aànd on the 
other he imagin'd that the Party of that Inno- 
vator would deſtroy it ſelf; or that it might 
eaſily be cruſh'd' in 2 favourable; Conjuncture: 
And. when the Duke of Lancafter, andithe Mi- 
ſtreſs of the King, were grown weary, of pro- 
tecting it. But when he ſaw, that they were 
about to deprive him of his two Places of Pre. 
ferment; and that the Succeſſor, whom they de- 
fign'd to appoint, was not of a Diſ poſition to let 
him live long after his Degradation; then his 
own 8 e * d. „ Archbiſhop 
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to take ſuch Meaſures as were conformable to his . 9 þ 
_ Conſcience and Duty; He diſſuaded the King 0 
from giving Audience to the Followers of Mick Wi 


= 


kffe, who inſtantly demanded it; and it fince ap- BY 
pear d, that that Advice was the Safety of the 1 
State. For thoſe who appear d the moſt violent 
in their Complaints for not being permitted to 
ſee their Prince, being taken up upon ſome light 
Pretence, confeſs'd, that the Deſign of the Wick- 
levites was, if they had been allow'd a Sight of 
the King, to have ſeiz d upon his ſacred Perſon, 
and to have made away with him; after they had 
forc'd him to give up to their Rage the principal 
Heads of the State; to have extirpated all Offi- 
cers and Magiſtrates throughout the Kingdom; 
and to have reſerv'd, as the laſt Victims to their 
Critelty, the Parochial Clexgy, Canons and Bi- 
ſhops. The Puniſhment of theſe Parricides aug- 
mented the Number of their Accomplices, and 
caus'd them to enter into a Plot againſt the Life 

| of him, who had diſcovet*d the Conſpiracy. They 

> went in ſo great a Body to the Palace of the 

_ Archbiſhop, that it was impoſſihle to deny them 

: Entrance; they found him upon his Knees, and 

1 bad him prepare for Death. n. 
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i F. 13. Tre pathetick Diſcourſe he made to 
them, drew from them no Compaſſion, though 
he was the moſt eloquent Man in all England; 
and he who was to be his Executioner, being 
weary of hearing him, interrupted him, by de- 
manding of him Pardon for ih Death he was 
about to give him. A Complement ſo extrava- 
gant, which one might have thought would have 
intimidated the. Archbiſhop, remov'd his Fears ; 
he embrac'd the barbarous Man; he implor d 
Forgiveneſs for him from Heaven; he gave * 
777 2 | is 


C 
his Ring: which was of great Price, and ſtretch'd 
. out his Neck to receive the Blow. The firſk 


His Shoulders ; whether it was chat Foren euongh 
Was not us d, or that the Exccutioner was un- 
kilbd in his Office, it enter d not very deep; 
and the Archbiſhop, by a natural Motion, laying 
his Hand upon the Wound, the ſecond Blow cut 
off his Fingers; the third, fourth, ſixth and ſe- 
venth fell upon his Head, which by the eighth was 
parted from his Oy. 7, homo which im- 
-Pog'd upon him t Sufferings f. for the Repa- 

ration of his Crime, inſpir d him with Conſtancy 
to bear them without any Emotion; and alle 
to confeſs at his laſt Moments, char he had well 
deſerv'd them. His Corps remain d two Days 
in the Hands of the Murderers, who would not 
permit it to be taken away from them, until the 
Parricide, who flew- Hare had been ſtruck with 
"Blindneſs and Frenzy. 
The Coaſternation which Heroupon: poſſeſs'd 
the- Minds of the Hicklepites, animated thoſe 
| Perſons of Condition, who remain d to defend 
the State. They immediately fly to Arms, and 
the King himſelf heading the Army, diſſipated 
the Sedition with ſo much the more Eaſe; as 
the Rebels were only! a Multitude of nden. 
ho had left their low, in hopes to free them- 
ſelves from the Rents they owid to the Clergy ; 
herein imitating the Example of the Tenants of 
the Abbey of St. Alban, the beſt endow d Be- 
nefice in Ela who with one accord had com- 
pe d the Abbo to grant chem 2 N Dil 
charge of all their Debts. 

As Witkliffe had at de time R the AL 
Jemblies of the Setlitious, nor was preſent; at the 
r of. the: RIP" of :Canterbuy; 


whether 
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Succeſs of it: So he 


were due to it; that Biſtiops and ſprielts, in 


ry 


whether it was that he was nat deſirous to : 
ceed him, or that he had voluntarily ſurrendet d 


his Place to the Advancement of Bal, or that His 


natural. Timidity being more ſtrong than his Am- 
bition, he had left it to others to run. the Danger 
of the Enterprize,whilſt he ſecurely waited for the 

eſcap d the Puniſhment of 

that horrible Treaſon, for which the Principal af 


his Diſciples, were gondemn'd. Bal, Sie and 
Srover were quarter d; and the laſt. declar d, 


that the Deſign of his Conſpiracy was to extar- 


pate all publick Perſons, and to. ſhew. Favour 


only to poor Prieſts. . 
That bloody Execution gave Phong to Exland 

for one Tear! But in the Year 1382, theſe Trou- 
bles there were renew ad, upon Account of the 


Schiſm betwixt Uran the Vich, and Clement the 


VIIch, for the Popedom. The Parliament being 


aſſembled at London to reſolve which of the two 


they ſhould acknowledge as Soveraign Fontif, 


Wickliffe imagin d, that by diſguiſing a little his 
real Sentiments, he might draw over to his Party 


the whole Nation of England.” Accordingly he 
_ lays before them certain 
. Pretext of healing 
chat the King and Kingdom were not oblig d 
to obey the Holy. See in any 


ropoſitions, under the 
the Schiſm. The firſt was, 


other things than 
what the-. Scriptures oblig'd- hon to: Thar rhe 


fame Holy See had no Right to exact of the 
Engliſb eiter Firſt: Fruits or Contributions, un- 


leſs it cou'd be prov d from Scripture that 


peed 
of Oppreſſion, might bring an Action againſt 
the Pope before the Parliament; and ——— the 
Parliament was in ſuch Caſes indi y bounui 


to protect them againſt the Encroachments of tbe 
Coun of Rome — the Clergy * 
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ho Were in  Pofleiion: WY two Thirds of the 
Kingdom, ought to bear two Thirds of the 
| Changes :of State: That the Temporalities of 
Liyings ought to be confiſcated, in caſe the In- 
cumbents were found to lead ſcandalous Lives: 
That the King could not in Conſcience retain at 
his Court Biſhops and Prieſts under: the Pretext 
5. the Places in Which they were employ d, or 
the Functions they N d, to che! Hindrance 
_ of: their Reſidence: And that. no Perſon ought 
tobe impriſonꝰ dont of the ſole Conſideration of 
Eccleſiaſtical Cenſures. n: in 359 
Theſe Propoſitions of Wickh 1 were examin d 
in the Parliament of Exgland with more Attention 
than they deſery d; and the two Houſes drew 
all the Addantage they cou'd. from the Schiſm, 
in obliging him, whom they acknowledg'd to a 
be Pope, to releaſe ſome what of his Authority, 
the better to preſerve the reſt: But an Averſion 
prepoſterouſſy puſh'd on was the ſole Cauſe, 
which then kept England in an entire Dependance 
upon the Holy See, which afterward: they caſt 
. off. When that. Averſion had ceas'd, Fance, 
for Reaſons which in no wiſe reſpect the Courſe 
of this Hiſtory, thought it ſelf oblig 'd to defend 
the Party of Clement the VIIth, who had plac'd 
himſelf at Avignon.; and the Declaration of that 
Crowñ was ſufficient to engage that of England 
on the Side of Urban the VIth, who refided, ar. 
Rome, where the greateſt Part: of Tah had re- 
cogniz d him as the true Head of the Church. 
As France had excited nothing from Clement in 
declaring themſelves in his Favour, but on the 
contrary had given him leave to augment the 
Sums which were collected out of the Provinces 
for the Collation of Benefices, and other Fa- 


rs, to the End that he might appear with the- 
* more 
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more Grandeur: So the Parliament of Eiigland 
food:upon. it asi:a Point of Honour, to pay to 


Urban an Obedience wholly diſ. intereſted; and | 
accordingly-they treated with Contempt all thoſe - 


who preſetced before them tlie Memory of Mickliſſe, 


who thereupoh was reduc' d to the Neccſſity of | 


no longer appearing in publick. He retir'd into 
the? Principality of Wales, wich had been lately 


brouf ght into Subjection to the Engliſh, where he 2 
crept into the good Graces of. the People: by 


fawning upon their two ' reigning Paſſions; che 
one-an Irreconcilab! 
Order, upon ©accoiffit of 'vaſt Riches they 


ſeſs d; the other an extraordinary Contempt 6f : 


the- Clergy; "who: concern'd® not themſelves in 


concealing: their impure Manner of Life. The 


Benediftines vrere attack d by a Libel, which at- 
tempted to prove, that if thoſe” Religions lived 
by any other Means than the Labours of their 
own Hands they would contract a "manifeſt 
Apoſtaey ; not only from the Rules of their Pa- 


triarch, but alſo from the Goſpel. And the for- 
nicating Prieſts: did, by 7 7 Retreat, eſcape 


the Menaces which were ifſu'd forth againſt 
them; and Avoid the Effects of a Sedition, to 
which they would otherwiſe have been Victims. 
However the Clergy, whoſe exemplary Lives 
were above the Reach of Cenſurè, did not meet 
with more favourable” Treatment from him than 
the others; for being willing to have no one 


there, but thoſe who were. in his own Senti⸗ 


ments, he  bethought himſelf” of reaching, that 
no Sacraments were valid, which were 'idmi- | 


niſter d by a Prieſt that had fallen into any dead- 
ly Sin; 21 into that Abyſs he plung'd even the 
moſt Holy of the Churchmen, becauſe they were 


82 of more temporal Goods than. were 
neceſſary 


Hatred to the Benedictine 
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ſus Chriſt, and the firſt Chriſtians. Having 
bus made: himſelf Maſter of the Pulpits and 
Churches of that Province, he divided the reſt 
in the Kingdom amongſt his Diſciples. And 
an Hermit, who had forſook his Order, named 
Miliam, (one of the moſt violent amongſt them) 
without any other Miſſion, intruded hindſelf into 
the Church of Lancaſter : He was more impudent 
than his Maſter, in that he went into a Convent 
of Nuns in Habit of the Fryar, and infus d ſo 
a Belief in them, that they ſhould be 
damn d infallibly, if they trry'd any longer in 
their Cloyſter ; that they all departed thence, 
and return d Home to their own Parents. The 
Diſorders which that Deſertion caus'd in Families, 
and the Conſequences which might reaſonably 


be expected from ſo dangerous an Enterprize, 


fill'd with a very great Aſtoniſſiment Miliam de 
Conreenay, who had ſucceeded, the unfortunate 
Simon of Sudbury in the Arch-biſhoprick of Can- 
terug. 

That Primate, being oblig 4 to prevent a like 
Accident with that which had advanc'd him to 
the See, aſſembb d « Council at Lopdon, imme- 
diately after Eaſter, in the Year 1382, where 
were — 850 Propoſitions extracted 
out of the Writings of Mickliße, and chiefly out 
of a Book, call'd the TVialogue 
ſtance of the Bread-atid Wine temain'd after the 
Conſecration of the Euchariſt ; that — Chriſt 


| woas not corporally preſent there; that Prieſts 


and Biſhops, who had fallen into any deadly 
dr; were uncapable validly to adminiſter any 

crament; that Confeſſion was of no Advan- 
tage to a contrite Man; ; that the Maſs was not 


of. Divint Inſtitution; that God was ſometimes 
| oblig d 


neceſſary for them to imitate the poor Eſtate of 


That the Sub- 


[ 8 . : 
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oblig d to obey the Devil; that ia wicked Pope 


had no other Authority oyer Chriſtians, than 


what had been given to his Predeceſſor Sylveſter 
by the Emperor Conſtantine ; that after the Death 
of Urban VI. the EngiJh ought to live as the 


Greeks do, and no more recognize the Sovereign 
Pontiff; that the holy Scriptures forbad the Poſ- 
ſeffion of Temporal Goods; that the Biſhops 


ought to Excommunicate thoſe alone whom. they 
knew God had Excommunicated ; and that after 


Excommunication they ought not over and above · 
topronounce them Hereticks; that Biſhops would 


be guilty of Treaſon both againſt God and the 


King, if they ſhould preſume to Excommunicate 
a Prieſt, who had appeal'd from their Tribunal 


to the King ; that no Cenſures could prohibit an 
Man from hearing or preaching the Word of God: 


That it was not neceſſary for Prieſts or Deacons 
to receive any Commiſſion to preach from the. 
Pope, or their Biſhop ; that Eccleſiaſtical Te- 
nures might revert to their Lords by Forfeiture as 
well as Secular; that the People had a right to 


reclaim Perſans of Quality, who led ſcandalous 
Lives ; that Tythes were only Alms, which the 
Pariſhioners might deprive their vitious Paſtors 


of, and beſtow them upon other poor People; 


that the Prayers of the Clergy for particular Per- 
ſons were not more profitable than general Pray- 


ers; that whoever entred into a Religious Houſe - 


became thereby leſs capable of obſerving the Com- 
mands of God, than before, and that the Foun- 


ders of all the Religious Orders, and eſpecially. 
the Order of Mendicants, had offended God in. 
their Inſtitutions; that the Life they led, was 


contrary to the Goſpel, and that no one of them 


— 


of his own Hands; 


could be ſaved, who did not live upon the Works 
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After that the Doctrine of Mickie had 
been condemn'd, he himſelf was cited in the 
uſual Forms; and the Procedure againſt him 
happen'd at a time ſo little favourable to that 
Hereſiarch, that he could not but ſubmit to it. 
The Duke of Lancaſter had abandon'd him, out 
of regard to his own urgent Intereſts, or rather 
he left him to provide for himſelf, after having 


found by a ſad Experiente, that he could be of 
no Service to him in gaining the Crown. The 


Friends of that Prince, in order to make up his 
Loſs, had ſtirr d up in him an ambitious Deſire 


to mount the Throne of Caſtile, which, they ſaid, 


King John had forfeited, by eſpouſing the Cauſe 
of the Pope of Avignon; (for ſo the Romans 


 nam'd Clement VII.) Pope Urban VI. being re- 


ſolv'd, if poſſible, to keep England attach'd to 
his Party, ſatisfied not himſelf with encouraging 


in the Duke the Hopes his Friends had given 


him, but over and above he declared him Ge- 


neral of the Holy See, and ſent him a Conſecra- 


ted Banner, with full Power to hold Caſtile by a 
juſt Title, when he had for Poſſeſſion of it by 
Conqueſt. FTheſe Proceedings of the Court of 


Rome in favour of the Duke, had been repay d 


with too black Ingratitude, if he had continued 
to countenance Wickliſe in oppoſition to them, 


eſpecially ſeeing that they appear d to have been 


ſincere in what they had done; for the 
Nobles of Spain were divided, and the Engliſh, 
to free themſelves from the fear of a Civil War, 
had offer d to the Duke Money and Troops ne- 
ceſſary to carry on his Deſign of invading Spain : 
And thus the Miniſters of Urban, having gain'd | 
the Aſcendant over him, oblig'd him to com- 


mand Mickliſe to appear before the Council. That 


Hereſiarch obey'd, and tho* he had Nader ro 


5 ES 3. - - 
is Diſciples a thouſand and a thouſand Times? 
hat no* Torments ſhould ever draw from him the 
kaſt Retractation; yet was he no ſooner brought 
before his proper Judges, than he abjur'd all he 
had taught contrary to their Sentiments without 
Exception. This Recantation however, tho' 
dear and full, did not ſuffice with the Fathers 
of the Council (whether it was, that the frequent 
Relapſe of Wickliſſe had increas'd their diſtruſt, or 
that his Fault was too great to be repair'd by a 

hare Diſavowal) they moreover compell'd him to 
put it in Writing, and a ſecond time to recite it 
n Publick; and that Piece had yet been to be 

bund in its Place among the Acts ef the Council, 

the Engliſh Compiler, too Paſſionate for the 

Glory of his Nation, or unwilling to provide 

arms for the Catholicks, wherewith to encoun- 

ter the Hereſie of Calvin, which he made Pro- 

kfion of, had not undertaken to ſuppreſs that 

Netractation, and to place in its ſtead a Confeſſion 

tf Faith, which, properly ſpeaking, is nothing 

nore than a pure cunning Diſcourſe, ſmoothing 

ver the Errors of Wickliffe, 
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9. 13. As it was the principal Cauſe of theſe 
onfuſions, that the MWickleuites, following the 
atural Inclination of the Engliſo to ſpeak in Pub- 
ck,had taken upon themſelves to preach without 
hon ; the Council prohibited any Man, un- 
er pain of Excommunication, from entring into 
ic Pulpit without the Biſhops Leave. The laſt 
rticle was an Eccleſiaſtical Pgoceſs againſt three 
the fam'd Diſciples of Wickliffe, Philip Ripendon, 
olas Herfore, and John Afton. Afton inſtead 
following the Example of his Chief, and ma- 
ing a Surrendry of himſelf, added to his Pride, 
lolence ; and not being content with avowing, 
© 2 that 


* 6 4 » 


again became a Mieblevite, and perſiſted in his 
former Errors, either that he thought himſelf free 


„ 


that, he held all the wild Notions of Wicklif as ſo 


many Articles of Faith; he employ'd all his Elo- 
quence, and an agreeable Tone of Voice, which 
he was naturally Maſter of, in ſpeaking a- Satire 
againſt the Archbiſhop of Canterbury, with Deſign 
to {tir up to Sedition a multitude of mean People 
that ſtood round him. He was in part ſucceſsful 
in that wicked Attempt, for the People roſe and 
forcibly took him out of the Hands of his Judges. 
But the Archbiſhop had recourſe to the Kings 
Authority, who cauſed Aſton to be given up. It 


Woaas expected that he would have deliver d him 


over to the Secular Arm, and perhaps that might 
have been done by him, if he had not apprehend- 
ed, that othet would have imputed it to a, Thiri 
after Revenge, what he could not have done, 
but upon Motives of juſtice: He choſe rather to 
uſe Indulgence, than in ſo nice a Conjuncture to 
paſs for a Man too jealous of. his Reputation; 
and he cauſed the Criminal to be anform'd, that 
he was ready to acquit him, provided that hc 


would in the leaſt contribute to his own Safety. 


Afton hereupon, not being in Expectation of any 


more Aid, fearing to dye, ſuppreſs' d for a time 


his real Sentiments, and read and ſign'd the Pro- 
feſſion of Faith they had drawn up for him: 
His Gratitude to his Benefactor prevail'd witi 
him to teach nothing that he had abjur'd, dur- 
ing the Life of Milliam de Courtenay : But imme- 
diately upon his Death, in the Year 1385, Afi 


from his Promiſe, ox that he did not eſteem Th. 
Arundel, who ſucceeded Courtenay, a Perſon con- 
ſiderable enough, as out of regard to him to l 
a conſtraint upon himſelf, © 


; C73. 
e i, „ 
9.14. Herforeſaved himſelf in that ſpace of, Time 
that was given him to prepare for Death, and 
ended his Days in the Mountains were he per- 
verted only Savages. 1 hey; . 


9.15. Ripendon only ſincerely entred into the Com- 
munion of the Church of England, and he indeed 
pals d to the other Extreme, and became an ob- 
. ſtinate Perſecutor of the Mickleuites; the Oppoſi- 
tion he made to them procur'd him the Biſhop- 
tick of Lincoln, where he labour'd with good Suc- 
ceſs in giving a check to the Errors, which Mil- 


liam of Windarby had ſowed there. 


F. 16. The Deciſions of the Council of London 
were repeated in a Decree of the Univerſity of Ox- 
ford, which was too much approv'd by Wicklif; 
and yett his hath Spelman ſuppreſs'd, to put into its 
ſtead a Piece, which may manifeſtly be convicted 
of Forgery, from WYingeon, an Author who liv'd at 
that Time, and who is above all Exceptions in 
this Matter, for that he ſet down in his Journal 
whatever happen'd in England, as it came to his 

Knowledge. e 


F. 17. Wicklif being now equally abandon'd by 
the Court and his beſt Friends, dar'd not any 
more to preach up thoſe DoErines which the 
Univerſity and the Councils had condemned ; but 
he took into his Examination other Matters no 
leſs curious, nor leſs dangerous. He maintain'd 
that Philoſophy was neceſſary to clear up the ob- 
ſcure Paſſages of the Old and New Teſtament ; 
and that thoſe Truths, which were not in ex- 
preſs Terms contain'd either in one or the other, 
0 ought not to be impoſed as Articles of Faith. 


Þ 


with unexact 


1 , 

He ſupplied that Tradition, which he rejected, 
with" certain particular Inſpirations he boaſted 
of; and he pretended, that Baptiſm was a ſuf- 
ficient. Call to the Prieſthoed. He accuſed St. 
Sylvefter of having firſt introduced into the Church 
the Poſſeſſion of Lordſhips, and blamed St. Tho- 
mas of Canterbury for having ſpilt his Blood in ſo 

unjuſt a Quarrel. He had prepared upon that 
Subject two Sermons, or rather two Satires, 
which he ought to have preach'd upon the 29th 
and 30th of December, the Feaſts of thoſe two 
Saints, in the Year 1384. Upon the Morning of 
the 29th Day, he was ſeiz'd with a Palſie all over 
him, which disfigur d his Countenance, took 
away his Speech, and threw him into horrible 
Convulſions, inſomuch that he was unable to 
make any other Signs, than what are uſually 
made by People in Deſpair. He died upon the 
30th Day in the Morning, without returning to 
himſelf, or receiving the Sacraments. His Fol- 


lowers ceaſed not to Recognize him as a Saint, 


until the Year 1386, at which time Tho. Arundel, 
Archbiſhop of Canterbury, being preſs'd by the 
Court of Rome to extirpate what remain'd of the 
Wicklevites Hereſie in England, and aſſiſted by the 


Secular Arm, aſſembled another Council at Lon- 


don, who ſatisfied not themſelves, as before, in 
condemning the Tenets of Mickliſfe, but cauſed 
alſo his Books to be Burned by the hands of the 
Common Hangman, and gave it moreover in 
Charge to Minchfort, an Obſervantin Monk to 
anſwer them; which he accordingly did after the 
manner of his Age, i. e. in a barbarous Style, and 
ons of Paſſages from the 
Fathers. The firſt of theſe two Remedies met 
but with partial Succeſs, for JY/ickliffe having been 
dead a long time, there had been given Oppor- 
_ : tunities 


139 ] FE 
tunities of Copying over his Books; and Peter 
Payne, one of his Diſciples, who declared him- 
| ſelf too openly in his Favour, to meet with no 
Diſturbance; of his on accord deſerted his 
Country, and fled over from England into Bohe- 
mia, where he ſoon found himſelf oppreſs' d with 
Poverty, having carried oyer nothing more valu- 
able than the Writings of his Maſter. He under- 
| ſtood, in ſeeking to relieve himſelf, that a certain 
Gentleman of Bohemia, deſcended from the Illu- - 
ſtrious Houſe of. Po;ſſon-powrny;; had brought over 
from England, where he finiſhid his Studies, a 
Tract which Mickliſfe had formerly wrote upon 
the Univerſal of Porphiry, and that he had com- 
municated it to many Perſons, who had taken 
Copies of it. No ſort. of Advice can come 
amiſs to a Man, when the deſire of Gain is joyn'd 
to the Neceſſity of Life; Payne thouglit with 
himſelf, that if one of the Books of Wickliſſe, 
and that the leaſt eſteem d; was ſo carefully 
ſought after, the others, which treated of Mat- 
ters far more important, would undoubtedly bring 
the more Advantage; and that he might not 
only reap much Profit from the Communication 
of them, but yet more from Tranſcribing them 
with his own Hand, under pretext of not daring 
to truſt the Original with any Perſon; and in 
truth no ſooner had he cry'd it abroad, that the 
whole Works of Wickliſſe were in his Hands, than 
he was employ'd. in Tranſcribing them; and ſo. 
urgent were Men for them, that Payne's Hand - 
was inſufficient; and he was oblig'd to call. in 
others to his Aſſiſtance, there being demanded of 
him to the number of 200 Copies. Thoſe, who 
had read the firſt Sheets, could not. forbear men- 
tioning the many Novel Propoſitions they had 
found there, and their Indiſcretion led them bs 
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far as to name "the Author from whence they 
had them. This immediately gave. the Alarm 
to the German Doctors, who filled the principal 
Chairs in the Univerſity of Prague: For beſides; 
that theſe Gentlemen had been inform'd, that 
the Doctrine of Wicklif had been condemn'd in 
England; they ſtood upon it as a Point of Ho- 
nour to imitate the Univerſity of Paris, which had 
cenſur'd it; and they were alſo bound in Intereſt 
to keep their Univerſity at Peace, in which were 
at that time five and twenty or thirty Thouſand 
Scholars. Therefore they aſſembled themſelves 
together, and no Body daring to declare himſelf 


in Favour of ſuch Sentiments, as he had not read 


all the Proofs of, whatever appear d under the 
Name of Wicklif was treated as Heretical, and it 
was. made. equally Criminal to Read as to Tran- 
ſcribe his Works. But that Decree was too 


the Publick, and Ambition pleaſed it ſelf on the 


Party. of rendering it:unprofitable. The Emperor 


Charles the IVth, had conceiv'd ſogreat an Admi- 


ration: for the Univerſity of Paris, in his Journey 
through France, that he had form'd a Deſign of 


Founding one in every reſpe& like it in the City 


of Prague, the Capital of his Kingdom of Bohe- 
mia. So as that of Paris was compoſed of four 
Nations, which were equal Partakers of its Ho- 
nours and Revenues 3 in like manner did the Uni- a 


verſity. of Prague impart to thoſe of Saxony, Bava- 


ria and Poland the ſame Dignities and Salaries as 
to the Original Bohemians. This Conſtitution 
was obſerv'd with ſufficient exactneſs during the 
Life of Charles the IVth; for that Prince took all 
. neceſſary care to animate the Doctors of Bohemia, 


to maintain by their Abilities the Reputation of 
their new Univerſity: But after his Deceaſe, their 
f Intereſt 
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Induſtry in ſenſibly abated, whether it was that 


they had no natural Inclination to Study, or that 
their Minds were too deeply involv'd in Matter 
to weary themfelves upon the vain Subtilties of 
School-Divinity ; or that they had then ſum'd up 
all the Points of Religion. The Scholars of the 
fame Nation imitated the Negligence of their 
Profeflors, and no Perſons of that Nation were 
found Learned enough to fill the Places of the 
Bohemian Doctors, as they became vacant: So 
that they were under a conſtraint of ſupplying 
them with the Doctorsof the other 3 Nations, and 
eſpecially of Saxom, which bred up more learned 
Men, than all the three beſides. This exceſs of 
Idleneſs became at length ſo great, that there was 
not one Bohemian Profeſſor in the Univerſity of 
Prague + And in truth, the Cenſure of Wickliffe 
was prononnted and fign'd only by the German 


 Docvrs. For neither Batchelors nor Maſters of 


Arts had any Suffrages in ſuth ſorts of Afſemiblies. 


And yet there were at that time Bohemians in the 


Univerfity, who well deſerv'd the Degree of 
Doctor, if the Faction of the Germans, who ad- 
mitted to that Degree only thoſe of their own 
Nation, to the End that they might quietly poſ- 
ſeſs the Chairs afſign'd to the Bohemian Doctors, 
had not excluded thein. The moſt conſiderable 
among them in every reſpe& was John Huſs, a 
Man of ſo baſe Extraction, that not nb wing | 
who was his Father, he was compell'd to take 
to himſelf the Sirname of the Town in which 
he'was Born. He wasg Man of no leſs Ambi- 
tion, thah of good Natural Parts; and if he had 


accommodated his Paſſion to his Fortune, it was 


but to have waited for a favourable Conjun- 
ure to have puſh'd it 2 He got his 


Learning 
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1 
Learning by carrying the Books of à young 
Gentleman whom he ſerv'd, and who gave him 
as a Recompence wherewithal to take his Degree 
of Maſter of Arts. He for a long time taught 
Grammar in that Capacity with a Succeſs that 
had acquir'd him the Name of Maſter John, by 
way of Eminence amongſt an innumerable multi- 
tude of Auditors. When he had thus diſtinguiſhed 


himſelf amongſt his Collegues, and had collected 


together a Sum of ready Money, he openly aſpir'd 
to the Doctors Cap; and had render'd himſelf 
ſo much the more capable of it, as finding that 
he had gain d Reputation enough by Studying un- 
der others; he was thenceforth . oblig'd by his 
own Studies to inſtruct himſelf, which. had given 
him the 3 at ſome times of reading 
very good Books. 


examin'd them to diſcoyer therein the Truths 


e had not however enough 


544 ] 
of Bohemia, in dividing the Univerſity of Prague. 
However, Shame prevailed with him for ſome 
time to forbear preaching up thoſe Propoſitions, 
to the Cenſure of which he had ſubſcrib'd in the 
quality of Batchelor. But he took new Courage 
from the thought of uſing the Injury, which (he 
' EE would fay) was offer'd him when a Candidate for 


22 * —_ 


" | a new Degree, as a Proof of the Tyranny of the 
German Doctors exercis'd over the Inferiour Mem- 
bers of the Univerſity of Prague. He began with 
b a Quarrel in the Univerſity, as being the moſt 
; plauſible, 18 repreſenting to the Maſters of Gram- 
mar in that Nation, that it would be great re- 
miſſneſs in them, if they ſuffer'd their Bread any 
longer to be taken away from them by Strangers, 
| | who were not endu'd with greater Capacities 
' than they themſelves ; or if they did not take Pof- . 
| Bl fon of the Divinity Chairs, which the others 


had uſurp'd. The Maſters return'd Anſwer, 
That on their fide there wanted neither good 
Will nor Courage, but that they had no Acquain- | 
tance at Court, where the Germans would make 
continual Addrefles, as ſoon as they found them- 
elves diſturb'd in that Buſineſs. But John Huſs 
immediately made all theſe Diffieulties vaniſh, 


by ſhewing them the Meaſures he had taken with Hg 
the Emperor F/inceſlaus, thro” the means of two Ki 
young Gentlemen, his Scholars, who were be- FE 
come the Fayourites of that Prince. He there- i 


fore ſends them word how the Matter would be, 
and tells his Collegues, that he required nothing 
more of them, not only to re-eſtabliſh themſelves - 1 
in their Rights, which they had loſt, but more- 1 
over to make themſelves abſolute Maſters of the U- i 
uverſity of Prague,thanto ſow Diſcord induſtriouſly * 
anongſt'the Scholars of their own Nation and 
ee 
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thoſe of Germam, than which nothing was more 
eaſie to do, for thoſe Young Gentlemen bore in 
their Hearts a ſecret Antipathy againſt each other, 
which was increas'd by the Heat of their Blood, 
and the Ambition wherewith they had been al- 
ready mov d. Thus did the Maſters of their pwn 
accord, undertake to promote a Diſſention be- 
twixt the Bohemians and the Germans, and within 2 
few Days to put their Deſigns in Execution. The 
Diſturbance firſt took riſe in the College of Roſe- 
noire, where the Scholars were not long concern d, 
before they engag'd the Maſters in the Quarrel. 
The Germans made their Complaints to Minceſſam, 
Succeſſor to the Emperor Charles the IVth, his 
Father, in the Empire of Germany and Bohemia; 
but inſtead of the Protection they expected, they 
met with a Repulſe, and the Collegues of Joby 
Huſs began to conceive high Opinions of his Me- 
rit, when they ſaw the Affair proceed in that Or- 
det he had foreſeen, Indeed, Minceſlaus was a 
Man by no means proper to calm a Sedition, 
much leſs to preyent one: For ſince the Reign of 
Heliogabalus there never was a Prince more un- 
worthy of the Crown. Good Diſpoſitions in 
Body, Mind,and Manners, were equally want- 
ing to him ; and as he had ſomewhat in his Vi- 
ſage, which repreſented that Filthy Agimal that 
delights in nothing ſo much as its own Qrdure, 
ſo had he all the beaſtly Inclinations of that 
Creature. His whole Days were ſpent over his 
Table, and he would have ſpent his Nights there 
too, if his Servants had not taken care to remove 
him thence, and to lay him in his Bed. All ſart 
of Buſineſs was alike troubleſome to him ; and 
he concern'd himſelf neither about the Time pre- 
ſent, or to come. Like Vitelizs, he might eaſily 
have forgot, that he was Emperor, if others had 
"+20 . „„ 


E 


not minded him thereof. No one could better 


pleaſe him than by inventing new Diſhes for his 
Palate, nor ſooner irritate his Choler than by 
offending in that point ; witneſs the unhappy 
Cook, whom he cauſed to be Spitted, Roaſted 
and Sing'd, as you would do a Hog, for not 
having found out 'a Breakfaſt that pleas'd his 
Fancy. He was far from giving to the Germans 


the Time and Attention which were neceſſary to 


know wherein conſiſted their Differences with 
the Bohemian Maſters of Arts; nor would they 
have been more favourably receiv'd, even tho” 


John Huſshad not obtain'd by the Intrigue of his 
two Friends, that the Cauſe ſhould be remitted to 
the Magiſtrates of Prague, rather than be brought 


before the Archbiſhop of the ſame City, tho* that 
Prelate was the natural Preſerver of the Privilege 
of the Univerſity, The Doctors of Germany re- 


. fuſed to appear before a Tribunal'which they ſaid 
was Foreign to them. But John Huſs well aſſur d 


to make up his Account there, preſented himſelf 
with a Petition in his Hand, not only deſiring, 
that the Doctors of Bohemia might be re-inſtated in 
the Chairs and Revenues, which appertain'd to 
them, but alſo, that purſuant to the Intention 
of the Founder, which was, he ſaid, that the 


Univerſity of Prague ſhould be in every reſpect 


conformable to the Univerſity of Paris ; the Ma- 


ſters of Arts might have the ſame Prerogatives, 


as all the Doctors together of the three other Fa- 
culties,, Divinity, Law and Phyſick. The Magi- 
ſtrate, who was not well aware of the grievous 
Conſequences af what he was about to do, fign'd, 
the Petition, and the Favourites of the Emperor 
cauſed to be added thereto the Conſent of his 


Majeſty, as King of Bohemia. This was no 
 ſoaner ſignified in that Form to the Doctors of 


Germany, 


[ 46] 
| Germany, than they , were conſtrain'd the ſame 
day to depart out of the Houſes which belong'd 
to their Chairs. The Bohemian Youth made ſo 
eat Outrages, that the fear of being maſſacred, 


did at length drive them to hearken to the Propo- 5 
ſals of the Marquis de Miſnie, and the Landgrave 


of Thuringe, who had offer d them an honourable 
Retreat into the two Capital Towns of their 
Eſtates; they brought along with them four thou- 
fand of the beſt of their Scholars; and the Uni- 
verſities of Oxford and Leipficywere Peopled with 
the Ruins of the Vaixerf ity of Prague. | 


6. 18. Joh Haß. Wing now fortunate beyond 
115 Expectations; for that his Adyerſaries had 


quitted the place, thought of nothing more than 


dividing the Spoil with his Collegues; but for 
fear of loſing the reſt of his Auditors, made him 
ſeek out for ſome Means to retain them; and no- 
thing appear'd\ more ready or more efficacious, 
than to teach them the Doctrines of Wicklife, 
which by reaſon of their Novelty would keep their 
Minds in Suſpence, until ſuch time as ſome other 
pions mightbe prepared to entertain them with- 
The Expedient was approv d by all the Pro- 
ors and John Hufs, in the firſt Diſcourſe he 
made in favour of Miche, impudently ſaid, that 
the Fire which had burnt the Books of that 


excellent Man had given Warmth to the reading 


of them. He tranſlated into his own Language 


the moſt pernicious of his Works, which were 


the four Books of his Trialague; and cauſed Copies 
of them to be diſtributed amongſt all the Lords 
of Bohemia. His Collegues raviſh'd with the pro- 
greſs of his Lectures, every one in their manner 
imitated him. Jerom of Prague contented him- 


ſelf with teaching the ſame Tenets, but Jacobel 
ſtrain'd 
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the Matter higher, . upon emen new Hints, which 
he had afterwards receiv d. 1 IE IS 


. 19: Peter Breſtle, Profeiſor : at t Leipfic bad of TM 


Profeſſorſhip for a Suſpicion, which appear d to 
to be but too well grounded. He imagin d to 
himſelf, that the Church had fallen into an Erxor 
in having taken away from the Laity the Com- 
munion under two Kinds; and as he was Pogn, 
and knew not where to retire; he went to Prague, 
as ſoon as he knew, that the Germans departed 
thence, and that he might meet with a Subſiſtance 


without being oblig'd to conceal his Opinions. | 


By chance, he the firſt day after his Arrival be- 
came acquainted with Jacobel, and the Sympathy 
of their Inclinations, form'd betwixt them a very 
intimate Familiarity ; upon which Breſde took 
the Liberty to tell Jacobel, that Mickliſſe in laying 
open the Abuſes, which had crept into the 
Church, had omitted the moſt conſiderable, and 
that the taking away from the Communion the 
Species of Wine was a trick invented by the Cter- 
gy to ſeparate themſelves from the Laity, and to 
hinder them from making any Pretenſions to the 
Participation of the Sacrament, He added, that 
from the Humour the People of Bohemia were in; 
they would be more inclin d to demand the Cup, 
which had been taken away from them, than to 
purſue the Reformation of other Errors in the 
Church, and he deſir'd, that he would ſuffer him 
to inſpire i in Jacobel the deſire of being. reſ pected 
as 2 Prophet. . 

Jacobel, reſoly: 'd to hv to the Reputatiun 
which he had acquired of being the moſt fam'd 
Preacher in Bohemia, that of having diſcover'd a 
Corruption in the Church, which had eſcap d 
the Vbſerration of the Celebrated Wickliffe; never 
came 
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came into the Pulpit, without making the Cup 


the Subject of his Diſeourſe. And ſo fully had 
he perſwaded himſelf of the Truth of that, which 


he was about td infuſe into the Minds of others, 


that he wrote a Book of Memoirs upon that 
Subject, giving an account of the Actions of his 
Followers, who had ſolely apply'd themſelves to 
the Study of that Matter, for that they foreſaw 
that within alittle time the whole Diſpute would 
turn upon the Diſcuſſion of that ſingle Point; 


and indeed all Bohemia rang in a ſhort time after, 


of nothing but the Robbery of the Clergy, whom 
they accus'd of having ſtoln away from the People 
one half of the Holy Sacrament. And what in- 
creas'd the Contagion of this Diſtemper, was; 
that certain Benefic'd Men, of an illuſtrious 
Houſe, and of great Reputation in the Kingdom, 
but of licentious Lives, overcharg'd with Debts, 
and Subje& to the Diſcipline of the Church, for 
certain Crimes, of which they had been con- 
victed, declared themſelves of the Party of Jaco- 
bel, and encourag d him to make a Schiſm. John 


Huſs conſented thereto, and Clandeſtine Cotigre- 


gations were ſet up. Hincon, Archbiſhop of Prague; 
complains thereof to the Magiſtrate, who then 
being ſenſible of the Fault he had committed, 
endeavour'd to repair it by an Act of Severity. 
He order'd a Watch tò be ſet upon the Huſſites 


againſt their coming out of their ſecret Aſſemblies, 


and three of the moſt Seditious were arreſted by 
his Order. Their Tryals went on without any 
Diſcountenance of the Proceſs, and Sentence of 
Death was pronounced againſt them as Here- 
ticks and Diſturbers of the Publick Peace: Theit 

Bodies were quarter'd, and the Quarters ſet up 
in the Market place. But the Huſſites, wh6 either 
dar'd not or could not ſave them out of the — 


1491 


of Juſtice, gather'd themſelves together in Troops 


upon the firſt noiſe of the Puniſhment of their 
Companions,took the divided parts of their Bodies 


from the place, where they were fix'd for a Specta- 
cle; Carried them as in triumph thro” the Streets, 
cry'd that they were ſo many Reliques of the 
Saints of our Lord, and of the Martyrs of Jeſus 
_ Chriſt, and expoſed them in that Quality in the 


Church of Bethleem at Prague, of which they had 
made themſelves Maſters, to the Veneration of 
the Multitude. „„ T 


$. 20. John Huſs had ſo great a Part in that 
Action, that it was impoſſible not to include him 


in the number of thoſe that were neceſſary to 
that Crime: And the Warrant which was iſlu'd out 


againſt him, not permitting him to tarry at 


Prague, he retir d into the Village, from whence 


he took his Name, after having perverted the 
Lord of it, who promiſed to receive him into his 


Caſtle, and to prote& him againſt all Force that 


ſhould : be us'd towards him. It was in that 
Houſe (which might paſs for a Fortreſs) that the 


Party of the Huſſites was campleatly form'd in the 


Year 1409. For there it was that John Huſs 
ſpent - his Time in tranſlating certain Books 


of the Old and New Teſtament into the Vulgar 


Tongue, to which he added Commentaries, and 
gave thereby to Women and Tradeſmen means of 


diſputing with the Monks and Clergy: And then 


was it, that it was reſolv'd, the People ſhould 
be exhorted-to pay to the Clergy only Alms, and 


to contribute nothing towards the Craſaide, which 


Pope John XXII. had publiſhed under pretence 
of putting a ſtop to the Progreſs of the Infidels, 
but in reality to take away from King Ladiſlaus 
the Kingdom of Naples.  _ OD 
Sa 5 H 6. 21. Theſe 
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9. 21. Tu RSE Meaſures had ng ſopner been 


agreed upon, than the Communion under two 
Kinds was re-eſtabliſh'd in moſt part of the 
Churches throughout Bohemia, Silefia, Luſacia and 
| Moravia, The Archbiſhop of Prague had once 
more recourſe to the Magiſtrate, who finding 
himſelf unable to ſtem the force of that prevail- 
ing Torrent, referr'd the Prelate to the Emperor, 
But the Court was ſo little diſpos'd to maintain 
the Authority of the Church, that the Affair was 
left in Suſpence while the rig * did in the mean 
time teach and Preach their Doctrine in Publick. 
That Conni vance, which was more dangerous to 
Religion than if the Court had openly declared 
themſelves in favour of the Huſſites, oblig'd 
the Archbiſhop to fly to the only remedy which 
then remained, ſince that the Schiſm had taken 


away all Application to the Holy See. The 


Emperor Minceſtaus had no Children, and conſe- 


quently the Crown was by Succeſſion to devolve 
upon his Brother Ladiflaus Ring of Hungary. It 


was much the Intereſt of that Prince, whoſe In- 


clinations were in every reſpe& oppoſite to thoſe 


of his Elder Brother, that there ſhould - be no 
Change of Religion in Bohemia, for he well knew, 
that if that was ſtruck ' at, the Crown muſt alſo 
feel the blow. And the Archbiſhop, who was 
particularly acquainted with that Kings Diſpoſi- 
tion, promifed himſelf, that if he made a Journey 
into Hungary, he might prevail with Ladiſtaus to 


come over into Bohemia with an Army, and not 


depart thence till he had reconcil'd the Hufjtes 
to the Church. In this Thought he left Prague, 
but upon his firſt Arrival in Hungary he fell fick 
and died, without having had the leaſt Confer- 
rence with Ladiſſaus. His Death was the more 
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lamented by all good Men; becauſe that to him 


alone they owed the Peace and Quiet, which Bo- 
hemia had enjoy'd during ſo many Years; and be- 
cauſe they were aſſur d, that the Emperor would 
nominate to his See a Sucreſſor, equally unwor- 
thy of that Sacred Office, and uncapable of Diſ- 
charging thoſe difficult Affairs, he was about to 
be engag'd,in; The event juſtified what they 
had foreſeen in its whole Extent; in that the 
Huſſites took the advantage of the Death of that 
Prelare, whom alone they had reaſon to be afraid 
of ; and that the Archbiſhoprick of Prague was 
filled with the moſt vile infamous Man then alive; 
in the ſtead of that great Man, who had advanc'd 
that See to the higheſt Degree of Eminence. This 
was the deplorable Arbile, who might have been 
blotted out of the Records of Tinie, if Pope Pius 


the II. had not taken care to.have preſerved his 


Picture. He was ſo overcharg'd with Fat, that 
he could not move himſelf unleſs by the help of 
a Machine, and his Soul deep ſunk in that heavy 
Maſſe, but ſeldom exerted the Uſe of its natural 
Faculties. Avarice and Debauchery were the 
continual Subjects of his Meditation, and with 
nothing was he pleaſed, which did not ſome way 
or other adminiſter to one of theſe two Vices. He 
took far more care of his Cellars and his Store- 
houſes, than of his Church, and he conſtantly bore 
the Keys of one of them hanging on his Girdle. He 
kept no Servant in his Kitchin, but a Tooth-leſs 
od Woman; and when one of his Friends ask'd 
him, what Sound was moſt diſagreeable to his 
Ear? he anſwer'd, the Noiſe of Teeth bruiſing 4 
Bone. He labour'd by new Exactions to Fleece 
his Flock, but not to Fatten them: And ſo far 
were the Poor from reaping any Advantage from. 
his Parſimony, that they were not allow'd to ap- 
| 2 proach 
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proach his Palace. Indeed, it appear d, as if that 
wretched Man had been made a Biſhop only to fa- 
vour, by his Conduct, the Cauſe of the Huſſites; nay, 
ſo great was his Stupidity, that he awoke not 
out of his Lethargy, even when two third Parts 
of Bohemia had gone over to their Party. The 
Evil was without Remedy, during the Life of 
Arbile, but he who had nominated him to the 
Arbiſhoprick of Prague, was puniſh'd for having 
caſt his Eye upon ſo miſerable an Obje& The 
Germans grew weary of being Subje& to an Em- 
peror, who had nothing of Man in him, but the 
Figure, and Depoſed Minceſiaus. His Brother 
Sigiſmond immediately ſucceeded in the Kingdom 
of Bohemia, and ſome Years after in the Empire. | 
His extraordinary Zeal for Religion made him 
conceive that it would be utterly impoſſible to 
exterminate this Hereſie, whilſt a Schiſm con- 
tinned in the Popedom ; and 'twas this which in- 
ſpired him with «the moſt glorious Deſign, that 
for mavy Ages paſt hath enter'd in the Breaſt of 
a Catholick Prince. He undertook to prevail with 
the Three Pretenders to the Papacy, to lay aſide 
their Pretenſions, and to elect a 4th, who ſhould 
be univerſally Recogniz'd as Head of the Church. 
The only Expedient to conſummate ſo grand an 
Enterprize, was to call together a General Council, 
and therein lay the greateſt Difficulty. For to 
effect this the Agreement of all thoſe Chriſtian 
Princes was requir'd, who had divided themſelves, 
according as Paſſion or Intereſt had led them, to 
acknowledge one or other of the Pretending Popes. 
Their re- union appear'd impoſſible upon all Max- 
ims of Po icy. But God, who was willing at 
length to give Peace to the Church, after half an 
Age of Diſtraction, on the one ſide endow'd the 


Emperor with all the Qualities of Mind and 9 
Whic 
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which were neceſſary for the Execution of that Þ | 
admirable Proje& ; apd on the. other, by unfore- 
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. ſeen Revolutions of Affairs he cauſed to ceaſe all 5 | 
| the Obſtacles, which Humane Prudence judged EE 
capable of croſſing it. The Emperor neglected the % 
: Conſideration of his own Health and State to viſit Fin 
f in Perſon thoſe Kingdoms and Republicks, where i 
p he foreſaw the holding of a- General Council wh 
7 would meet with the greateſt Oppoſition: And 45 
: his Labours found ſuch deſired Succeſs, that no Pi 
Nation throughout all Europe refuſed that which 95 
e the Emperor had requeſted. The Factions of 05 
r Orleans and Buy gundy, with. which the Realm of wy 
n France was diſtracted, laid aſide their Animoſities ra 
.at his Entreaty ; and the Univerſity of Paris, in 7 
N the Perſons 25 Peter d' Ailly and John Gerſon, ſup- = 
0 plied him with two moſt eminent. Divines, who 239 
1- ſeem'd to have been raiſed op: by God for the 
„ healing of that Schiſm. br 
It The Obſtinacy of Henry V. King of Euere 3 
of gave way, after he had diſcovered the Conſpi- Bk 


h racy of the Micklevites, and almoſt by a Miracle 
le ſaved himſelf out of the Hands of thoſe who 
d would have taken away his Life, and placed up- 
h. on his Throne Andicarel, the Chief of their 
an Sea. | 

l, Ladiſlau and Vu of PR ho were at 
to Strife for the Crown of Naples, agreed to throw 
in MW | their Difference into the Hands of him who 
SM ſhould be elected Pope in a full Council. And 
to Ml the Duke of Milan upon the ſame Terms made a 
'S, Truce with the Republick of Florence. The King 
of Caftile accepted of a like Expedient to deliver 
at WW himſelf from Civil War. The King of Arragon 
an agreed thereto, that he might juſtify the Choice 
he which St. 2 Fenier had 3 of his Perſon, 
0 to the Excluſion of all others who had " Right 
C 1 Ight 


141 


Rig kt to that Crown: And the King of Por- 
ova? gave his Conſent, the better to ſupport him- 
ſelf upon the Throne, where his Subjects had 
placed him, notwithſtanding his Baſtardy, left 
they- ſhould have fallen under the Domination of 
the C aftilians; ops : 5 


6. 22. Tn Town: of Cres 4 was. che, 11 


on for the Place where the Council was to meet, 
becauſe of its Freedom, which it owed to its 
Neighbourhood with the Swiſs: And John Huſs 


was ſollicited to appear there with the more Ear 
neſtneſs, as the Emperor had ever been too impo- | 


tent to draw him out of Bohemia againſt his 


Will. - The Hereticks, out of regard to their 


Numbers, placed themſelves under the Covert 
of Outrage; and the Catholicks, inſtead of en- 
deavouring to exterminate them, exerciſed their 
wage Prudence in preventing their own Extir- 

The Euchariſt was without Oppoſition 


pation | 
adminiſter di in both Kinds: And John Huſs, the 


more to Animate his Diſciples againſt Jo XXIII. 
who had condemned him, taught them that the 
Church of Rome held as an Article of Faith the 

Neceſſity of believing in the Pope, as well as 

that of believing in God : Whence 2 drew this 
ſcandalous Conſequence, That in his Time it 
was impoſſible to be ſaved in the Commuinion of 
that Church, becauſe that no one was able to 
determine which of the three Pretendets to the 
Popedom was the true Succeſſor of St. Peter. He 
added, (to retain on his Side Men of wicked 
Lives,) That thoſe Sinners who were puniſhed 


in this World, would not be puniſhed in the 


other ; for thar the Holy Scripture did not al- 
low that the ſame Man ſhould twice ſuffer for 
the ſame Crime. 
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Jahn XXIII ivitared at the Inſolence of John 
Hufs, writes to the Archbiſhop of Prague to aſ- 


ſemble a third: Coumcil of he Prelates of that 


Nation, and to call thither the Doctors and 


Learned Clergy, to make it the more famous; 


and to cite John Huſs before them in Order to 
give an Account of his Faith. This was accor- 
dingly done in the Beginning of January, in the 


Fear 144 No Body expected that Jahn Huſs 
ave 


would appeared; and the whole World was 


equally ſurprized to find that he preſented him- 


ſelf before the Council upon the firſt Day of 
their Sitting. It is uncertain whether the Pre- 
ſumption of ſeeing himſelf. attended by ſo many 
Perſons was the true Reaſon of his coming thi- 
ther, or whether his Defign was only to make a 
vain Oſtentation of the Forces of his Party. 
This however is ſure, that he had no apparent 
Cauſe of Fear; and that he did not enough 
eſteem the Perſons: of whom that Council was 
compoled, às to come before them out of any 
Motive of Reſpect. Whatever it was, he was 
pleaſed not oniy to give modeſt Anſwers to the 
Faun. propoſed concerning his Doctrine, but 


alſo to diſcover whateyer was imputed to him 


contrary to the Catholick Faith. He proteſted that 
the Errors which he had been reproached with 
were but ſo many Calumnies. And when he was 

defired to make Profeſſion of his Faith, ſo that he 
might be heard by all that were preſent, he in a 
loud Voice declared, in Terms which he had almoſt 
wholly taken out of the Sacred Scriptures, That 
out T Obedience to the Prelates, who were. the 
Repreſentatives of Jeſus Chriſt, he was ready to 
give an Account of his Belief in Matters of ſuch 
Importance to a Chriſtian Man. He ſincerely 


wow d the Authority of the ſame Church * 
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all its particular: Members, and by: conſequence 
over himſelf. And then declared, That he. was 
ſo far from teaching or preaching contrary to that 
which was held by the Church, that he was rea- 
dy to ſpill the laſt Drop of his Blood i in Defence 
of its. Deciſions. He then deſcended. to Parti- 
culars, and {aid}; Thar:fince: his Enemies had ac- 
cuſed him falſly before the Holy See of believing 
that the Subſtancæs of Bread and Wine remained 
after the Conſecration of the Elements; that the 
Body and Blood of ou; Lord ware that Moment 
of Time preſent only; when the Hoſt and the 
Chalice were elevated; that. a Prieſt who had 

fallen into any mortal Sin could: not. conſecrate 
the Euchariſt; that temporal Lords might again 


take into their Poſſeſſſom thoſe Donatives which 
their Anceſtors had beſtowed: on the Clergy ; that 


Tythes were only meer Alms ; that Indulgences 


were a Trick invented to get Money ; and that 


the Clergy were obligetitoiſubmit; themſelves. to 
the ſecular Powers. He declared in full Council, 


and deſired that a Record might Be made of his 
Profeſſion of F aith, That — believed a real 


Tranſubſtantiatioh in the Euchariſt; that the 
Body and Blood of Jeſus Chriſt continued under 
the Species of Bread and Wine, ſo. long as they 
were capable to contain them; chat the Sacra- 
ments neither depended upon the good or bad 
Life of the officiating Miniſter ; that the Church 
could no more be deprived, without Injuſtice, 


of thoſe Revenues which ſhe held of the Libera- 


ty of the Faithful, than of thoſe which ſhe had 
acquired through her Own Parſimony; that no 
Man could have any Cauſe or Pretext available to 
exempt himſelf from the Payment of Tythes; 
and that the Eccleſiaſtical Juriſdiction was wholly 
independent of the Secular i 99 
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Prieſthood, that they might the better judge of 


a Civil War; becauſe that the better Part of 


CLAN 
The Council deceived by this. plain Expoſition 
of Faith, re-eſtabliſhed John Huſs in the Com- 
munion of the Church, and only forbad him for 
ſome {mall Time to execute the Offices of the 


the Sincerity of his Converſion. But he took no 
Care to obſerve that light Suſpenſion ; either be- 
cauſe it repented him of his Submiſſion, or that 
he apprehended it would be a Diſcredit to him 
among thoſe of his own Party, if by any pub- 


lick Performances he ſhould ſhew that he ever 21 
had a Deſſgu of reconciling himſelf with the Ca- 1 
tholicks. He celebrated Maſs as ſoon as the 721 
Council was broke up; he taught more inſolent- =} 
ly than ever the ſame Propoſitions he had abjur d; = 
and he added new ones to them. And to fulfil N 
the Meaſures of his Impudence, he endeavour'd 2 
to depreciate amongſt Men the Authority of the Fe 
Fathers of the Charch, in teaching. from ſome 3 
perverted Paſſages of Holy Writ, that Confeſſion, 90 
as it was then in Uſe in the Church, was in no 1; 
Reſpect neceſſary towards the obtaining a better Bi 
Life after this ; that all thoſe who had periſhed i 


in the Fire of Sodom, or who were drowned with 4 
Pharoah in the Red-fea, were not damned. The : 
Archbiſhop and Clergy were afraid to renew 
their Cenſures, leſt they ſhould thereby occafion 


the Nobles and People had declared themfelves 
for him; ſo thar in that Conjuncture of publick 
Affairs it was alike impoſſible for them either to 
oppreſs him in Bohemia, or to draw him away 
from thence againſt his Will. N 


8. 23. AN here we muſt treat upon the 
niceſt Paſſage of all modern Hiſtory, and what 
hath moſt irreconcilably divided the 2 of 
e = L EE” 1 | > ON Men. 
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Men. 'The Difficulty conſiſts in knowing, whe- 
ther the Emperor Sgiſmond and the Council of 
Conſtance broke their Promiſe to Fohn Hufs ? 


Which Matter, though it be of it ſelf very in- 


tricate, yet there are ſome Men who have not 
ceaſed to contribute all that Malice and Artifice 


have been capable of, with Deſign to perplex it 


ſill the more. All the Paſſions of Men have decla- 
red themſelves, . for the Affirmative, or the Nega- 
tive, andthe moſt Efficacious of Humane Intereſts, 
which is that of Religion, hath been drawn' into 


the Quarrel. But that which is the moſt ſtrange, 


and likewiſe the moſt deplorable, is, that Perſons 
of the brighteſt Underſtanding have, in their 
| Attempts to examine thoroughly into this Affair, 
involv'd themſelves in Darkneſs: There are here 
two Queſtions entirely diſtinẽt, and conſequently 
independent of each other: And of theſe two 
have been made but one. The Firſt is, Whe- 
ther the Emperor performed his Promiſe 2 The 
Second, Whether the Council. infring'd - theirs ? 
And yet theſe two have been confounded ; and 
the Queſtion treated in the ſame Manner as if 
the Emperor's Word had been given by the Coun- 
cil, or the Promiſe of the Council had been made 
by the Emperor. The Intricacies have been aug- 
mented in Proportion to-what the Learned have 
| ſaid upon this Matter. And though nothing can 


be more clear than that there were given to Joh 


Huſs two Paſſes at two different Times, and with 
two: different Dates, the one by the Emperor; 


and the other by the Council; yet nevertheleſs 


one only has been ſpoke of; and great Pleaſurs 
has been taken in expoſing the two Authorities, 


the Spiritual and the Temporal, from both of 


- which it has been pretended that this was derived, 
without confidering that upon this Suppoſition 
. i= ES 2 =o | ; rs 


— 59 * 
tis impoſſible but that Abſurdities muſt follows. 
In fine; they have demeaned themſelves ſo as if 
they were willing to ſnew us, That even our beſt 
Knowledge is involved i in Ignorance: For they 
have made that a Subject of Religion which was 
only a Matter of Policy, and have endeavoured 
to impoſe upon us Reaſon of State as a Princi- 
ple of Conſcience. The Catholicks have imitated 
the capricious Paſſions of the Hereticks, and have 
not known how to contain themſelves within the 
Bonnd$'6f Reaſon ; which was by no Means to 
have made it the main Point of their Buſineſs, 
either to defend the Emperor or the Council, or 
to have entered into the Diſcuſſion of the Actions 
either of one or the other of them, but ingenu- 
ouſly to have allowed: that they were both to 
blame, and to deny that their Example could 
ſerve as a ſufficient Rule for the Catholicks to 
break Faith with Hereticks. It is therefore of 
jery great Importance before all Things to fix 
the Truth of this Fact upon a ſure Bottom, and 
to ſopardte the Intereſts of Men from thoſe of Re- 
ligion; and of certain Clergymen who have been 
tranſported with too much Heat; to mark the 
true and falſe Steps which were made both on 
the one Side and the other; and to propoſe the 
juſt and unjuſt Motives of the principal Actors int 
hat Blovdy Tragedy which was repreſented at- 
Conſtance. - The Belgn is ſo curious, that it will 
be an Honour tò hidve undertaken it, though we 
til of the deſired Sueceſs. And with Reaſon 
was it; that the moſt admirable Man, the Car- 
inal du Perron would"ſay to his Friends, That.no 
me could write upon any Piecę of Hiſtory with 
nore Advantage than upon the Proceedings of 
he Emperor and Council of Conſtance, with re- 
best . John Huſt and _— of * 1 

2 * 


[6] 
It i is certain, that the Kingdom of Bohemia was 
Elective at the Time of the Council of Conſtance; 


and that although the People of Bohemia had, ever 


ſubſtituted the eldeſt Sons of their Kings. in the 


Place of their Fathers, and had ever preſerved the 


Sceptre in one Family, ſo long as there were 


Perſons in it capable to bear it; and although 
the ſame People, after the Example of the;Poliſh 
Men, had attained (if I may uſe the Expreſſion) 


to ſuch an Exceſs of Recognizance of thoſe So- 
vereigns, who had goyern'd them with Prudence, 
as when no Heir Male of the Royal Family was 
remaining, but only. Daughters, to oblige: thoſe 


| whom they ſhould- elect to eſpouſe - eldeſt 


Daughter of that Houſe, and to give, the others 
in Marriage to their neareſt Relations, which was 


the Caſe of the Family of Lutzembourg ; yet this 


was always without Prejudice. to their Right of 
Election. And the Eſtates of the Realm had ne- 


ver recognized the Sons aſter their F athers, nor 


the Sons - in-Law after their Fathers - in- Law, 
without having firſt obtained of them ſolemn De- 
clarations, and thoſe in Writing, That they made 
no Pretenſions of themſelves to the Crown; that 
they received the Sceptre, which was given them, 


asa pure Act of Grace; that they, were indebteg for 


It to the Good Will of the People; and that they 
did not expect that their Poſtexity ſhould; j ig any re- 
| Jpe& draw. any manner of. Adyant: 
Choice which: had been. made; of their Perſons. 
And then they engaged themſelves by a regiprocal 
Treaty to preſerve with the utmoſt Exactneſs the 
Privileges of. Bohemia, and to conſent to be de- 

pos'd if in the leaſt they ſhould infringe them. 
One of theſe Privileges was, That no Perſon 
ſhould be compelled to go out of the Kingdom 


againſt his. Inclination. upon any Cauſe hatſo- 
evet, 
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ever; ad John Hufſs, as well as others, was com- 
priſed under a Rule ſo generals char it Woulck 
bear no Exception. . 

Sgiſmond could neither conſtrain Ter as: ; Erape- 
ror,. for that Huhemin did in no wile depend upbir 
the Empire, though: the. King thereof was an 
Elector of the Empire; nor as King: of Bohanda; 
becauſe: that he had renounced that:Powet at his 
taking upon himſelf the Crown. Beſides, he kad 
no: Army to draw him from Prague by Force; and 
if he had one, it would have been to ne Effect, 
ſince the ſame People of Bihemia, who: deferided! 


themſelves ſo obſtinately after the Death of Joby - 


Huſs, that: Sgiſmond was obliged to grant them 
Liberty of Conſcience, or they would have ta- 
ken. Arms with more Heat and Effort, if they had 
been encouraged with the. Preſence of Toh Huſs; 
who joined always Menacesto Entteaties when he 
was about to lead on his Followers to any hard 
Enterprize; and who, beſides his majeſtick and 
venerable Mien, was the moſt eloquent Preacher of 
his Age. . It muſt therefore be; - that Joh Huſß 
Sn. himſelf reſolved to go to the Council; and 
that knowing: well he had not at Conſtance the! 
ſame Privileges which he enjoyed at Prague, he 
1 prayed the Emperor to grant him a Pafs in 
the beſt Form which was in Uſe in the Imperial 
Court. It is not eaſy to divine what was the. 
Reaſon which mov'd-him-to-make' that Journey; 


andi though we mi git without much a- do ſatisfy 


thet publick Curioſiy i in this Point, yet it would 


be uſeleſs to do ſo, ſince that would by. no means 


ſerve to clear up the Difficulty. John Huſs was 


perhaps ſo fully perſwaded of the Truth of his 
Doctrine, as to believe that he could defend it in 


full Council; or ſo raſh, as to hope to make 
them \ approve of it; of 10 preſumptuous, - . 
| ee 
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ſeek by that Means the Reputation of an Inge- 
nious Man, upon the moſt famous Theatre in 
the Chriſtian World; or it may be, his Impu- 
dence carried him ſo far as to make him imagine, 
that he could inſtill the Errors of Micklif and 
himſelf into the Minds of many of the Divines 
there; or, if one could believe his Folly to have 
been ſo deplorable, one may conjecture that he 
had ſo good an Opinion of himſelf, and thought 
himſelf ſo well skilled in the Sophiſms of Logick, 
as to be able to acquit himſelf by caſting Duſt 
before their Eyes, it he was not ſo fortunate as 
to imprint his Sentiments in their Hearts. It ap- 
peared by the Event that he had deceived him- 
ſelf in his Expectations; and that he had made 
the greateſt Slip it was poſſible for him to have 
made towards himſelf. But as that Event came 
after the Paſs which was granted him, and not 
before, we will not pretend to juſtify it. 


F. 24. John Huſs arrived then at Conſtance attend- 


ed with certain Gentlemen of Bohemia, and the Ma- 


giſtrates of the Town, who was then free, granted 
him at the Requeſt of the Council a ſecond Paſs, 
different from the former, in that it was neither 


full, ſimple, or without Reſtriction; but in expreſs 


Terms declared, That it was'only to juſtify him- 
ſelf from the Crimes imputed to him, and to con- 
vince his Accuſers of Calumny. It is uncertain 
whether John Huſs took any Notice of the laſt 
Clauſe ; or whether he neglected it as a Trifle ; 
or thought with himſelf, that howſoever it was 
interpreted, it would be explained by the Em- 
perors, the Terms of which were evident, gene- 


ral, abſolute, and without reſerve. But how-. 


ſoever this was, tis certain that he was content 
there with, and made no manner of Difficulty in 
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63 
receiving it. After having viſited John XXIII. 
and all the other Prelates of the Council, he cau- 


ſed it to be affixed upon the Doors of the Chur- 


ches and Monaſteries of Conſtance by certain ſo- 
lemn Inſtruments, and at the ſame Time his 
Friends cauſed it to be publiſhed throughout all 


the principal Towns in Germany, that he had 


preſented himſelf before the Council to give an 
Account of his Faith; and that he invited all 


thoſe who doubted of his Religion, or who held 


him in Suſpicion, to bring in their Actions againſt 


him before the moſt Auguſt Tribunal in Chriſten- 


dom. That Step was fruitleſs : But it was not 
bor want of Appearance in their Court that the 


Fathers took it; but what they ſolely went upon 


was, that John Huſs had recognized them, and 
ſued to them to be his Judges. And ſo without 
waiting for any farther Inſight into the Matter, 


7% XXIII. admitted of what he had to ſay in 


his Defence; and gave Leave to John the Patri- 
arch of Conſtantinople, to the Biſhop of Sure, and 
to Bernard Biſhop of Citd de Caſtello, to draw a 
Breviate of the Caſe of John Huſs, and to make 
their Report thereof to the Council. That He- 
refiarch was ſo prepoſleſs'd in Favour of himſelf, 
that he knew not the Danger he had thrown him- 
ſelf into, nor began to fall into any Diſtruſt, *till 
his Judges had ſignified to him that his Accuſers 
were come, and that he was not permitted to de- 
part from Conſtance until Judgment had been pro- 
nounced concerning him. As there is nothing 
more difficult to ſincere Perſons than upon light 
Grounds to take up Suſpicions, ſo it is almoſt 
impoſſible for them to diſmiſs them, or not to 
creaſe them when once taken up; for when that 
Word, which was their ſole Foundgtion of Truſt, 
hath been once violated, nothing will ng 
a | | in 
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hind fufficient to confirm them in their Belief 


The Walls of Conſtauce had no ſooner been made 


the Bounds of Feby Huſss Priſon, than that Di- 


minution of his Liberty cauſed him to apprehend 
ſome ſiniſter Event. He was ſeized with Terror 
upon ſeeing of his profeſſed Enemies; and upon 


fading that the moſt conſiderable among the 


Clergy of Bohemia were in the Number of his 
Accuſers. That Terror was augmented in Pro- 
portion to the much greater Exactneſs and Se- 
verity which the Judges obſerved in their Forms, 
than what was in uſe in Germam; And he be- 
lieved, though too late, that it would neither 
be fo ſucceſsful, nor ſo eaſy. to convince the 
Fathers and Divines of that Council, as to ha- 
rangue in the Church of Bethleem in Bohemia; at 
Prague before a Multitude of Laicks, who were 
Lovers of Novelty ; at Court in the Preſence of 


the Nobility, who were deſirous to rob the 


Churches of their Revenues ; or in the Market- 


Place, before the Dregs of the People, who were | 


glad to be informed of the fecret Irregularities of 
the Clergy, and diſpos'd to believe without Di- 
ſtinction or Reſerve whatever ſhould be faid to 
them upon that Head. The Witueſſes were ſo 
numerous, that they could not poſſibly be cor- 


rupted; and their Agreement ſo perfect, that 


they could not be rejected. No legal Exception 
could be made againſt them; and their large and 
circumſtantial Depoſitions clearly proved, That 
John Huſs had been the Cauſe of all the Diſtur- 
bances-which for ſix Years before had happened 
in Bohemia upon the Account of Religion; and 
that to him were principally owing the Sacrile- 
gious Acts which had been there committed, the 
Prophaneneſs which had been there authorized; 
and that through. him Vows of Chaſtity had 


pee 
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been violate, and Eccleſiaſtical Revenues pillag'd. 


He nevertheleſs prepared himſelf to anſwer in 
his om Behalf | by? caſting! the greateſt Part of 
the Ils. which were objected to him upon the de- 
poſed Emperor Miuceſiaus, and the leſs upon the 
licentious Life of the Clergy of Bohemia. And 


this he did, until ſuch Tims, as new Opportuni- 


ties ſnould ofter chemſelves of providing for his 


Safety. The firſt of which Sort was ſuggeſted 
to him by a Gentleman of his Party, who had 


accidentally fallen into Convetſation, where it 


was: ſaid by certain: Biſhops, That Jom Ha 


could not otherwiſe: free himſelf front the Per- 


plexity of his Affairs, unleſs he retracted his Opi- 
nioòns, and did publick Penance for them. The 


ſecond was occaſioned by the Biſhop of Comftarce : 
That Prelate was informed by the Adverſaries of 
John Huſs, that he every: Day ſaid Maſs; or that 


the People flock d from all Quarters of the Ton 


to hear him, notwithſtanding that the Cenſures 
which had been thundred out t againſt him by kis 
ow: Biſhop, the Archbiſhop! of Prague, had ne- 
ver been taken off. This was a manifeſt Outrage 
upon the ſuriſdiction of the Church. And as all 
the Biſhovs were equally concerned to puniſh that 
Offencs, ſo the Biſhop of Cenftance both forbad 
John Huſs to celebrate Maſs in his Dioceſe, and 
likewiſe all other Perſons to aſſiſt him. Fehn Hujs 
regarded not his Prohibition. Whether it was 
that he held the Biſhop in Diſdain, or that he 


believed himſelf to be exempt from his ſuriſdi- 


ction: And the Townſmen of Conſtance did not 
forbear frequenting his Aſſemblies. So that rhe 
Biſhop was obliged to have recourſe to another 
Expedient, which was this : Heconiplains to the 
Magiſtrate of the ſcandalous Meetings which were 
held in the Houſe of * Huſ: : He remonſtra- 

ted 
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ted to him, that That Clergyman of Bohemia was 
accuſed of Hereſie throughout all Chriſtendom : 
He exaggerated the Danger the People of Conſtance 

were in of being infected; and he intreated him 

to diſcharge in that Point one the moſt princi- 
pal Function of his Office. It is not known 
- whether that Requeſt had been before concerted 
between the Biſhop and the Magiſtrate : But it 
is certain that there was an Agreement betwixt 
them. And John Huſs was no ſooner informed 
thereof, than he began to think there was no 
longer any Safety. for him in Conſtance. His Friends 
adviſed Flight: And becauſe his Enemies very 
narrowly obſerved him, he was reſolved to over- 
reach their Vigilance by diſguiſing himſelf. Henry 
de Salzembroc furniſh'd him with the Habit of a 

Peaſant, and undertook ro carry him out of the 
Tov in a Cart laden with Forage, where he was 
in a manner buried, inſomuch that no Man could 
eaſily perceive him, much leſs know him. The | 
Artifice might have ſucceeded, if any other In- 
ſtrument had been employed to execute it but 
Salzembroc. But the Friends of John Huſs were 
ſo unhappy as to addreſs themſelves to thoſe Ci- 
tizens who were the leaſt proper to aſſiſt in his 
Eſcape : For Salxembroc was the chief Spy that 

was ſet over him, and had taken upon himſett 
the Care of his Perſon. And indeed he acquaint- 
ed the Magiſtrate with all the Meaſures they 
took ; and the Cart was fcarce got without the 
Gates before it was encompaſſed round with a 
Troop of Horfe. Salzembroc, who was then per- 
ſwaded that it was no Time to diſſemble, ſhews 
the Place where John Huſfs lay concealed, and 
aided them in their taking him from thence. The 
Hiſtory, which is moſt ſevere upon the Huſſites, 
as is that of Coclius, hath not omitted to remark 

upon 
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their Chief was ſuch, that he loſt it not even in 
that Conjuncture, when he ſaw. himſelf ſo mani- 
feſtly ſtopp'd and betrayed. He pretended not- 
withſtanding that they took him for another: 
He complained of their having retarded his Jour- 


ney: He took great Offence at their having ta- 


ken him from under / the Hay, where. he had crept 
to avoid the Extremity of the Cold ſo violent in 
Switzerland; though the Seaſon was far advanc'd, 
and it was then the third Sunday in Lent, in the 
Lear 1415. He next ſhewed the Emperor's Paſs, 
as what he judged capable of obliging the Sol- 
diers, who encompalied him, to let him proceed 
in his Journey with all Safety; ſo much was he 
prepoſſeſs d, that let the Matter turn as it would, 
the Paſs would remain inviolable. Tis uncertain 
upon what Principle he ſo readiy, and without 
any Mean, paſled from the one Extream of his 
Diſtruſt, to the other Extream of Security: And 
one can impute a Motion ſo extravagant to no- 


thing more than a certain Species of Giddineſs, 


to which the ableſt Heads are ſubject upon their 
becoming ſenſible of the firſt Symptoms of the 
greateſt Misfortunes, which are about to fall up- 
on them. But Salxembroc did not ſuffer him to 
indulge himſelf in that vain Credulity, but told 
him that the Paſs, upon which he ſo much relied, 
did not hinder him from being compelled to clear 
himſelf from the Crimes with which he was char- 
ged; and that he might ſtill be put to Death as 
an Heretick, if he did not revoke all that he 
had taught contrary to the Sentiments of the 
Church. | | 


K 2 The 


upon the Memoirs of Ubrie de Richendal, who was 
preſent at the Action, That the Conſtancy of 
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The Menace of Death, ; and a Death ſevere 
as that which is the Puniſhment: otHereſie; filbd 
the: Mind of Fol: Hufs with alkhoſe frighthul 
Images which hevhad bur no. diffipated) and 
ugge ſted no other Thoughts ta him than How: to 


eſcape from ſo emitient a Dunger: : He ſlily hole 
of from his Horſe, upon which the Commander 
of: the Regiment; Which had. heen ſeni lout to 
take him, — cauſed him to mount, even tho 
he zus under this Guarcb of two Soldierb a And 
his Diligence wasſſuchę that he bad interhringled 


himſeif amongſt/the: Gentlemen of Bohn,, Wh 


| hadCattended: Aim as a. C.- ¾“ 9 y, before he:conld 


be obſferved.:by.them-!iByras.they were not in 


2 Condition to veſiſt the- Caralry of Conſtance; 
they: were forced to diſcover dum, and te deliver 


hitnoup-as a:Prforgr}/whoo! they were tmable 


to defend. He. was hrought back into the Town, 
and confined i in a. Monaſtery of Dominican Friars, 
where he was guarded with more Precaution 
than if he had been put into the common. Priſons, 
except that they allowed to viſit him Perſons 
whoſe Virtue nnd Knowledge were ſo well-known, 
as. to give reaſon toi hope that their Converſation 
might prevail with him to do Penance for his 
Fault. His Friends, ſurprized at what had hap- 

pen'd, went in Queſt of the Emperor, who had 
judg d his Preſence neceſſary at Conſtuure, to put 
an End to thoſe Factions which had been form'd 
with Deſign to break 4p! = n before the 
Schilm, was healed. 
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$. 25. Turf cal d upon his "WEE Maje- 


ſty to make good that Promiſe which of his Cle- 


mency he had made John Huſs ; and they repre- 
ſented to him that the Violation of the publick 


Faith would * Strangers, who had come to 
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th&-Council/erther, with Deſign: to inform them- 
ſolves/ or 10 give an Account. of their Faith, to 
hr flying from thonce, and to ſhun 
 byvauRetreatzu which) wd be ſhameful to fo 
matiyzPerſonscof >Qualityy.the'Danger'to which 
their Lives had'been'expoſed.”"1 1557 © nh NN 
11D he>Emperod dich i ine no wiſt anſwen t his 
Paſs was limited; amd that A Hye had 
fulfilled the Conditions npon which —— — 
ech it. He did in no wiſe pretend that he had 


made himſelf unworthy of it by celebrating Mafs 


without the Permiſſion, and contrary to the In- 
junction of the Biſhop of the Place: He had ho 
Recourſe to the Informations which.had been gi- 
ven of Hereſids taught by John Huſs, even ſince 
his Appearance at the Council, to condlude, as 
it was afterwands done, that his Paſs did not ex- 


empꝑt him from a Crime which he had committed 


ſome Time after that Paſs was granted. On the 
contrary, his Imperial Majeſty: ſeemed to con- 
tinne his Grant, and likewiſe to ſuppoſe that the 
Paſs was full and ſimꝑle by two Acts of his: The 
one was that abſolute Anſwer which he gave to 
the Gentlemen of Bohemia, That he would ſee 
John Huſs delivered without Condition or Delay. 
The other was the general Propoſition which that 
Prince made to the Council, not only to remove 
the Guards from him, and to ſuffer him to return 
to his own Houſe as before; but alſo to ſend him 
back into Bohemia; if he ſhould ſew the leaſt 
Defire thereof. Tis true, that the Anſwer of 
the Council was not comprehended in Terms ſo 
extenſive; and that the Fathers declared by the 
Mouth: of their Prolocutor, that John Huſs had 
not acquitted himſelf of the Promiſes made to 
the Magiſtrate of Conſtance; and that the Magi- 
rate was not conſequently bound to diſmiſs him. 

_—_ 


1 6 
Mm 
ws, 
"8 
ty | 
4 
i 


+ - — — 


8 
— — 


_ 


w 
Fan 


| 


3 [ 70] 
They added, That the Council, which was obli- 
ged in Duty to. do Juſtice to the whole World, 


could not refuſe it to the Clergy of Bohemia; eſpe- 


cially ſince it was not the Clergy of Bohemia who 
had brought John Huf, before them, but John 
Huſs who had called the Clergy: thither; and that 


the Action was begun by the Confent of both 


Parties, and therefore that they could not lay it 
aſide without the Conſent of both Parties to that 
Suſpenſion: That the Clergy of Bohemia were 
reſdlved to ſee the End of it; and that John Huſs 
had acted very ill in abſenting himſelf when the 
Matter was come to a Trial, after having forced 


his Adverſaries to undergo the Fatigue, and put | 


themſelves to the Expence of the Journey: That 
it was. both the Intereſt of the Council and of 


Religion to hinder John Huſs from returning back 


before the Deciſion of the ' Cauſe ; for that, if 


it was true that he was an Heretick, and not | 


ceaſed till the Time of his Confinement to teach 
erroneous Doctrines, which had been condemned 
in preceding Councils, they had reaſon to fear, 
that if he departed from Conſtance before the 
Council had determined concerning his Caſe, he 
would perſwade the People of Bohemia, who 
ſhould ſee him return without having revoked any 


Thing that he had taught, that the whole Church, | 
aſſembled in ſo auguſt a Body, had approved of | 


his Doctrine, and that therefore they might em 
brace it without Scruple, notwithſtanding that 
the particular Church of Bohemia had condemn'd 
it; from whence it might happen, that not only 
that Kingdom would become Heretical, but 
moreover that Hungary and Poland (where John 

Huſs had Friends no leſs deſirous to communicate 
under both Kinds, nor better affected to the 


| Clergy, who were in Poſſeſſion of two third | 


Parts 


RE A. 

Parts of their Territories) would ſeparate them- 
ſelves from other Catholick Crowns, withour 
Hopes of being ever reunited. 


cide clearly, whether the Emperor was convinc'd 
by the Reaſons of the Council, or whether he 
wanted Force to reſiſt it ſo long as till he had 
taken John Huſi out of their Hands. He might 
perhaps be afraid of loſing the Fruit of his La- 


Council; and he might ſuſpe& the Wilfulneſs 
which he obſerved in the Fathers upon the Mat- 
ter of John Hufs to proceed from their being de- 
ſpirited with the Difficulties which daily increa- 
{cd upon the Choice of a Pope; and the Affair 
of giving Peace to the Church; and that this 
was only a Cloak to diſguiſe that Retreat they 
were thinking of. It might be, he ſuppoſed thar 
the Welfare of the Church Univerſal was ſo con- 
ſiderable, that it was not of much Importance 
to ſacrifice thereto one poor Maſter of Arts in 
Bohemia, whom he well knew to have deſerved 
Puniſhment. And the Intereſt which he had in 
that Kingdom might perhaps make ſo ſtrong an 
Im preſſion upon him, as to force him to conſent 
to the Deſtruction of a Man, who ſo long as he 
lived would never abſtain from fomenting a Civil 

War. | | 
However it was, that Prince gave the Council 
full liberty to treat John Huſs as they thought 
fit; and the Gentlemen of Bohemia ſceing them- 
{elves abandon'd, were not yet diſheartened, tho 
they were under a double Obligation to his Im- 
perial Majeſty, as Emperor of Germany, and as 
their particular Sovereign. They addreſſed them- 
elves to the Council, nevertheleſs without ac- 
— knowledging 


— Cd 


6„ py FY” IP EV OP 


YI» 


„ OG OF - 8 


, FE. coat © „ 


We have no Mark remaining whereby to de- 


bours, in furniſhing the Malecontents with a Pre- 
text, which they ſtood in need of, to diſſolve the 
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knowledging its Authority. for: the | Matter. in 


hand, and repreſented to it by an accurate Petition, 


after many Proteſtations, that they: departed from 
their Country to accompany: John Huſs, with all 


the Precautions that Prudence could require in 
ſach Circumſtances; the principal of which was 
the Paſs, the Validity whereof they ſeemed to 
call in queſtion that it was made in the. moſt 
ample and authentick Form, that it could be 
drawn, up in, ſince the King's. Court had been 
erected; and that it contain;d in expreſs Terms, 
that Whatever ſhould happen, the ſaid John Hu, 
and his Companions ſhould be allow'd the Liber- 


ty of returning into Bobemia, what way ſoever 
they would, without any other Paſs- port; that! 


beſides the ſtrong. and general; Expreſſion, there 


Was another no leſs conſiderable, Atho' it was not 


expreſſed: ini ſo clear Words, which was, that the 
Emperor declar'd; that he would take John Huſs 


and his Attendants into the Protection of the! 


Empire, during their Journey to Conſtance, and 
their continuance there; that the effect of that 
particular Protection had ever been to render the 
Perſons concern'd as inviolable, as the Ambaſ- 
ſadors of Foreign Nations were in Germany ; that 
tho' the Council had no regard to thoſe two in- 
vincible Reaſons, that they ought to have ſome 
conſideration for the two. Charters of Fchn Huſs, 
the one as born in Bohemia, the other as a Prief 


of that Realm. As 2 Citizen of Bohemia, he 
could not be drawn thence, nor retain'd againſt 
his Will to Plead before any Foreign Court; The 
Laws of that State were expreſs, and the Empe- ; 


ror was {o much the more. bound to maintain 
them, as Bohemia was an Electorate of the Em- 
pire; andas a Prieſt, he was leſs oblig'd to own 


a Foreign Juriſdiction, ſince that it was the grand 
Privileage 


. 1 
priviledge of the Clergy of Bohemia, not to be re- 
moved out of the Territories of Bohemia, upon 
any Cauſe whatſoever, even tho' the King ſhould 
conſent thereto: That if Example was of more 
weight than Reaſon, they deſir d him to conſider, 
that thoſe who had been accounted and condemu d 
as Hereticks in the Council of Piſe, were allowed 
the Liberty of coming to the Council of Conſtance, 
of tarrying there as long as they pleas'd, and of 
returning with all Safety, only John Huſs mult be 
taken into Cuſtody without Summons or Convi- 
ction, at the time when he thought to ſave 
himſelf, by an Innocent Statagem, from the Se- 
cret Snares of his Enemies, and be ſhut up 
in a dark Chamber, have his Hands and Feet 
loaden with Irons, and be fed with Bread and 
Water. =. 8 125 

The Council ſhew'd no regard to the Petition, 
whether it was, that they thought no Priviledge 
available to hinder them from pronouncing an 
abſolute Sentence in an Eccleſiaſtical Cauſe, as 
was that of John Hufs ; or that they believ'd the 
ſaid John Huſs had abrogated that Priviledge, by 
citing his Adverſaries to appear, and by appear- 
ing with them before the Council. There hap- 
pen'd however a few Days after an Accident, 
which might have ſet the Priſoner at Liberty, if 


he had but endeavour'd to give himſelf ſome. 


little Aſſiſtance, or his Friends had taken care to 
corrupt the Guards. John the 23d had betaken 
himſelf to Conſtance, in hopes that his Preſence 
might have prevail'd upon the Council to recog- 
nize him as the lawful Succeſſor of St. Peter, and 
to degrade his two Competitors, who had nei- 
ther the Courage to preſent themſelves, nor pay'd 
ſo much Deference to the Council, as to ſrbmit 
to it. But when he ſaw the Fathers refolv'd to 
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Depoſe him as well as the reſt, and to proceed to 
the Election of a New Pope, he departed thence 
on the Night following, after having poſted up 
a Paper, in which he proteſted againſt all the 
Proceedings of the Council during his Abſence as 
null and void. To certain of his Domeſticks was 
the care of John Huſs committed, who had en- 
deavour'd to implant in them a Veneration of 
his Perſon, by entertaining them every Day with 
Pious Diſcourſes, which he had compoſed during 
his Impriſonment. But he had no Money, and 
ſuch ſort of Men were not to be won upon by the 
Allurements of his Devotion. The Bohemian 
Gentlemen had offer d him nothing, becauſe they 
deſpair'd of Corrupting them, not having fore- 
ſeen the flight of their Maſter. So the Domeſticks | 
of John XXIII. who cared not to betray their 
Truſt for no Reward, and not daring to furniſh 
the Council with new Reaſons to proceed againſt 
their Patron, at their Departure from Conſtance 
carried to the Magiſtrate the Keys of John 
Huſs*s Priſon, and advis'd ſpeedily to ſet a Guard 
there. The Council being rendred more diſtruſt- 
ful by the Riſque they had run of loſing their Pri- 
ſaner, haſtened the Proceſs, and named Conimil- 
ſioners out of all the Nations there, to proceed 
therein without relaxation. The moſt conſiderable 
of his Diſciples, Jerome of Prague, who had at- 
tended John Huſs out of Reſpe&, was alſo Ar- 
reſted, for that he had given the Council reaſon 
to ſuſpe& his Religion, and both were aſſignꝰd to 
the 5th of April, to give an Account of their 
Doctrine in full Council. Then they examin'd 
the 45 Articles of Mickliße, and the Council did 
not ſatisfie themſelves in condemning them, as 
had been done in England, and the moſt famous 
Univerſities of Europe, but likewiſe cenſur'd his 
0 | : „ Memory, 


5 11 1 
Memory, and declared him unworthy of Chriſtian 
Burial. That laſt Puniſhment did not ſo much regard 


* 


- the Dead Corps of Wickhffe, which they were wil- 
P I lingenou gh to have interr'd and caſt to the Worms, as 
the living Perſons of John Huſs and Jerome of Prague, 
vhom they endeavour'd to intimidate by ſo ſevere 
an Example, in ſhewing them before-hand, that 


unleſs they in good time ſhould retract their Tenets: 
and indeed, the Cardinals of Horence and Cam- 
% made this ſevere Act the Foundation of their 
Exhorting the two Priſoners to make a Surren- 
der of themſelves. This they conſented to, and de- 
manded of the Council, that they would be 
pleaſed to preſent to them a Form of Abjuration. 
the Council receiv'd the News hereof with ſo much 
Joy, that they cauſed Te Deum to be Sung upon 
the Account, and all the Bells in Conſtance con- 
vey'd the Sound thereof to the adjacent Places. 
They perſiſted a ſecond Time in the ſame Reſo- 
lution ; and the Council being aſſembled to deter- 
mine in what manner they ought to be treated ; 
it was agreed, that their return conld not be pet- 
mitted, without hazard to the Conſciences of 
their Fellow-Countrymen. The Emperor was 
entreated to Baniſh them into certain Towns lying 
within the Bounds of Sweden, and to allow each 
of them a Stipend capable of ſubſiſting Six Per- 
ſons, to make their Exile the more Supportable, 
upon Condition nevertheleſs, that they ſhould vivs 
voce retract, and with their own Hands Subſcribe 
and Sign the Abjuration of their Errors in the Bo- 
hemick Language, which ſhould afterwards be 
ſent and publiſh'd throughout all the Churches of 
that Realm. 
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f they had nothing to expect but a like Puniſhment, 
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$. 26, Jom \Huſs and Jerome of Prague made no 
ſcruple at the Retraction and Baniſhment ; but 


the neceſſity of diſavowing their Doctrine in the 


Language of their own Country, ſhock'd them 
more than Fire and Faggot ; whether it was, that 


Shame was their reigning Paſſion, or that their 


Denial was not ſincere ; and they might-imagine, 
that it would be of no great prejudice to their 


Party, fince that the People of Bohemia could not | 


be convinced that they had changed their Senti- 
ments. But at length to hinder the Fathers from 
proceeding further in their Condemnation, which 


could not be defer'd, as being the Conſequence of | 
the Condemnation of J/ickliffe ; John Huſs preſents | 


unto them a Writing, the Subſtance of which was, 


that for fear of Perjury he could not reſolve to re-| 


tract in general all the Articles they had imputed 
to him, for that his Conſcience did not reproach 


him with having taught them, and that conſe-f 


quently thoſe who had depoſed him before the 
Council, had been falſe Witneſſes. He added, 
that the Articles extracted out of his Books had 


not been faithfully extracted; and yet if there] 


were any to be found there, which were falſe in 
their true Senſe, he deteſted them with all his 


Heart, and offer'd to retract them, provided that} 


he might do it without injury to the Truth, and 
without rejecting the Expreſſions of the ancient 
Fathers, which did not always agree with thoſe 
of Modern Divines ; but that in every reſpect he 
was willing to revoke whatſoever ſhould be found 
contrary. to Religion in any part of his Books. 
This Memorial was remitted by the Fathers 
to the Commiſſioners appointed for the Caſe 0 
John Huſs; who ſend back anſwer by the Cardt- 
nal of Florence, that Truth following the Expreſ- 


EL ſion 


But the Fathers did not only reject the Exception 


* 
ſion of Holy Writ, was eſtabliſhed in the Mouth 
of two or three Witneſſes; that he had had twen- 
ty againſt him; All of them without Exception, 
and the moſt part of them Doctors, who had de- 
poſed nothing but what they ſaid they had either 
ſeen or heard, and that their Witneſs did ſo agree 
together, that it was impoſſible to find therein the 


leaſt Contradiction ; that the Council was oblig'd 


to accept of it; and that as John Huſs would 


have taken Advantage from their Diſpoſition if it 
had been favourable to him, ſo 'ought he to bear 


the Detriment which hath accru'd to him from 
its being otherwiſe. John Huſs made no imme- 


diate Reply, bur the Day after he preſented 


a Petition to the Council, in which he excepted 
againſt two of the Commiſſioners. The one was 
Stephen Palets, the other was John Gerſon, Chancel- 


lor of the Univerſity of Paris. Palets was accuſed, 


for that having taken upon himſelf, as Doctor, 


to make an Extract of ſuch Propoſitions, as were 
ſuſpected of Hereſie, he had not taken notice of 


one Paſſage, which he had either maimed, or 


wreſted into a different Senſe from that of the Au- 


thor. And the Accuſation againſt Gerſon was, 
that he, as one of the Principal Officers of the 
Univerſity of Paris, had cenſur'd the Books of 
WWickliffe without having ſeen any but falſe and 
imperfe& Copies, and had made himſelf the Prin- 
cipal Inſtrument in their Condemnation, tho' 
among the Articles, againſt which he had ſo much 
noiſe, ſeveral were to be found, which had been 
taken word for word, out of the Writings 
of the Holy Fathers, which Gerſon had never read ; 
from whence it might be concluded beforehand, 
on which ſide that Chancellour would be, and 
that his Teſtimony ought not to be recciv'd. 
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of John Huſs as impertinent, but moreover ſhewed 
him that nothing was more unjuſt than his Com- 
plaint of Palets, who, beſides that he had taken 
care to extract the very Words, and to expreſs en- 
tire Propoſitions, had always followed the Senſe, 
which was moſt favourable to John Huſs, inſo- 
much that he had left out whole Articles, the 
Words of which did not ſo clearly contain a per- 
fe& Hereſie. As to Gerſon, it will be enough to 
give him the Praiſe he deſerv'd, and to place him 
in Competition with. the beſt Divines, that ever 
appear'd upon the Stage of the Chriſtian World, 
and to ſay, that if his Cenſure of Wicklife was 
blame-worthy, it was a fault common with him | 
to the Council, who had done little more than 
confirm the Decree of the Faculty of Divinity at 

Paris. | - | 

In the beginning of July, the Cardinal of 
Cambray charitably preſs'd him to make his Re- 
tractation in that Form which the Council demand- 
ed, and promiſed him, that in that Caſe the 
Council would favour him out of reſpe& to the 
Emperor, who had ſollicited for him; whereas if 
he infiſted upon a regular Conference, he would 
ruin himſelt thereby, in that the Divines appoint- 
cd to convince him, would engage him intallibly 
in the heat of Diſpute, to conſent to certain Con- 
ſequences by far more contrary to the Faith of the 
Church, than thoſe Propoſitions of which they had 
accuſed him. John Huſs modeſtly reply'd, that 
he was not come to maintain any thing with Ob- 
ſtinacy, but to learn from the Fathers and his Ma- 
ſters what he ought to Believe; and when one of 
the Cardinals Attendants had told him, that 
what he ſaid was Equivocal, and that it appear'd 
well, that he would ſubmit himſelf to the Inſtru- 


ction of the Council, but not to its Correction nor 
its 


„ Lane? Wa ww AE 


— mY 


its Doctrine; he anſwer'd, by repeating the ſame 
Terms, that he would ſubmit himſelf to the Cor- 


rection and Sentence of the Council. The Car- 
dinal took him at his Word, and gave him a Pen 
to write down his Retractation in the Bohemick 
Language; but he had recourſe to the preceding 
Difficulty, in calling God to Witneſs, that it was 
the fear of Lying, that hindred him. | 

He was then introduc'd at two different Times 
into an Aſſembly, where the Emperor was, who 
familiarly exhorted him to make his Retractation, 
but in vain. Whereupon the 6zh day of July he 


was to terminate this Affair; but nevertheleſs, 


before that time they ſent to him four Biſhops, 
and ſo many Gentlemen of his own Country, 
who brought back nothing but Ambiguons Rea- 
ſons. When the day was come, he was brought 
forth into the Cathedral Church, where the Coun- 
cil fat, and was required to pronounce an Ana- 
thema againſt the Errors of Wickliſfe, from which 
he excuſed himſelf by a long Diſcourſe, which 
turn'd upon theſe two Heads; The one, that it 
was againſt his Conſcience ſo to do; the other, that 
he did not hold, as abſolutely Falſe, all that H/ickliffe 


had taught, and that he thought himſelf bound 


at leaſt to except three Propoſitions. The firſt of 
which was, that Conftantine had offended God in 
granting to the Church Civil Powers: The Se- 
cond, that a Prieſt, who had fallen into any 
deadly Sin, was not a valid Adminiſtrator of the 


Sacraments : And the third was, that Tythes 


were but meer Alms, where with he was then ac- 
cuſed and convicted. The Biſhop of Lodis having 
entred the Pulpit to encourage the Father to the 
Extirpation of Hereſie; the Sentence was pronounc'd 
againſt John Huſs by the Mouth of the Biſhop 
of Concord, in Terms, whereof the Senſe was, 
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That he had been duly Attainted and Convicted 
of the Crime of Hereſie; that his Appeal was 
Scandalous, Injurious and Ridiculous, as calling 
in doubt the Supreme Juriſdiction of an Eccleſia. W: 
ſtical Tribunal; that he had ſeduced by his Ser- 
mons and Books the Chriſtian People of Bohemia; 
B and that he was not willing to remedy thoſe Evils, 
of which he had been the Author by an, Authen- 
| tick diſavowal of them; Wherefore. the Holy 
Council Decreed, that he ſhould be degraded from Mun 
i the Order of Prieſt-hood, of which he was un- . 
worthy, and gave it in Charge to the Biſhops of Ii. , 
Milan, Montefalco, . Aſt, Alexaudria, Prague and 
Venice, to ſee the Sentence of Degradation exe- MW. p 
cuted upon him in the Forms preſcrib'd by the 
Canon-Law, and that the Criminal ſhould be deli- Ne v 
ver' d over to the Secular Arm. John Huſs heard the iſ 
Sentence pronounc'd againſt himſelf, without ever n' 
attempting to interrupt the Perſon that pronounc'd Mt 
it; in that he imagin'd it would have been per- MW: « 
mitted him afterward to Harrangue the whole Aſ- Mic 
ſembly in ſuch a manner as he had propoſed to ict 
himſelf in order to move their Compaſſion, but he ſauce 
was enjoyn'd Silence the very moment he began to No 
ſpeak. He was by force taken down from the 
Place where he had gotup; and they haſten'd to 
put upon him the Sacerdotal Veſtments, that Mike 
they might with Shame ſtrip them off again. The 
Ceremony was concluded with the putting upon Won | 
his Head a Bonnet of Paper, with this Inſcription, Wire | 
Lo this is the Hereſiarch. And then the Duke of N Te 
Bavaria, upon the 6th of Fuly 1415, deliver'd him Wi, k 
into the Hands of the Magiſtrate, who cauſed him 
to be led, after he had been ſhaven all over, as Sor- Ma t+ 
cerers are uſed in Germany, to the Market-place, WGen 
where was prepared a Pileof Wood around a Stake. Mt; ha 
Before he was faſten'd to the Stake, it was __ oks 
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Poſt Conſtant and Couragious are apt ta do at 
Wc fight of Torment“ 
6. 27. If we conſider the Exteriour part of Vir- 
De only, it will be difficult to find a more un- 
& MWunted Behaviour at the Hour of Death than was 
enn in John Huſs, All the outward Acts, which 
e moſt ſolid Devotion could ſuggeſt, were put 
practice by him: He ſpoke modeſtly of the 
Inperor and the Council; he excuſed the neceſ- 
e he was under of denying the Depoſitions of 
— 


e Witneſſes, by another Neceſſity more indiſpen- 
le, which was that of ſpeaking Truth; he par- 
m'd them, and prayed for them; he let not the 
it word fall from him, which fhewed any man- 


de his humble Confeſſion to Almighty God, 
ich was ſo much the more pathetick, as it was 
quently interrupted by profound Sighs ; and his 
our ſeem'd to be redoubled at the fight of 
Torch, which was to fet Fire to the Pile. Ne- 
theleſs, before the ſtraw was kindled, Lewis 


at ike of Bavaria, and the Count de Papenhem, by 
ne ecret Commiſſion from the Emperor, appear'd 


on their Horſes, and their Preſence cauſed to 


n, Wire on the one ſide the Executioner, who held 
of I Torch: As they were Perſons, whom John 


knew and eſteem'd, he left off his Prayers to 
ir them; and nothing could be more moving 
n the Exhortations which they gave him ; for 


re, Gentlemen, who made Arms their Profeſſion, 
ke. y had learned Eloquence, and had read good 
85 bks : He ſuffer d _ to finiſh what they had 
e VV to 


4 of him, whether or no he would Retract, but 
his he refuſed to do with greater Reſolution than 
men he was before the Council ; he loſt neither 
is Judgment nor Calmneſs of Temper, which the 


r of application to his Temporal Affairs; he 
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to ſay without interruption, and then teliͥ them 
it was a ſenſible Affliction to him at his laſt Me 
ments, not to be able to grant them the Satisfa 
ction they deſir d; that they ought to look upoil 
Scripture, which commands ta obey God rathe 
than Man. The departure of the Duke and Coun 
ſerv'd as a Signal to the Executioner to ſet fire t. 
the Pile ; the Flame whereof was on a ſudden ſ- 
great, that we may preſume John Huſs was imme 
diately ſuffocated thereby, for that he ſpoke no 
after, nor ſhewed any Sign of Lite. His Aſhes wer 
caſt into the Rhine with Ceremony, to prevent hi 
Followers from revering them, or ſubſtitutir 
others in their ſtead, which might have contr 
| bated nota little to deceive the Vulgar: And th 
Council wrote a Circular Letter to the Churche 
of Bohemia, in Which the Cauſes of the Severit 
Exerciſed upon John Huſs were explain'd, and tho 
who had embrac'd his Errors, were exhorted t 
return to the Communion of the Church: In t 
Cloſe a ike Treatment was threatened again 
thoſe who ſhould imitate that Hereſiarch in h 
Obſtinacy. We have reaſon to believe, that 
was that Concluſion, which augmented the 1 
inſtead of allaing it, by cauſing a Sedition, whid 
broke out in Prague upon the reading of th 
—_—— ͤ 5 
Facobe! and others, who had preach'd up tl 
Communion under two Kinds, being affrighted 
the Puniſhment of their Maſter, and fearing ti 
like treatment, deſpaired of ſaving themſelves 
any other means than a Civil War, and labour 
only to make the People, whom they had cc 
rupted, irreconcileable with the Catholicks. 
To artive at this, within a few Hours th 
enter into a Conſpiracy, which they put in e 
kution in leſs Time than they had for 111 


$5 a= 
he Huſjites aſſembled ' themſelves by Night in 
he moſt conſiderable Place of Prague; and after 
having invok'd their Prophet, whom they look'd. 
pon as ia Martyr, they divided themſelves into 
divers Troops, to revenge his Death ftraighiway 
upon thoſe of the Clergy whom they ſuſpected to 
have procured it: They furrounded the Houſes 
of thoſe Perſons, and broke them open. It was 
of no Significancy: to offer them Money, or to 
xpoſe the molt valuable Goods in the Houſe to 
heir Diſcretion, they ſaid they were come nei- 
ther for Money nor Goods. None the molt fe- 
ret Place was left unſearch'd in queſt of thoſe 
whom they doom'd to die, until they had found 
them, and had glutted their Rage upon them by 
depriving them of Life, and disfiguring their Bo- 
lies after a thouſand extravagant Manners: Then 
they dragg'd them into the River Melde, and 
plung'd them into thoſe Places where the Courſe 
of the Water was moſt rapid, under pretence of 
hindering them from being made Reliques. But 
the principal Effort Was againſt the Houſe of the 
Archbiſhop, here the greateſt. Numbers of the 
Huſſites were got together, The obſtinate Re- 
iſtance of the Domeſticks of that Prelate could 
not prevent the Houſe from being broke open, 
and ſerved only to give their Maſter Opportunity 
of eſcaping through a Back-Door. The Magi- 
trate finding himſelf unable ro quell this Tumult, 
waited till it ſhould calm it ſelf : And the Huſſites 
convinc'd of their Power by that Connivance, 
thought of nothing bur aſſerting to themſelves an 
entire: Liber. I die 6 wn ne 
During this Diſturbance the Council took in- 
to theii Fx amination the verbal Proceſs which the 


1 


th 7 — 
ey Archbiſhop of Vienna had iſſued out againſt Jerom 
of Prague. As his Affait was common with that 
I 1 2 K 
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of John Huſs, ſo the Fathers were reſolved to 
put an End to it, all the Difficulties which could 
_ poſſibly attend it being removed, although the 
Matter was prolong'd and delay'd till the Year 


following by an egregious Cheat. 


— Commiſſioner; appointed to examine Ferom of 
Prague, thought himſelf oblig'd to begin. with a 
ſerious Exhortation ; whichhe preſſed fo cloſe, that 
he thought he had ſurmounted the Obſtinacy of 
the Criminal. And indeed, Ferom of Prague did not 
only appear to have chang d his Sentiments, but 
likewiſe to pay a blind Defference to the Judg- 
ment of the Council; and that it was but to pre- 
ſcribe what was neceſſary and befitting his Con- 
verſion, to be convinc'd by Experience that it was 
fincere. The Cardinal made his Report to the 
Council, and took it upon himſelf to draw up in 
good Form an Abjuration of the Errors of Wick 
tf and Fehn Huſs. As ſoon as this was prepa- 
red 5 Jerom of Prague was ſent for by the Council, 
who commanded him to ſtand upon an high Seat, 
from whence he might eaſily be heard by the 
whole Aſſembly. He begun his Diſeourſe by an 
Expoſition of what had obliged him to appear 
before ſo auguſt a Body, and he went on in ſpeak- 
ing very meanly of himſelf, and comparing him- 
ſelf to thoſe Fews who gave nought but Trifles 
towards the Building of the Tabernacle, where- 
as others brought Silver and Gold, and precious 
Stones. Then he read the Abjuration,which had 
been drawn up, with a very intelligible Voice, and 
added three Things which were very important. 
The firſt was, That he had been decei v by the 
Appearance of Virtue, which was conſpicuous 
in the Perſon of John Huſs. The ſecond, m_ 
| i c 


1 
he would live in a perfect and entire Submiſſion 
to the Council. And the third was, That in caſe 


he ſuculd happen to maintain in any manner any 
one of thoſe Articles which he abjured, he would 


renounce all Privileges, and would conſent that 
they ſhould proceed againſt him by all the Ways 
Canonical and Civil, which had been appointed 
againſt Hereſiarchs. He had expected, by a De- 


claration ſo formal and ſo general, that they 


would have given him his full Liberty, and that 
they would have permitted him to return to Bohe- 
mia, where he imagined he ſhould ſucceed to the 
whole Authority of John Hufs. But his Example 
had prevail 'd with the Council:to-proceed with 
more Circumſpection in regard to the Priſoner 


| that remained, and not to releaſe him till he had 


given ſufficient Proofs and Aſſurances of his Con- 


duct for the future. They ſuffered him never- 


theleſs to ſee all manner: of Perſons, and to en- 
tertain himſelf familiarly, and without Inſpe- 
&ion, with all whoſoever ſhould have the Curio- 


ſity to viſit him; i e. they gave him an Oppor- 


» 


tunity to ruin himſelf without thinking of it: 
For inſtead of uſing diſcreetly the Indulgence 


they granted him until the Diflolution of the 


Council, after which Time he had nothing to 
fear, he diſcover'd himſelf too ſoon, and ceaſed 
to brag of his having diſſembled with the Coun- 
cil until ſuch Time only as the Huſſites ſent a De- 
legate to the Council, to expoſtulate with them 
the Death of their Prophet, and to demand Re- 
paration for it. That Step, which was followed 
by a like Proceeding from Poland, the Huſſites in 
that Country having given the ſame Commiſſion 
to the Archbiſhop of GEneſne, and the Archdea- 
con of Poſnannia, ſuggeſted ſo much Preſumption 


to Jerom of Prague, that he believed he might 


ſafely 


{| Ha ] 
faſely ſpeak his Thoughts before his Fellow- 
Countrymen, . without regarding whether or no 
they were Favourers of him. And indeed fo it 
tas, that they declared themſelves againſt him; 
and accuſed him of a Relapſe into Hereſie. 
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„. 29. TMA Council provoked at the Incon- 
ſtancy of that Proteus, who made no Scruple ei- 
ther of Lying or Perjury, provided that he could 
thereby accomodate his Sentiments to his For- 
tune, obliged him to appear before them the 
27th Day of April, 1416. And Witneſſes, againſt 
whom no Exception could be made, depoſed; 
That he had attempted to inſtil into their Minds 
the Errors of Mickliß, ſince that he himſelf had 
condemned them. A Treſpaſs ſo ſudden, and ſo 
manifeſt, having open'd the Scene to all Accuſa- 
tions of Error, whether old or new, Henry of 
Prngue, Prolocutor to the Council, objected to 
him, That he had endeavoured to pervert Ger- 
many, Hungary, Poland, and Bohemid; that he had 
fled out of Priſon at Vienna, contrary to the Pro- 
miſes he had made of 1 there until he had 
cleared himfelf of certain ſcandalous Propoſitions, 
which he was ſaid to have taught there. He 
added, That in his experimental Eſſays, the 
ſame Jerom of Prague had broke out into deteſta- 
ble and impudent Actions; that he had wrote 
very ſevere Satires againſt the Dukes of Auftria, 
Bavaria, the Clergy of Prague, and the Holy. 
See: That in the Year 1412, upon the Feaſt of 
St. Vences, the Patron of his Country, he had 
ſtirred up the Huſſites to penetrate with their 
main Body into a Monaſtery of  Francifcan Friars, 
where they had prophaned the Altars, and trod 
under Foot the Reliques of the Saints : That he 
had cauſed a Preacher to be impriſoned only for 
3 | : haying 
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having declaimed againſt Myrcklif; and that that 
Clergyman was not releaſed till he had ſuffered 
all the Indignities, which Barbarians uſually in- 
flict upon their worſt Enemies; that he had pub- 
lickly ſtruck ai Franciſcan with his Eiſt; that he 
had been ſeen in the Habit of a Prieſt, though 
Holy Orders had never been conferred upon him; 
that he had maintained in the Town of Hildeberg, 
the Capital City in the Palatinate, that there was 
2 Quaternity in the Godhead; and that he had 
endeavour' d to unite the Huſſites with the Schiſ- 
maticks mn ꝗ p + oe A ns 
Jerom of Prague defended himſelf from one 
Part of theſe Crimes, by aſſuring the Fathers 
that he had no Share in them; and from the 
other, by aſcribing them to ſuch Cauſes as were 
not black enough to take away his Life. But 
there was a ſecond Charge againſt him, which 
was better prov'd, and more perplexing. This 
began with a Suppoſal, - That if he ſhould be 
ſent back into Bohemia without ſufficient Proof 
of his Converſion, he would cauſe much 
greater Diſorders in the Church, than had been 
at other Times fomented by the Arians; for that 
his Do&rine concerning the Fleſh and Blood of 
Chriſt would be ſooner and more univerſally em- 
braced than that of the Nature of the Word, 
which was purely Spiritual, and had no manner 
of Relation to the Senſes: That in all the Pa- 
riſhes where the ſaid Ferom had preached up his 
Errors, he had met with ſo much Succeſs, thar 
the Number of his Diſciples was greater than 
that of the remaining Catholicks ; that he had 
in a tumultuary manner driven away the Paſtors, 
and introduced into their Cures ſuch of the Cler- 
gy as he had already perverted, and had com- 
manded them to tak upon themſelves the whole 
on | ©: Paſtoral 
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Paſtoral Care, without any other Commiſſien 
than what they had received from him ; that he 
had made a Journey into Exgland upon no other 
Deſign than to tranſcribe a correct Copy of the 
Works of Wick;ff ;, and that he had perſwaded the 
Youth to read them, by telling them that there 
they would find true and ſolid Divinity ; but 
that in other Books they would find little elſe 
than Deceit; that after the Execution of John 
Huſs he had rever'd him as a Saint, and had 
cauſed him to be painted with a Circle of Rays 
around his Head, and in the ſame Poſture as the 
Catholick Church. repreſents the Saints which 
had died in the fiery Pile; that he cauſed a Prieſt 
named Fabry to be ſcourged in an outragious 
manner, inſomuch that he died under the Laſh ; 
that he had freed himſelf from a Fraucifcan Friar, 
who had preſſed him too cloſe in the Heat of 
Diſpute, by ordering his Diſciples to caſt him in- 
to the Molde, which they accordingly did; that 
he had. taught that the Euchariſt was no more 
than à Sign; that the Doctrine of Wickliff was 
the only and true Goſpel; that he had promiſed 
an eternal Reward to thoſe who ſhould die in 
the Defence of it; that he had tranſlated into 
Rhime the Words of Conſecration, and the prin- 
cipal Articles of his Creed, to draw away Diſ- 
ciples after him; that he had attempted to over- 
throw the Government of the Church, in per- 
ſwading the Laity that they might conſecrate 
the Body and Blood of Jeſus Chriſt; that he had 
taught them to deſpiſe Eccleſiaſtical Cenſures ; 
that he had endeavoured to render Indulgences 
ridiculous ; that he had not contented himſelf in 
ſaying, That the Miniſtry of the Word of God 
was inſeparably annexed to Baptifm, and by con- 
ſequence common to all Chriſtians, ( inthe 2 
f X © 
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of the 20th Seſſion,) but * alſo himſelf preach- 

ed, though, a meer Lay-Man, and had given a 
Commiſſion to "preach to the moſt adventrous of 
his Sect; that he had defended with an invinci- 
ble Obſtinacy all the Hereſies contained in the 
forty five Articles of Mickliſ; that he cauſed to 
be ied to the Breaſts of lewd Women, and to 
be burnt publickly in the Market-Place of New 
Prague, Diſpenſations granted by the Holy See; 
that he had renewed. the Hereſie of the Lconolaſts ; £ 
and that within two Years before, being in a 
Church belonging to the Franciſcans, he had cau- 
ſed a Crucifix to be covered over with Ordure, 
under Pretence that it' was Idolatry to ſuffer 
Images to be there; and that the Huſſites had 
been principally animated by ſuch like Diſcourſes 
to profane the Churches, and to dip their Hands 
in the Blood of their Fellow Countrymen Who 


had oppoſed them. 
The Prolocutor of the Council explained him- 


ſelt more largely in the Addition of Informations, 
which began with important Advice to the Fa- 
thers not to ſuffer themſelves to be impoſed upon 
by the Eloquence and vain Promiſes of the Crimi- 
nal, who had already ſo often abuſed the Indul- 
gence and Credulity of his Judges, leſt that after 
he had eſcaped out of Priſon, he ſhould become 
a greater and more pernicious Enemy to Religion, 
than he had been before. For that, when he was a 
Student at Paris, having been accuſed of Believing 
and Maintaining in his Diſcourſes, that God 
could not annihilate any of his Creatures ; ; the 
Members of that Univerſity preſs'd him to make 
a Publick Recantation thereof; which having 
promiſed to do, the Night before the Day ap- 
pointed for this Retractation, he betook himſelf to 


flight, and not daring to continue in Fance, he 
took 
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19 
took his Journey to the Town of Hildeberg, where 
he preſently made himſelf known by certain Thee. 
filrd with new Doctrines almoſt wholly He- 
retical, which he had the Aſſurance to preſent to 


the Syndic of that Univerſity ; but that Doctor, 


who had exactly perform'd the Duties of his Of- 
fice, having communicated them to the other Do 
ctors, and taken meaſures with them how to Arreſt 
Jerom of Prague, he was inform d- thereof, and by 
a ſudden retreat prevented the Impriſonment they 
had prepated for him : He choſe for the third 
Place of his Reſidence the Univerſity of Cracow, 
where the Profeſſors were not more — to 
him, ſince that they iſſu'd out a Warrant againſt 
him, which compell'd him to change the Air, and 
go to Vienna, where the Officers of the Archbi- 


ſhop ſeiz'd upon his Perſon, tho' he ſoon let 


them ſee by Experience how skilful he was in 


opening the Priſon Doors: Beſides all this, the 


plentiful Entertainments he requir'd in Priſon, and 
the pleaſure he took in Eating and Drinking more 
than what was neceſſary and decent, mark'd well 
that his Repentance was not ſincere, from whence 
the Prolocutor concluded, that he ought to be 
reduc'd to Bread and Water, and if he did not 


retract in another manner, be put to the Torture. 


The Council ſhewed no regard to his Conclu- 
ſions, either becauſe they look'd upon them as too 
ſevere, or that they thought Indulgence was to be 


uſed ; They only ordained, that Ferom of Prague 


ſhould appear before a general Aſſembly on the 


laſt day of April 1416, to be there convicted. Ac- 


cordingly he was brought before them, and the 


| Witneſſes having Face to Face perſiſted in their 
Accuſation, the Patriarch of Conſtantinople preſs d 


him ſincerely to clear himſelf of Hereſie. 


* 30, It 
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þ 5 30. . is hip poflble to know, MITES A 
r of uch Importance, the Criminal 


being aſhamed. again to retract his O pinion, ox 


his fear of being Condemn'd, even tho? he ſhould 
make a Diſavowal thereof, caſt him into 


Deſpair, and threw him into Obduracy and 
| Impenitence; but ſure it is, that he made a ub- 


lick Profeſſion of the Articles of Wickliffe inſtead 
of condemning them; that he ſatyrically re- 


proached the Cardinals with their Luxury and Ef. 


feminency; that he accuſed the Biſhops and Do- 
ctors of Germany with: Arrogance ; that he en- 
deavour'd to revive the natural Antipathy, which 
was betwixt them and thoſe of Bohemia, to the 
end that he might ſet them at Variance one with 
another ; that he boaſted of being the principal In- 
ſtrument of the Revolution which happened in 
the Univerſity of Prague; that the dread of the 
Flames had before prevail'd with him to retract, 
and that now he was overjoy'd to, expiate by the 
ſame Puniſhment the Fault he Rad fallen into; in 
fine, he ſpoke as one tranſported with Rage and 
Paſſion, except that he declared himſelf to perſe- 
vere in the Common Faith, as to the Euchariſt. 
The next thing therefore was to deliver him 
over to the ſecular Arm. Yet the Council defer'd 
that till the opening of the 25% Seſſion, upon the 
zoth of May, at which time the Biſhop of Lody 
made a long Reprimand to to the Criminal, for 
that he had reſolved more obſtinately than ever 
to maintain the Errors of Wickliff and John Hufs, 
thoſe only excepted which reſpected 2 Holy Sa- 
crament and Indulgences, for which Reaſons he 
was condemned and delivered over to the Puniſh- 
ment of the Magiſtrate ; who conducted him to 


the Pile, where he expired; in 3 the Apoſtles 
Creed 


* 


WA 
4g» 


Creed with a very intelligible V 


to throw himſelf into the Hands of his Enem 8. 


e. There: are 


ſome Authors, who relate tha he Propheſſed, 


that out of his Aſhes would ariſe àn Hundred Tears 
after his Death a Man, who fheuld revive his 
Doctrine, and who ſhould not be 10 imprudent as 


©.. 
0 


This the ſame Authors have interpreted of Lurber, 
from the number of Years and conformity of his 


Sentiments. But as the Accounts of his Death, 


which are given us both by the Council, and the 
Gentlemen of Bohemia, who were his F riends, are 
wholly filent in this Matter, we can't but look 
upon it a — and Fabie. e 5 


* 


The End of the Firſt Part. ? 
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